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I.  Membership Attire 

The Florida Ecclesiastical Diocese believes, teach and practice, that our attire is a silent witness 

about us. We believe it reveals our feelings, attitudes, commitments, and frame of mind (1 Samuel 

16:7; Romans 6:17-22; Matthew 7:20).  

 

1 Samuel 16:7 

7 But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of 

his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man 

looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart. (KJV) 

 

Romans 6:17-23 

17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the 

heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 

18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. 

19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye 

have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so 

now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness. 

20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 

21 What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of 

those things is death. 

22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit 

unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 

23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. (KJV) 

 

Matthew 7:20 

20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. (KJV) 

 

There are two basic biblical concepts to remember in regard to Christian attire: 

 

1).  MODESTY: Humble; decent; root of moderate (1 Timothy 2:9-10; 1 Peter 3:3-5). 

  

1 Timothy 2:9-10 

9 In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with 

shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; 

10 But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works. (KJV) 

 

1 Peter 3:3-5 
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3 Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of 

wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; 

4 But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the 

ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. 

5 For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, 

adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands: (KJV) 

 

The key idea of modesty is that we should not lend ourselves to ostentation of dress and 

costly array, but rather be distinguished by a proper Christ like spirit (meekness is not 

weakness). Men and women of the world spend so much finance on exterior aids to 

beautify...all of which are false. God wants us to focus on our spirit where true attraction 

takes place (Psalm 149:4).   

 

Psalm 149:4 

4 For the LORD taketh pleasure in his people: he will beautify the meek with 

salvation. (KJV) 

  

Modesty never goes out of style in God’s eyes. A Christian’s concept of modesty should 

not change with the weather or the occasion. 

 

When Adam & Eve’s sin severed their fellowship with God, in response to a keen sense of 

guilt, the first thing they did was try to cover themselves, because they found out they were 

naked (Genesis 3:7).  

  

Genesis 3:7 

7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and 

they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. (KJV) 

 

After God pronounced the curses upon them for their disobedience, the first thing God did 

was change their covering (fig leaves) to His covering (skins) a blood sacrifice. The coats 

of skins were God’s provision for restoring Adam’s and Eve’s fellowship with Him.  God’s 

intentions since then is for humanity to be clothed (Genesis 3:21). 

  

Genesis 3:21 

21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed 

them. (KJV) 

 

Immodesty is driven by spirits.  Look at spirits listed in the Bible: fear, lust, jealousy, etc... 

Many are human emotions, but Satan comes and snares us and drives our feelings far 

beyond their intended use (Luke 8:26-36). 

 

Luke 8:26-36 

26 And they arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against Galilee. 

27 And when he went forth to land, there met him out of the city a certain man, which 

had devils long time, and ware no clothes, neither abode in any house, but in the tombs. 
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28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before him, and with a loud voice 

said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God most high? I beseech thee, torment 

me not. 

29 (For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For oftentimes 

it had caught him: and he was kept bound with chains and in fetters; and he brake the 

bands, and was driven of the devil into the wilderness.) 

30 And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy name? And he said, Legion: because many 

devils were entered into him. 

31 And they besought him that he would not command them to go out into the deep. 

32 And there was there an herd of many swine feeding on the mountain: and they 

besought him that he would suffer them to enter into them. And he suffered them. 

33 Then went the devils out of the man, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran 

violently down a steep place into the lake, and were choked. 

34 When they that fed them saw what was done, they fled, and went and told it in the 

city and in the country. 

35 Then they went out to see what was done; and came to Jesus, and found the man, 

out of whom the devils were departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right 

mind: and they were afraid. 

36 They also which saw it told them by what means he that was possessed of the devils 

was healed. (KJV) 

 

Modesty applies equally to both sexes.  However, both sexes do not apply modesty equally.  

The simple fact is men are naturally more visual than women and women are naturally 

more sensual than men.  Thus, one should consider, styles, necklines, tightness, length, 

splits, texture, etc. in dressing modest and not exposing or revealing your body. 

 

It is true that you cannot keep someone from lusting after you, but you can undertake your 

responsibility not to provoke it.  A saint who purposely dresses, to cause temptation, or 

because of temptation, becomes a stumbling block to him or herself and others.  Thus, 

when we dress, we should ask ourselves, does what I have on glorify God? 

 

The Apostle Paul knew that your dress is the mirror of your mind. We often dress the way 

we feel. Outward ostentation (showy display) is not keeping with a Godly attitude. We 

were told to dress with shamefacedness, sobriety, self-restraint, reverence, discretion, and 

temperance.  

 

Modesty is not an option for a true New Testament Apostolic church! 

 

2). DISTINCTION: Difference; the fact of being dissimilar; separate; (Deuteronomy 22:5). 

 

Deuteronomy 22:5 

5 The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a man, neither shall a man 

put on a woman's garment: for all that do so are abomination unto the LORD thy God. 

(KJV) 
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The bible clearly teaches a distinction between men and women attire.  The "unisex" styles 

of our day are an abomination to God.  It is a perverse hostility to God’s creation order. It 

is driven by spirits that wish to put humanity into rebellion. 

 

Men and women are different: Both physically and emotionally by creation and God has 

placed certain social methods into place to maintain this difference. It is common today to 

have women’s clothing that look masculine and men’s that look feminine.  This is 

scripturally wrong.   

 

Some believe that the distinction in dress taught in scripture was under the law, and thus 

not applicable in the New Testament.  This is a trick of the enemy. 

 

Christ’s death on the cross abolished the ceremonial law, but not the moral law. God’s 

moral law stands forever!  The Old Testament was the schoolmaster that brought us to 

Christ (Colossians 2:14-17; Jude 3).  

  

Colossians 2:14-17 

14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was 

contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 

15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, 

triumphing over them in it. 

16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, 

or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: 

17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ. (KJV) 

 

Jude 1:3 

3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it 

was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for 

the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. (KJV) 

 

Distinction of attire between men and women is a moral law, not a ceremonial law.  Israel 

fulfilled the ceremony physically (offerings and sacrifices).  Today, we fulfill the 

principle spiritually (Romans 12:1-2).   

 

Romans 12:1-2 

1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 

mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (KJV) 

 

We obey the distinction of attire of the moral law for 3 reasons:  

 

a. God designed it to prevent moral problems like blurring the sexes and 

homosexuality (Romans 1:24-27). 

 

Romans 1:24-27 
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24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their 

own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 

25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the 

creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 

26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their 

women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: 

27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned 

in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, 

and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. (KJV) 

 

b. It manifests the distinction between male and female that is taught in other 

scriptures, and in nature (Leviticus 10:10; 1 Corinthians 6:9-20).   

   

Leviticus 10:10 

10 And that ye may put difference between holy and unholy, and between 

unclean and clean; (KJV) 

 

1 Corinthians 6:9-20 

9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be 

not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, 

nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 

10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, 

shall inherit the kingdom of God. 

11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but 

ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

12 All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things 

are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any. 

13 Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it 

and them. Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for 

the body. 

14 And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his 

own power. 

15 Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then take 

the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid. 

16 What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for 

two, saith he, shall be one flesh. 

17 But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. 

18 Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he 

that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body. 

19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is 

in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 

20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in 

your spirit, which are God's. (KJV) 
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Non-distinction is an abomination to God which means “something God detests or hates.”  

God’s hatred from day to day, as to His feeling about moral sin, doesn’t change (Malachi 

3:6; Hebrews 13:8; Revelation 21:9). 

 

Malachi 3:6 

6 For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. 

(KJV) 

 

Hebrews 13:8 

8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. (KJV) 

 

Revelation 21:27 

27 And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever 

worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of 

life.   (KJV) 

 

Among the Hebrews neither sex was permitted by Mosaic Law to wear the same form of 

clothing as was used by the other. A few articles of feminine clothing carried somewhat 

the name and basic pattern, yet there was always sufficient difference in embossing, 

embroidery, and needlework so that in appearance the line of demarcation between man 

and women should be readily detected.   

 

Note: "Among the Bedouin Arabs of Palestine there is great care taken that either sex shall not 

imitate the other in matters of dress."   Zondervan Pictorial Bible Dictionary pg. 227.   These 

differences were significant enough to tell one’s gender from afar off (Genesis 24:64). 

 

Genesis 24:64 

And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she lighted off the camel. (KJV) 

 

Practical application: Part of our daily attire should be for gender distinction. Unmistakable, 

visual, identification of the sexes.  In our culture it is unequivocally understood that men wear 

pants, and women wear dresses.  Even the pictures on public restrooms identify this culturally 

understood distinction.  This could change from culture to culture, but the practical application of 

modesty and holiness is the same at all times. 

 

Pants for women are not necessarily more modest than a skirt. It is interesting that every generation 

of women before us, learned how to wear a skirt or dress modestly. As a matter of fact, a dress 

tends to change a woman’s actions to be more feminine. Some women are immodest in a dress 

because they’re so used to pants (based on how they sit and move etc.) 

 

God visibly separated Israel: food, dress, farming, worship, Sabbath, etc.   You could tell a Jew by 

his dress and actions. The Jews survived 1,900 years without a homeland and it’s the only existing 

ancient culture!  

 

GOD’S LAWS PRESERVED THEIR IDENTITY AND DOCTRINAL DISTINCTION!   

God wants to preserve His church in this day in the same manner! 


