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This training program has been 

developed by the Diocese Board of 

Presbyters to prepare the exhorters and 

ministers of the Florida Ecclesiastical 

Diocese (FED) for ordination in the 

Church of Our Lord Jesus Christ of the 

Apostolic Faith, Inc. (COOLJC) 

 

The weekly training will begin on 

Wednesday, May 13, 2009 at the Refuge 

COOLJC in Sorrento and rotate between 

the churches in the Diocese.  Phase one of 

the training will complete on October 28, 

2009.  At that time, the program will be 

reassessed. 

 

It is imperative that each presbyter 

commit to being present at each session. 
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International Board of Presbyters (IBOP) 

Minister’s Alliance Manual 
Elder Clifford Smith, Director 

1.  Preface 

 

In these last days, the church represents Christ to the world, following his preaching and 

example by working to heal all the effects of the fall, thereby manifesting the redemptive 

kingdom of God. 

 

The call to Christian Ministry is the highest call a person can have upon his life. As such, 

this Minister’s Manual is an attempt to address some of the concerns that today’s 

Minister of The Church of our Lord Jesus Christ may have in fulfilling his role. 

 

Let us begin by examining the charge given to Timothy. 

 

2 Timothy 4:1-5 

 

I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge 

the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;  

 

Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with 

all longsuffering and doctrine.  

 

For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their 

own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 

 

And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto 

fables.  

 

But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, 

make full proof of thy ministry. 

 

Paul in 2 Timothy 4:1-5 gives the minister five imperatives to biblical ministry. “In the 

presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view 

of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the Word; be prepared 

in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage--with great patience and 

careful instruction.”  

 

Paul encourages ministers to preach the Word. This is the basis for everything you do in 

the ministry. Always preach the Word in your life. The good news is the message of the 

birth, life, death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Your ministry is to take the 

good news and relate it to life. 
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Paul encouraged ministers to be prepared. The nature of good ministry is study. You are 

committing to a life of preparation. Much of your work will be done in the study. God 

works mightily through his Holy Spirit as you spend time developing lessons and 

sermons. This task takes discipline, “in season and out of season.” 

 

Paul encouraged ministers to correct. This is a law term for cross-examination. Your task 

is to cross-examine the culture in which we live. God’s Word never changes, but the 

culture does change. Determine the best ways to present that Word to this culture. 

 

Paul encouraged ministers to rebuke. In the early church this world involved moral error. 

Ethics count in God’s economy. Integrity must be at the center of everything you do. 

 

Paul encouraged ministers to exhort. There are two ideas here: encourage and urge. It is 

your responsibility to encourage the church and urge her to faithfulness. At the same 

time, you are to encourage the culture to examine the claims of Jesus and urge people to 

make decisions in accordance with his will. 

 

This is the nature of biblical ministry. 

 

2. The Call to Ministry 

 

Our Presider, Apostle Matthew Norwood gives this advice in his book, “The Call of 

God to the Christian Ministry”. My advice to anyone considering the ministry today 

is “if you can keep from preaching, then don’t preach.” This advice is given because 

if God Almighty has truly laid His hand upon you to preach His Word, all the demons 

in hell cannot keep you from doing so. There is something about “the call” that try as 

you may, you cannot ignore it. 

 

The Apostle Paul taught in 1 Corinthians 9:16;  

 

“For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid 

upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!  

 

Most brothers believe in the idea of Christian vocation. By this they mean that the 

literal translation of the word vocation, which means “calling”, is appropriate to 

whatever work we do. We believe that God calls us to use our talents given us in 

some way that will glorify God and contribute to the betterment of the world in which 

we live. 

 

The Christian ministry is a special type of calling. For some it may come in a sudden 

and dramatic fashion, such as God’s call to Samuel in the night or Paul’s experience 

on the road to Damascus. 

 

So important is our response to the call that we need to test ourselves. All ministers 

must confess, and be convicted of a call to the gospel ministry of Jesus Christ. The 

internal call of the God to the ministry as confessed by the minister must be 



 

 

6 

confirmed by the church community. This is usually done by the Pastor who acts on 

behalf of Christ, the local church community, and the Church of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ of the Apostolic Faith, Inc. 

 

An examination process follows the confession of a call to the ministry by the local 

pastor. If in the Pastor’s judgment the minister is called of God, then he begins his 

training.  

 

The church is not obligated to accept everyone’s confession of a call to the ministry. 

Scripture warns us:  

 

“Do not ordain anyone hastily, and do not participate in the sins of others; keep 

yourself pure” (1 Tim. 5:22 NRSV)  

 

This speaks to the ordaining of men to the office of the ministry, which ought not to 

be done rashly and inconsiderately, and before due trial made of their gifts and 

graces, their abilities and qualifications for it.  

 

It is the responsibility of the pastor to examine and confirm the call of the minister by 

assessing him in areas such as: his teachability, spirit, attitude, moral integrity, the 

anointing of the Holy Spirit, areas that need special attention, and the area of future 

ministry service 

. 

It is important that every minister who is called to the ministry begin his training as 

soon as his Pastor confirms his call to the ministry. To accomplish this, the following 

two (2) publications should be acquired from The Church of Our Lord Jesus Christ of 

the Apostolic Faith, Inc. 2081 Adam C. Powell Jr. Blvd. New York, NY 10027. 

 

1. Official Catechism For Ordination Of Ministers 

2. The Path To Ordination 

 

The words of the late Peter Marshall aptly describe the call to the ministry. 

 

By what right does a man stand before his fellows, Bible in hand, and claim their 

attention... because he is obeying a “tap on the shoulder.” Because God has whispered 

to him in the ear and conscripted him for the glorious company of those voices crying 

in the wilderness of life. The preacher is conscious of being called, as we say, and 

that means that he is responding to an inward urge that could not be resisted… - an 

urge that grew into a conviction that that only by obeying could he ever find that joy 

and satisfaction of a life lived according to the plan of God. 

 

3. Qualifications of the Minister 

 

3.1. Qualifications 

 



 

 

7 

Doctrine is as vital to the Church as breath is to the body. Each is independent 

upon the other. Among men, religions are numerous. All have a doctrine that 

insures the preservation of individual faith. All doctrine are regulated 

guidelines and are necessary, if any religious dogma hopes to perpetuate itself. 

 

As members of the body of Christ, ministers are to be in full accord with 

doctrine and teaching of The Discipline Book of The Church of our Lord 

Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith Inc. 

 

3.1.1.1. In accordance with this profession, ministers are to take their 

rule of conduct the Word of God (Galatians 6:16) and shall conform 

outwardly as well as inwardly in their daily walk and conversation to 

its simple teachings. 

 

3.1.1.2. Exhorters and Licentiates shall be subject to the authority of 

the Pastor of the Church which holds their membership. The local 

Pastor is to train, develop, mentor, and evaluate the spiritual 

development of the minister. 

 

If discord or insubordination arises and cannot be settled by the Pastor, 

grievance procedures as set forth in the Book of Discipline should be 

consulted. 

 

3.1.1.3. No Homosexuals shall be licensed or ordained in the Church of 

Our Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith, Inc. 

 

3.1.1.4. All ministers must have the one baptism as prescribed in Acts 

2:4, 38; Acts 10:44; Acts 19:6, and believe in, teach, and preach the 

same. 

 

3.1.1.5. No minister shall receive credentials that has divorced his wife 

and remarried. Neither shall any person receive ordination or license 

who is married to a divorced person. 

 

3.2. Exhorter’s License 

 

This is the time to be convinced that your call to the ministry was a biblical 

concept. Paul stated the case well in Ephesians 4:11–13. “It was he who gave 

some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to 

be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that 

the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in 

the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole 

measure of the fullness of Christ.” God has gifted us to minister for him. 

Throughout history he has used his leaders in ministry to serve him. He chose 

Abraham to leave his homeland to go to a new land and to become a new 

people. Abraham’s ministry for God began in a small way but produced big 
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benefits. He led the Hebrew people in performing God’s works of service. All 

ministry traces to this event in history.  

 

3.2.1.1. Exhorters should avail themselves to the local Pastor for 

service in the house of God. 

 

This is a time of learning. Service to God’s people will provide much 

needed experience. Shadow the Pastor to learn service structure, care 

for the house of God and for the people of God. Seek out opportunities 

for service. 

 

3.2.1.2. Exhorters should be actively involved in Sunday School and/or 

ABYPU activities at the Regional/ Diocese/ Local levels. 

 

3.2.1.3. Exhorters should be supporters of the Missionary and 

Women’s Council Departments availing themselves for service as 

needed. 

 

3.2.1.4. Exhorters should set established times for prayer and 

meditation. 

 

3.2.1.5. Exhorters must be faithful in paying their tithes and offerings 

and teaching the same. 

 

3.2.1.6. Exhorters should work to effectively express themselves orally 

and in writing. 

 

3.2.1.7. Exhorters are to give due diligence and make effort  to 

discharge the duties of the ministerial office as to meet the divine 

approbation of 2 Timothy 2:15,  “Study to shew thyself approved unto 

God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 

word of truth.’ 

 

3.3. Local License 

 

It is the consistent New Testament teaching that the work of ministers is "for 

the perfecting of the saints, for the edifying of the body of Christ" (Eph. 4:12). 

The minister is called of God to a position of responsibility rather than 

privilege. 

 

There are two passages in the New Testament which are of especial 

importance in this connection, I Cor. 12:28 and Eph. 4:11-12. From the former 

we gather that included in the ministries exercised in the early church were 

those of apostleship, prophecy, teaching, miracles, gifts of healings, helps, 

governments, diversities of tongues (possibly also interpretations, vs. 30). The 

latter adds evangelists and pastors. In every case these appear to be the direct 
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gift of God to the church. Both passages seem to say this, and this is 

confirmed elsewhere in the case of some of the people mentioned. Thus in 

Gal. 1:1 Paul insists that his apostolate was in no sense from man. He entirely 

excludes the possibility of his receiving it by ordination. We are to think, then, 

of a group of men directly inspired by the Holy Spirit to perform various 

functions within the church by way of building up the saints in the body of 

Christ.  

 

3.3.1.1. The Licensed minister should demonstrate the ability in 

administration and program coordination in the church. 

 

a) Attend and teach Sunday School 

b) Attend, teach, and direct ABYPU activities 

c) Attend and teach Bible Studies 

d) Plan, attend, and direct prayer services 

e) Attend, plan, and direct various worship services 

 

3.3.1.2. The licensed minister should posses a demonstrable knowledge 

of church by-laws and procedures. 

 

3.3.1.3. Licensed ministers should be capable of conducting religious 

services. 

 

3.3.1.4. Licensed ministers should seek training through: 

 

a) The Church of Christ Bible Institute 

b) The W. L. Bonner College 

c) The Church of Christ Bible Institute Distance Learning 

Curriculum 

 

3.4. Ordained Elder 

 

3.4.1.1. Ministers desiring ordination should have successfully 

negotiated and demonstrated the considerations for both Exhorter and 

Licensed ministers. 

 

3.4.1.2. All ministers applying for ordination must hold a local license 

as a prerequisite. The Exhorter’s license may be waived by Pastoral 

recommendation or by the Diocesan Bishop. 

 

3.4.1.3. Academic requirements must be prior to a minister’s 

ordination.  

 

3.4.1.4. Academic training requirements maybe obtained and 

completed by attendance in defined courses of study at the following: 
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a) The Church of Christ Bible Institute 

b) The W. L. Bonner College 

c) The Church of Christ Bible Institute Distance Learning 

Curriculum  

 

3.4.1.5. Ordination may be had and given by three or more Bishops or 

Elders, members of the General Annual Convocation, after the 

candidate has met the requirements. 

 

3.4.1.6. If it is impossible for the candidate to attend the Convocation, 

the inability on the part of the candidate is to be certified by the Pastor 

of the congregation to which he belongs. This certification must be 

forwarded, by the Pastor, to the Board of Apostles for appropriate 

action, considering also the recommendation of the Regional Apostle 

and Diocesan Bishop.   

4. Codes of Ethics  

The Minister’s Code 

Preamble 

As a minister of Jesus Christ, called by God to proclaim the gospel and gifted by the Holy 

Ghost, I dedicate myself to conduct my ministry according to the ethical guidelines and 

principles set forth in this code of ethics, in order that my ministry be acceptable to God, 

my service be beneficial to the Church Of Our Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith 

Inc., and my life be a witness to the world. 

Responsibilities to Self 

1. I will maintain my physical and emotional health through regular exercise, 

good eating habits, and the proper care of my body.  

2. I will nurture my devotional life through a regular time of prayer, reading of 

the Scriptures, and meditation.  

3. I will continue to grow intellectually through personal study, comprehensive 

reading, and attending growth conferences.  

4. I will manage my time well by properly balancing personal obligations, 

church duties, and family responsibilities.  

5. I will be honest and responsible in my finances by paying all debts on time, 

never seeking special gratuities or privileges, giving generously to worthwhile 

causes, and living an Apostolic lifestyle.  

6. I will be truthful in my speech, never plagiarizing another’s work, 

exaggerating the facts, misusing personal experiences, or communicating 

gossip.  
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7. I will seek to be Christlike in attitude and action toward all persons regardless 

of race, social class, religious beliefs, or position of influence within the 

church and community.  

Responsibilities to Family 

1. I will be fair to every member of my family, giving them the time, love, and 

consideration they need.  

2. I will understand the unique role of my spouse, recognizing her primary 

responsibility is as marital partner and parent to the children, and secondarily 

as church worker.  

3. I will regard my children as a gift from God and seek to meet their individual 

needs without imposing undue expectations upon them.  

Responsibilities to the Congregation 

1. I will seek to be a servant-minister of the church by following the example of 

Christ in faith, love, wisdom, courage, and integrity.  

2. I will faithfully discharge my time and energies as minister through proper 

work habits and reasonable schedules.  

3. In my administrative assignments and duties, I will be impartial and fair to all.  

4. In my preaching responsibilities, I will give adequate time to prayer and 

preparation, so that my presentation will be biblically based, theologically 

correct, and clearly communicated.  

5. In my ministerial counseling, I will maintain strict confidentiality, except in 

cases where disclosure is necessary to prevent harm to persons and/or is 

required by law.  

6. In my evangelistic responsibilities, I will seek to lead persons to salvation and 

to church membership without manipulating converts, proselytizing members 

of other churches, or demeaning other religious faiths.  

7. In my visitation and counseling practices, I will never be alone with a person 

of another sex unless another church member is present nearby.  

8. In leaving a congregation, I will seek to strengthen the church through proper 

timing, verbal affirmation, and an appropriate closure of my ministry.  

Responsibilities to Colleagues 

1. I will endeavor to relate to all ministers, especially those with whom I serve in 

my church, as partners in the work of God, respecting their ministry and 

cooperating with them.  

2. I will seek to serve my Pastor and minister colleagues and their families with 

counsel, support, and personal assistance.  

3. I will refuse to treat other ministers as competition in order to gain a church, 

receive an honor, or achieve statistical success.  

4. I will refrain from speaking disparagingly about the person or work of any 

other minister.  
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5. I will be thoughtful and respectful to all ministers and will support and love 

my pastor.  

6. I will be honest and kind in my recommendations of other ministers to church 

positions or other inquiries.  

7. If aware of serious misconduct by a minister, I will contact my Pastor and 

initiate reporting as stated in The Discipline Book.  

Responsibility to the Community 

1. I will consider my primary responsibility is to be a minister of my 

congregation and will never neglect ministerial duties in order to serve in the 

community.  

2. I will accept reasonable responsibilities for community service, recognizing 

the minister has a public ministry.  

3. I will support public morality in the community through responsible prophetic 

witness and social action.  

4. I will obey the laws of my government unless they require my disobedience to 

the law of God.  

5. I will practice Christian citizenship without engaging in partisan politics or 

political activities that are unethical, unbiblical, or unwise.  

Responsibilities to Church of Our Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith, Inc. 

1. I will love, support and cooperate with the Church Of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

of the Apostolic Faith Inc. of which I am a part, recognizing the debt I owe for 

its contribution to my life, my ministry, and my church.  

2. I will work to improve the Church Of Our Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic 

Faith Inc. in its efforts to expand and extend the kingdom of God.  
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THE PENTECOSTAL PREACHER (PART I) 

Dr. David Bernard 
 

I. The Preacher’s Calling and Qualification,  

I Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9 

 

A. Call from God, Colossians 4:17. 

 

B. Qualifications in both I Timothy and Titus. 

1. Blameless. 

2. Husband of one wife. 

3. Sober (of sound mind). 

4. Given to (lover of) hospitality. 

5. Not given to wine. 

6. Not a striker (not violent). 

7. Not greedy of filthy lucre. 

8. One who rules his house and has children under subjection. 

 

C. Additional requirements in I Timothy. 

1. Vigilant (clear headed). 

2. Of good behavior. 

3. Able to teach. 

4. Patient. 

5. Not a brawler. 

6. Not covetous. 

7. Not a novice. 

8. Having a good report among outsiders. 

 

D. Additional requirements in Titus. 

1. Not self-willed. 

2. Not soon angry. 

3. Lover of good people (or things). 

4. Just (upright). 

5. Holy. 

6. Temperate (self-controlled). 

7. Holding fast the faithful Word. 

 

Assignment #1: 

 

Write at least one page about your call to and qualifications for 

ministry. 

 

Learn catechism questions (1-5). 
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THE PENTECOSTAL PREACHER (PART II) 

Dr. David Bernard 

 
II. The Preacher’s Preparation,  

I Timothy 4:13-16 

 

A. Biblical study. 

1. Reading. 

2. Exhortation. 

3. Doctrine. 

 

B. Spirituality. 

1. Spiritual anointing and gifts. 

2. Meditation and prayer. 

3. Dedication and devotion. 

4. Diligence and visible progress. 

 

C. Continuing in the faith. 

1. Personal life. 

2. Doctrine. 

3. In doing so, will save self and others. 

 

Assignment #2: 

 

List three personal ministry preparation goals that you have.  Be 

specific and set time completion expectations. 

 

Biblical Study Goal 

 

1. ____________________________________________ 

 

 

Spirituality Goal 

 

2. ____________________________________________ 

 

 

Continuing in the faith Goal 

 

3. ____________________________________________ 
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THE PENTECOSTAL PREACHER (PART III) 

Dr. David Bernard 
 

 

III. The Preacher’s Attitude,  I Thessalonians 2:1-12 

 

A. Holy boldness. 

 

B. Honesty. 

 

C. Stewardship of God’s gospel. 

1. Speaking to please God, not humans. 

2. Not influenced by flattery. 

3. Not influenced by greed or self-gratification. 

4. Not influenced by a desire for glory or self-exaltation. 

 

D. Stewardship of people. 

1. Gentleness: bold yet caring, speaking the truth yet in love, Ephesians 4:15. 

2. Nurturing, cherishing: like a mother nursing a child. 

3. Affection, longing. 

4. Devotion of life for others, servanthood. 

5. Labor, not wanting to be a burden on others. 

 

E. Christian example. 

1. Devotion. 

2. Righteousness. 

3. Blamelessness. 

4. Exhortation. 

5. Comfort. 

6. Fatherhood (note: like father and mother). 

 

THE PREACHER FOR THIS DAY MUST HAVE 

 

THE HEART OF A LION,  

THE SKIN OF A HIPPOPOTAMUS, 

THE AGILITY OF A GREYHOUND, 

THE PATIENCE OF A DONKEY, 

THE WISDOM OF AN ELEPHANT, 

THE INDUSTRY OF AN ANT, 

AND AS MANY LIVES AS A CAT. 

 

Edgar DeWitt Jones 
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The Preacher’s Attitude Toward Trials 

 
1. Preachers Are Not Immune from Trials 

Because of the sin nature, as well as, competing moral, philosophical and 
physical forces operative in this world, humans occasionally find themselves 
amid unpleasant and trying circumstances.  We can become victims of anything 
from illness to injury, from discrimination to personal failure, from religious 
persecution to poverty. 
 
Not only does salvation, and the mandate to preach the Gospel, not exempt the 
preacher from such unpleasantness, it is virtually guaranteed to produce it.  
Why?  Because the Gospel message and messenger must be one. 

For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is 
laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel! For if I do 
this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation 
of the gospel is committed unto me. What is my reward then? Verily that, 
when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without 
charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel. For though I be free 
from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain 
the more. (1 Corinthians 9:16-19) 

Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 
(2 Timothy 3:12) 

Jesus said it would be this way:   
“And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.  For 
everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest 
his deeds should be exposed” (John 3:19-20). 

 
Those who preach the Gospel with the false expectation that all the rough edges 
of life will be smoothed out will be disappointed when trials come.  
 
2. God Uses Trials For Training 
Preachers are creatures that learn best by experience.  Perhaps because of the 
stubbornness of human will, advice and instruction are of limited value.  As 
important as they are, we often remain obstinate until softened by trial.  And God 
allows those trials for our good. 
 
The Hebrew Christians: These brethren had “endured a great struggle with 

sufferings:  partly while you were made a spectacle both by reproaches and 
tribulations, and partly while you became companions of those who were so 
treated” (Heb 10:32-33).   
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These troubles caused them to seriously consider abandoning Christ for an 
easier life.   

A. Momentary persecution can be strengthening, but if it continues we run 
the risk of despair.  What can help these brethren fend off discouragement 
(Hebrews 12:3)?   
B. Suffering tends to magnify our situation.  How can the brethren keep 
things in perspective (Hebrews 12:4; 10:34)?   
C. The Hebrew writer also makes the point that “whom the Lord loves He 
chastens ... If you endure chastening, God deals with you as sons” (Heb 
12:6-7).   
When things are not going as well as we wish they would, Satan can plant 
the idea that God doesn‘t care about us.  If He did, He wouldn‘t let these 
terrible things happen.  But the Scriptures teach that God may allow trial 
and hardship as a means of correction, for it is in the trials of life that we 
think more soberly about significant things.   
D. We must learn to see times of difficulty as a harbinger of better things 
to come.  The author of Hebrews says that God chastens “for our profit, 
that we may be partakers of His holiness.  Now no chastening seems to 
be joyful for the present, but grievous; nevertheless, afterward it yields the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it” 
(12:10-11).   

 
3. Attitudes Accompanying Trials 
Jesus:  “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds 

of evil against you falsely for My sake.  _____________ and be 
_________________, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted 
the prophets who were before you” (Mt 5:12). 
 
James:  “My brethren, count it all _________ when you fall into various trials, 
knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.  But let patience have its 
perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing” (Jas 1:2-4). 
 
Peter:  “In this you greatly ____________, though now for a little while, if need 
be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, 
being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, 
may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet 
1:6-7). 
 
Paul:  “And not only that, but we also ___________ in tribulations, knowing that 
tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, 
hope” (Rom 5:3-4). 
 
“Therefore most gladly I will rather _________ in my infirmities, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me.  Therefore I _______________ in infirmities, in 
reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake.  For when 
I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:9-10). 
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Such attitudes toward trial and suffering do not arise from an unrealistic, naive 
lack of awareness of one‘s circumstances.  This joy is not some faked giddiness 
that acts like nothing is wrong.  Quite the opposite, in fact.  The one who trusts in 
God has a very clear picture of his situation and understands the implications.  
He knows that tribulations of even the worst kind will draw him closer to God.  No 
one wishes himself harm, but if times of trouble do come, the preacher has a 
divine source of strength that helps him cope rather than crumble.  
 
4. When Are Trials from God? 

Without direct revelation, it is impossible to know the exact causes of life‘s twists 
and turns.  However, all things are directly connected to God‘s providence.  
Man‘s free will and his sinful nature does not negate the will of God.  
 
But does this uncertainty rob us of the usefulness of the events?  No, because 
we should train ourselves to look at every situation in life as a test:  ―What can I 
learn from this?  How can I grow from these circumstances?‖  Any unfortunate 
situation beyond our control reminds us of our fundamental helplessness and our 
dependence upon God.    
 
But what if our troubles are of our own making?  Is there any comfort to be found 
when we have brought hardship upon ourselves?  Even though we are not 
justified in our mistakes, God is still compassionate toward us in our ineptitude.  
Jesus reassured Peter both before and after his denial that he was still useful to 
God. 

But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art 
converted, strengthen thy brethren. (Luke 22:32) 

He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? 
Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou 
me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest 
that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. (John 21:17) 

But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come 
forth as gold. (Job 23:10) 

 

Assignment #3 
 
Learn Catechism questions (6-10). 
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THE PENTECOSTAL PREACHER (PART IV) 

Dr. David Bernard 
 

IV. The Preacher’s Task, II Timothy 2:15-26; 4:1-5 

 

A. Be diligent to meet God’s approval. 

 

B. Correctly handle the Word. 

 

C. Avoid profane babbling and foolish arguments. 

 

D. Flee youthful lusts. 

 

E. Pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace. 

 

F. Do not quarrel. 

 

G. Be gentle (kind) to all. 

 

H. Teach. 

 

I. Be patient (not resentful). 

 

J. Correct those in error. 

1. In humility. 

2. They actually oppose themselves (don’t take it personally). 

3. Goal: lead them to repentance and knowledge of truth. 

 

K. Preach the Word. 

1. Be prepared at all times. 

2. Correct, rebuke, encourage with patience and doctrine. 

 

L. Always be watchful. 

 

M. Endure hardship. 

 

N. Do the work of an evangelist. 

 

O. Fulfill your ministry. 
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Preaching Theory and Tips 
 by Rev. Johnson A. Beaven III 

And thou shalt write upon the stones all the words of this law very plainly. 
And Moses and the priests the Levites spake unto all Israel, saying, Take 
heed, and hearken, O Israel; this day thou art become the people of the 
LORD thy God. (Deuteronomy 27:9) 

So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, 
and caused them to understand the reading. (Nehemiah 8:8) 

I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall 
judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach 
the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all longsuffering and doctrine. (2 Timothy 4:1-2) 

What is Exegesis? 
 
 Exegesis is a process to discover the God-inspired meaning of Scripture. 
 
In the Gospels of Luke and John, three statements about Jesus are germane or 
significantly connected to the preacher‘s task. 
   

―And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in 
all the scriptures the things concerning himself (Luke 24:27 KJV, underline 
added).     
 
―And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he 
talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures? (Luke 
24:32 KJV, underline added).   
 
―No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him (John 1:18 KJV, underline 
added).     
    

Technically, the term ―expounded‖ in Luke 24:27 means to clarify something so 
as to make it understandable, hence, to explain or interpret.[1]  It is derived from 
the Greek term ―hermeneia‖ (her-may-ni'-ah) and hence the English term 
―hermeneutics.‖   
 
The term ―opened‖ in Luke 24:32 means to open the sense or significance of a 
thing, hence, to explain, expound, or interpret.[2]  It is derived from the Greek 
term ―dianoigo‖ (dee-an-oy'-go), figuratively, to make understanding possible.[3]   
 

http://www.impactrainingcenter.com/command#_ftn1
http://www.impactrainingcenter.com/command#_ftn2
http://www.impactrainingcenter.com/command#_ftn3
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The term ―declared‖ in John 1:18 means to set forth something in great detail, 
hence, to expound, explain, or interpret.[4]  It is derived from the Greek term 
―exegesis‖ (ek-se-jee'-sis) and in essence states that Jesus ―exegeted, revealed, 
interpreted, manifested, or led the Father out for us all to see Him.‖[5]     
 
Practically, the terms ―opened,‖ ―expounded‖ and ―declared‖ are precise 
descriptions of the preacher‘s task in communicating biblical truth.  The preacher 
is to correctly interpret and clearly explain the ―God-inspired‖ meaning and 
message of Scripture so that its understanding affectively impacts those hearing 
it (Lk. 24:32).  The ―God-inspired‖ meaning is the original intended meaning that 
God purposed to be conveyed through the Scriptures. 
   
It is therefore imperative that a preacher take time to exegetically study a text for 
two basic reasons.  One, exegesis guides in discovering and comprehending the 
intended or ―inspired‖ meaning of a biblical passage.  Henry Virkler defines 
exegesis as the application of the principles of biblical interpretation 
(hermeneutics) to arrive at a correct understanding of a biblical passage.[6]  By 
applying hermeneutical principles, exegesis enables the preacher to draw 
meaning and understanding ―out of‖ or ―from‖ a text (the prefix ―ex” = ―out from‖).  
That is the first goal of studying a Bible passage, namely, to understand the 
author‘s intended or the ―inspired‖ meaning of the text.  Second, exegesis aids in 
avoiding ―eisegesis‖ (ice-se-jee'-sis), which is reading ―into‖ the text an ―imposed‖ 
meaning (the prefix ―eis‖ = ―into‖).  This suggests that the reader determines the 
meaning of a verse or passage, either by what the reader presumes it means or 
wants it to mean.  The grave danger of eisegesis is that a preacher becomes 
prone to error, potentially forming an inaccurate interpretation, and thus, may 
teach an incorrect meaning of a passage, suggest an illegitimate application, or 
impose one‘s own thought as Scripture. 
 

But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in 
craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation 
of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the 
sight of God. (2 Corinthians 4:2) 

Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 
interpretation.  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: 
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 
(2 Peter 1:20-21) 

Exegesis and hermeneutics are not methods to bypass or ignore the illuminating 
work of the Holy Spirit, but they are means to help the preacher heed scriptural 
admonition (Deut. 4:2; Prov. 30:5-6; Rev. 22:18-19) and to faithfully ―represent 
the text‖[7] by accurately preaching the intended, inspired meaning of God‘s 
Word (2 Tim. 2:15). 

http://www.impactrainingcenter.com/command#_ftn4
http://www.impactrainingcenter.com/command#_ftn5
http://www.impactrainingcenter.com/command#_ftn6
http://www.impactrainingcenter.com/command#_ftn7
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Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye 
diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the 
LORD your God which I command you. (Deuteronomy 4:2) 

Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy 
paths. (Proverbs 3:5-6) 

For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of 
this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take away 
from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part 
out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which 
are written in this book. (Revelation 22:18-19) 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to 
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. But shun profane and vain 
babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness. (2 Timothy 2:15-
16) 

© 2006 by Johnson A. Beaven III.  Rev. Beaven is pastor of Citadel of Faith 
C.O.G.I.C. in Indianapolis, Indiana, and an area director with International Bible 
Institute (IBI) of Santa Fe Springs, California.  He also teaches in the COGIC 
credentialing-licensure program at C.H. Mason Bible Institute. 
 
[1] Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other 
Early Christian Literature, 3rd Edition (BDAG), ed. Frederick William Danker 
(University of Chicago, 2000), s.v. diermeneuo, p. 244. 
[2] William D. Mounce, The Analytical Lexicon of the Greek New Testament 
(Zondervan, 1993), s.v. dianoigo, p. 140.   
[3] Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, s.v. dianoigo, p. 234. 
[4] Ibid., s.v. exegeomai, exegesis, p. 349.  
[5] Ralph Earle, Word Meanings in the New Testament (Hendrickson, 1986), p. 
83.  
[6] Henry A. Virkler, Hermeneutics: Principles and Processes of Biblical 
Interpretation (Baker, 1981), p. 18. 
[7] Walter C. Kaiser, Jr., Toward An Exegetical Theology: Biblical Exegesis for 
Preaching & Teaching (Baker, 1981), p. 45. 
 
 
Assignment #4 
 
Learn Catechism questions (11- 12) 
 
 
 

http://www.impactrainingcenter.com/command#_ftnref1
http://www.impactrainingcenter.com/command#_ftnref2
http://www.impactrainingcenter.com/command#_ftnref3
http://www.impactrainingcenter.com/command#_ftnref4
http://www.impactrainingcenter.com/command#_ftnref5
http://www.impactrainingcenter.com/command#_ftnref6
http://www.impactrainingcenter.com/command#_ftnref7
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THE SEVEN DISPENSATIONS 
Dr. C. I.  Scofield 

 
   
The Scriptures divide time (by which is meant the entire period from the creation 
of Adam to the "new heaven and a new earth" of Rev. 21: 1) into seven unequal 
periods, usually called dispensations (Eph. 3:2), although these periods are also 
called ages (Eph. 2:7) and days, as in "day of the Lord."  
 
These periods are marked off in Scripture by some change in God's method of 
dealing with mankind, or a portion of mankind, in respect of the two questions: of 
sin, and of man's responsibility. Each of the dispensations may be regarded as a 
new test of the natural man, and each ends in judgment, marking his utter failure 
in every dispensation. Five of these dispensations, or periods of time, have been 
fulfilled; we are living in the sixth, probably toward its close, and have before us 
the seventh, and last: the millennium.  
 
1. Man innocent 
This dispensation extends from the creation of Adam in Genesis 2:7 to the 
expulsion from Eden. Adam, created innocent and ignorant of good and evil, was 
placed in the garden of Eden with his wife, Eve, and put under responsibility to 
abstain from the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The 
dispensation of innocence resulted in the first failure of man, and in its far-
reaching effects, the most disastrous. It closed in judgment: "So he drove out the 
man." See Gen. 1:26; Gen. 2:16,17; Gen. 3:6; Gen. 3:22-24.)  
 
2. Man under conscience 
By the fall, Adam and Eve acquired and transmitted to the race the knowledge of 
good and evil. This gave conscience a basis for right moral judgment, and hence 
the race came under this measure of responsibility-to do good and eschew evil. 
The result of the dispensation of conscience, from Eden to the flood (while there 
was no institution of government and of law), was that "all flesh had corrupted his 
way on the earth," that "the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually," and God 
closed the second testing of the natural man with judgment: the flood. See Gen. 
3:7, 22; Gen. 6:5,11-12; Gen. 7:11-12, 23.)  
 
3. Man in authority over the earth 
Out of the fearful judgment of the flood God saved eight persons, to whom, after 
the waters were assuaged, He gave the purified earth with ample power to 
govern it. This, Noah and his descendants were responsible to do. The 
dispensation of human government resulted, upon the plain of Shinar, in the 
impious attempt to become independent of God and closed in judgment: the 
confusion of tongues. (See Gen. 9: 1, 2; Gen. 11: 1-4; Gen. 11:5-8.)  
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4. Man under promise 
Out of the dispersed descendants of the builders of Babel, God called one man, 
Abram, with whom He enters into covenant. Some of the promises to Abram and 
his descendants were purely gracious and unconditional. These either have been 
or will yet be literally fulfilled. Other promises were conditional upon the 
faithfulness and obedience of the Israelites. Every one of these conditions was 
violated, and the dispensation of promise resulted in the failure of Israel and 
closed in the judgment of bondage in Egypt.  
The book of Genesis, which opens with the sublime words, "In the beginning God 
created," closes with, "In a coffin in Egypt." (See Gen. 12:1-3; Gen. 13:14-17; 
Gen. 15:5; Gen. 26:3; Gen. 28:12-13; Exod. 1: 13-14.)  
 
5. Man under law 
Again the grace of God came to the help of helpless man and redeemed the 
chosen people out of the hand of the oppressor. In the wilderness of Sinai He 
proposed to them the covenant of law. Instead of humbly pleading for a 
continued relation of grace, they presumptuously answered: "All that the Lord 
hath spoken we will do." The history of Israel in the wilderness and in the land is 
one long record of flagrant, persistent violation of the law, and at last, after 
multiplied warnings, God closed the testing of man by law in judgment: first 
Israel, and then Judah, were driven out of the land into a dispersion which still 
continues. A feeble remnant returned under Ezra and Nehemiah, of which, in due 
time, Christ came: "Born of a woman-made under the law." Both Jews and 
Gentiles conspired to crucify Him. (See Exod. 19:1-8; 2 Kings 17:1-18; 2 Kings 
25: 1 -11; Acts 2:22-23; Acts 7:5152; Rom. 3:19-20; Rom. 10:5; Gal. 3: 10.)  
 
6. Man under grace 
The sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus Christ introduced the dispensation of pure 
grace, which means undeserved favor, or God giving righteousness, instead of 
God requiring righteousness, as under law. Salvation, perfect and eternal, is now 
freely offered to Jew and Gentile upon the acknowledgment of sin, or 
repentance, with faith in Christ.  
 
"Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on 
him whom he hath sent" (John 6:29). "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
believeth on me hath everlasting life" (John 6:47). "Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, 
and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life." (John 
5:24). "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: and I give 
unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish" (John 10:27-28). "For by 
grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
Not of works, lest any man should boast" (Eph. 2:8-9).  
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The predicted result of this testing of man under grace is judgment upon an 
unbelieving world and an apostate church. (See Luke 17:26-30; Luke 18:8; 2 
Thess. 2:7-12; Rev. 3:15-16.) 
 
The first event in the closing of this dispensation will be the descent of the Lord 
from heaven, when sleeping saints will be raised and, together with believers 
then living, caught up "to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord" (I Thess. 4:16-17). Then follows the brief period called "the great 
tribulation." (See Jer. 30:5-7; Dan. 12:1; Zeph. 1:15-18; Matt. 24:21-22.)  
 
After this the personal return of the Lord to the earth in power and great glory 
occurs, and the judgments which introduce the seventh, and last dispensation. 
(See Matt. 25:31-46 and Matt. 24:29- 30.)  
 
7. Man under the personal reign of Christ  
After the purifying judgments which attend the personal return of Christ to the 
earth, He will reign over restored Israel and over the earth for one thousand 
years. This is the period commonly called the millennium. The seat of His power 
will be Jerusalem, and the saints, including the saved of the dispensation of 
grace, namely the church, will be associated with Him in His glory. (See Isa. 2:1-
4; Isa. 11; Acts 15:14-17; Rev. 19:11-21; Rev. 20:1-6.  
 
But when Satan is "loosed a little season," he finds the natural heart as prone to 
evil as ever, and easily gathers the nations to battle against the Lord and His 
saints, and this last dispensation closes, like all the others, in judgment. The 
great white throne is set, the wicked dead are raised and finally judged, and then 
come the "new heaven and a new earth." Eternity is begun. (See Rev. 20:3,7-15; 
Rev. 21 and 22.)  
 
The dispensations are, in their correct order: 
 
Innocence -- From the creation of man until the Fall 
Conscience -- From the Fall until the flood 
Human Government -- From the Flood until the call of Abram 
Promise -- From the call of Abram until the Exodus 
Law -- From Sinai until Christ 
Grace -- From Pentecost until the Rapture 
Kingdom -- From the Rapture until the eternal state 
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WHAT IS THE KEY TO BEING A  

SUCCESSFUL AND EFFECTIVE PREACHER? 

 
1 Timothy 4:14 
Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the 
laying on of the hands of the presbytery. (KJV) 

Today there exist many conflicting voices, books, seminars, etc., as to what 
makes for successful and effective ministry. They in effect say, "If you do these 7 
things, push the button and pull the lever -- out pops success!" How can we be 
successful preachers and teachers of God's Word?  

A. God's Priorities for Preachers  

1. "Take heed to THYSELF"  

a. Personal holiness # 1 priority  

b. Have the right motivation  

Needed:  

1) A love for God and His Word  

2) A burden for others  

c. Beware of comparing yourself with others  

2. "Take heed . . .unto the DOCTRINE"  (Doctrine = teaching)  

You must take heed to:  

a. The content of your teaching (what you say)  

b. The method of your teaching (how you say it)  

(We will discuss both the substance and activity of preaching/teaching in this course.)  

B. God's Promises for Preachers  

1. You will save yourself.  

"Save" = to deliver  

You will deliver yourself from being a casualty or castaway in the ministry.  

2. You will save those to whom you minister.  

a. They will be saved from doctrinal error.  

b. They will be saved from ungodly behavior.  
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THE PENTECOSTAL PREACHER (PART V and VI) 

Dr. David Bernard 
 

V. Six Characteristics of Successful Preachers 
 
A. Humility, Matthew 18:4. 
 
B. Compassion, Mark 6:34. 
 
C. Integrity, II Corinthians 8:20-21. 
 
D. Personal spirituality and example, I Timothy 4:12. 
 
E. Vision, Proverbs 29:18 
 
F. Servant’s heart, Matthew 20:27; John 13:3-5, 12-15 

 
VI. Three Pitfalls for Preachers, Colossians 3:5-6; I Peter 5:2-3 

 
A. Money, Luke 12:15; I Timothy 6:3-11. 
 
B. Sex, II Timothy 2:22; 3:5-7. 
 
C. Power, Matthew 23:1-12. 

 
Suggested Reading: 
 
ACHIEVING PERSONAL GREATNESS 
Discovering The 10 Powerful Keys To Unlocking Your Potential By Tim 
Lavender 
 
If you truly want to unlock the potential for greatness that lies within you, 
you are going to have to make some changes in the way you think.  
Perhaps the first change needs to be in the way you think about personal 
greatness. 
 
Personal greatness has nothing to do with being exceptionally intelligent, 
rich, famous, or politically successful.  It’s about being a person who 
exerts positive influence on others.  Personal greatness is a matter of 
unlocking your potential in such a way that it overflows into others 
people’s lives to generate a positive result.    
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THE 3 BASIC LAWS OF PERSONAL GREATNESS 
 
 Law #1 Potential Plus Positive Influence Produces Personal 

Greatness 
 
 
 Law #2 Potential Is Greater Than Power 
 
 
 Law #3 You Can Learn To Be Great 
 
 
THE 7 GUIDING PRINCIPLES OF UNLOCKING YOUR POTENTIAL 
 
 #1 You are born with God-given potential 
 
 #2 You must accept the challenge of discovering your talents and 

abilities 
 
 #3 You must accept responsibility for developing your talents 
 
 #4 You should pursue potential with urgency 
 
 #5 You must face down the fear of failure 
 
 #6 You must use your talents or lose them 
 
 #7 Fulfilling your potential is a character issue 
 
ASSIGNMENT #5  
 
Review and study Catechism Questions (1-12) 
 
Answer three personal questions asked by Bishop W. L. Bonner to 
COOLJC ministers at the Clergy Institute 2004 
 
What is stopping me from succeeding? 
 
 
How am I developing the unlocked parts of me? 
 
 
What is missing that is preventing me from having success? 
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THE PENTECOSTAL PREACHER (PART VII) 

Dr. David Bernard 
 

VII. Motivation and Leadership 
 
A. Love. 

Not anger, James 1:19-20. 
 
B. Respect. 

 
1. Not humiliation or threats. 
 
2. Sharing the vision. 

 
C. Personal dedication and example. 
 
D. Proper exercise of authority, Matthew 20:25-28; I Peter 5:1-4. 
 
E. Delegation. 

 
1. Getting things done through others. 
 
2. Authority, responsibility, accountability. 

 
F. Leadership. 

 
1. Motivating others to go where you want them to go. 
 
2. Inspiring others with one‘s vision so they adopt it as their 
own. 
 

3. Leadership is influence: it extends only as far as one‘s 
 influence. 

 
4. Power to communicate is power to lead. 
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THE PENTECOSTAL PREACHER 

Dr. David Bernard 

 
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 

 
I. Basic Spiritual Disciplines 
A. Church attendance, Hebrews 10:25. 
B. Prayer and fasting, I Thessalonians 5:17; Ephesians 6:18. 
C. Bible reading and study, Psalm 119:11; II Timothy 3:16-17. 
D. Tithes and offerings, Malachi 3:8-12; II Corinthians 9:6-8. 
E. Following spiritual authority, Hebrews 13:17. 
 

II. Setting Goals 
A. Goal: general purpose; desired result. 
Example: pray more. 
 
B. Plan of action or objective: specific means of achieving goal. 

1. Example: pray 30 minutes every day. 
2. Challenge yourself; don‘t plan for minimal performance. 

 
C. Evaluation: measuring success. 

1. Criterion. 
Example: define success as praying 30 minutes on 5 of 7 days 
per week. 
2. Method. Example: record your prayer time on a calendar. 
3. While the plan of action should be challenging, be realistic in 
evaluation. 

 
III. Accountability 
A. Basic spiritual disciplines (listed above). 
B. Family: spouse, children, time together. 
C. Physical stewardship: exercise, diet, rest. 
D. To whom accountable? 

1. Pastor. 
2. Teacher or other mentor. 
3. Spouse. 
4. Associate, colleague, prayer partner, accountability partner. 
5. The collective body. 
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THE PENTECOSTAL PREACHER 

Dr. David Bernard 

 
LEADERSHIP PRINCPLES 

 
I. Servanthood Mark 10:42-44. 
II. Spirit of Excellence 

A. Daniel 6:3. 
B. Goodness (fruit of Spirit, Galatians 5:22). 

III. Faithfulness 

A. I Corinthians 4:2. 
B. Fruit of Spirit, Galatians 5:22. 
C. Parable of talents, Matthew 25:14-30. 
D. Parable of pounds, Luke 19:12-27. 

IV. Qualifications for Spiritual Leadership 
A. Spirituality. 
B. Discipline. 
C. Diligence. 
D. Ability. 

V. Achieving Goals 

A. Desire. 
B. Determination. 
C. Discipline. 

VI. Influence 

A. Leadership is influence. 
B. Leadership extends only as far as influence does. 
C. Leadership extends only as far as the leader has gone personally. 
D. The power to communicate is the power to lead. 

VII. Excuses That Hinder 
A. Who am I? (my identity).   
God‘s answer: I will be with you, Exodus 3:11-12. 
B. Who shall I say sent me? (God‘s identity).   
God‘s answer: I AM, Exodus 3:13-14. 
C. People will not believe.   
God‘s answer: I will give miraculous signs, using what is ordinary, Exodus 
4:1-9. 
D. I am not talented.   
God‘s answer: I will teach you, Exodus 4:10-12. 
E. Send someone else.   
God‘s answer: I will give you a helper, Exodus 4:13-17. 

VIII. Conclusion: Philippians 4:13 
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HOMILETICS: PREACHING THE WORD 

Homiletics (Gr. homiletikos, from homilos, to assemble together), in theology 
the application of the general principles of rhetoric to the specific department of 
public preaching. Homiletics is the study of the composition and delivery of a 
sermon or other religious discourse. It includes all forms of preaching, viz., the 
sermon, homily and catechetical instruction. It may be further defined as the 
study of the analysis, classification, preparation, composition and delivery of 
sermons. 

I. Introduction 
A. Need for preaching. 

1. Romans 10:14; I Corinthians 1:18, 21; I Peter 1:23, 25; II Timothy 
4:2. 

2. Determines what people believe and what the church becomes, 
Romans 10:17. 

B. Factors to consider. 
1. Speaker: purpose, knowledge, attitudes (about self, subject, 

audience), credibility. 
2. Message: content, structure, style. 
3. Listeners: purpose, knowledge, attitudes. 
4. Channels of communication: verbal, nonverbal. 
5. Situation: physical, social. 
6. Positive factors: approval of respected individuals nearby, large 

number, middle of audience, sitting close together. 
 
II. Biblical Preaching 

A. Preaching from the Scriptures, II Timothy 3:15-17; 4:2. 
1. The preacher communicates a concept—a single, dominant idea; 

rifle, not shotgun. 
2. The main concept comes from Scripture. 

a. We have no right to preach our ideas instead of the Bible‘s ideas. 
b. We must base the central theme on Scripture. 
c. The text should govern the sermon. 
d. The main thought should come from the text, or else choose 

another text. 
e. We should use the text; explain it properly, or don‘t use it. 

3. The preacher should apply the text. 
B. Hermeneutics (brief). 

1. The grammatical-historical (literal) method: ordinary, apparent 
meaning of words in their grammatical, historical context; not a 
hidden or allegorical meaning. 

2. Exegesis: bringing meaning out of text, rather than putting meaning 
into text. 

3. Context: sentence, passage, book, testament, parallel passages. 
4. Word study. 
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5. Grammar. 
6. Setting: speaker or writer, audience, occasion, purpose. 
7. Literary style, including type of book and figures of speech. 
8. Biblical history, geography, culture. 

 
III. Planning the Message 

A. Methods of study. 
1. Consistent Bible study. 

a. Topics. 
b. Books of the Bible. 
c. Memorization. 
d. Mix with prayer. 

2. Consistent prayer. 
3. Read widely. 
4. Build vocabulary. 
5. Filing system. 

a. New sermon ideas. 
b. Sermons preached: log and notes. 
c. Supporting materials. 

6. Analyze audience, occasion, purpose, central idea. 
B. Tools for study. 

1. Concordance. 
2. Lexicons and word studies. 
3. Commentaries. 
4. Bible dictionaries and encyclopedias. 
5. Bible translations. 
6. Books on biblical history, geography, and culture. 

C. Steps in preparing a message. 
1. Select the passage. 
2. Study the passage and discover its message. 
3. Formulate the central idea and purpose of your message. 
4. Develop the main points. 
5. Outline the message. 

a. Reminder of the main points. 
b. Subordination of lesser points. 

6. Fill in the outline: support; illustrations; examples; special information 
such as statistics, quotations, and references. 

7. Prepare the introduction and conclusion. 
 

IV. Structuring the Message 
A. Direct teaching. 

1. State the main point. 
2. Make it clear. 
3. Prove it. 
4. Restate it. 
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B. Indirect (inductive) teaching. 
1. Begin with an illustration or comparison. 
2. Present additional illustrations. 
3. Show how the facts lead to the conclusion (without stating it). 
4. State the conclusion. 

 
C. Motivational sequence (example: evangelistic message). 

1. Attention: gain the audience‘s attention. 
2. Need: demonstrate a need. 
3. Satisfaction: show how to satisfy the need. 
4. Visualization: portray the solution; apply it to the audience. 
5. Action: call audience to implement the solution. 

 
D. Central thesis. 

1. One main thought, one central purpose. 
2. Definite enough to state clearly in writing, typically in one sentence. 
3. Definite subject: who, what, when, where, why, how. 
4. Definite complement: explains what is being said about the subject. 

 
E. Title. 

1. Gets audience‘s attention. 
2. Unifies the message. 
3. Enables the audience to remember the message. 
4. Sermon in a nutshell. 

 
F. Suggested structure. 

1. Introduction. 
2. Scripture thesis: exegete the text and extract the key principle. 
3. Support: additional scriptural support, illustrations, experiences. 
4. Application. 
5. Conclusion. 

 
V. Developing the Message 

 
A. Ways of developing an idea. 

1. Restate: say it in different words. 
2. Explain: what does it mean? 
3. Prove: is it true? 
4. Apply: what difference does it make; what is the purpose? 

 
B. Use sound reasoning. 
 
C. Filling in the outline. 

1. Explanation: definition, comparison, contrast, examples. 
2. Facts. 
3. Quotations. 
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4. Narration: Bible story, soliloquy, dialogue. 
5. Illustrations: true stories, personal experience, modern-day parables. 

 
D. Evangelistic preaching. 

1. Use major gospel themes: salvation, deliverance, atonement, faith, 
repentance, new birth, resurrection, judgment. (See sermons in 
Acts.) 

2. Simplicity. 
3. Adapt to the audience. 
4. Goal: bring hearers to the Acts 2:38 experience. 

 
VI. Beginning and Ending the Message 

 
A. Introduction. 

1. Purpose. 
a. Get attention. 
b. Gain goodwill and respect. 
c. Establish a need. 
d. Prepare for what follows. 

2. Methods: paradox, rhetorical question, startling fact, provocative 
comment, humor (if relevant), story, Scripture text itself (if well read), 
direct statement of subject. 

3. Prepare in advance. 
a. Overcomes stage fright. 
b. This is where you win or lose the audience. 

4. Style. 
a. Short. 
b. Genuine. 
c. General eye contact with audience. 
c. No apologies. 

 
B. Conclusion. 

1. Purpose. 
a. Focus on central theme and purpose. 
b. Sense of finality. 
c. Leave proper mood. 
d. Motivate desired response. 

2. Methods: summary, illustration, quotation, question, specific 
directions, prayer. 

3. Short: don‘t make it long or add a second conclusion. 
4. Depend on the power of Spirit and Word, not on gimmicks or 

psychological tactics. 
5. Create spiritual atmosphere, atmosphere of faith. 
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VII. Preaching Style 
A. Appearance. 

1. Neat, clean grooming and dress. 
2. Especially hair and shoes. 

B. Time (suggestions). 
1. 30 minutes maximum for young preacher; one hour maximum for 

seasoned preacher and special occasion. 
2. Evangelistic message: 20 to 30 minutes. 
3. Teaching session: 45 to 50 minutes. 

C. Wording. 
1. Clear, simple, direct, personal, vivid. 
2. Word choice: strive for accuracy, simplicity, appropriateness, 

imagery. 
3. Avoid trite or overused expressions. 

D. Voice. 
1. Intelligible: loudness, rate, enunciation, pronunciation. 
2. Variety: rate, pitch, stress or emphasis, pauses. 
3. Emotion. 
4. Practice. 

E. Body language. 
1. Project straightforward sincerity. 
2. Use of space. 

a. Physical arrangements: formal versus informal. 
b. Distance: learn to compensate in voice, facial expressions, and 

gestures. 
3. Bodily movement and stance. 

a. Be purposeful. 
b. Avoid distracting or irritating movements. 

4. Facial expressions. 
a. Be natural. 
b. Importance of general eye contact. 

5. Gestures. 
a. Be relaxed, spontaneous, uninhibited. 
b. Vigorous and definite. 
c. Varied. 
d. Proper timing: be natural. 
e. Use nervousness productively: channel it into energy. 

 
VIII. Conclusion 

A. Power of the Word, Isaiah 55:11. 
B. Anointing of the Spirit, Acts 1:8. 

 
Assignment# 6 

Review, study and learn Catechism question #13 
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April 28, 1994    Prepared by: Elder M.R. McCoy, Sr. 

BIBLE STUDY 
Greater Refuge Memorial Church of Our Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith, Inc. 

596 West Church Street, Orlando, FL 32805 
(407) 872-1984 

THE FIVE JUDGMENTS 
The scripture speaks of five judgments, and they differ in four general respects;  
   (1) As to the SUBJECTS of the judgments. 
   (2) As to the PLACE of the judgments. 
   (3) As to the TIME of the judgments. 
   (4) As to the RESULTS of the judgments. 
THE JUDGMENT OF THE BELIEVER  
 Our past sins have been judged  
  TIME: A.D. 30  
  PLACE: The Cross  
  RESULT: Death for Christ and Justification for the believer 
  (John 19:17-18; II Corinthians 5:21; I Peter 2:24; 3:18)  
THE JUDGMENT OF SIN IN THE BELIEVER  
 Our present and future sins are judged  
  TIME: Anytime  
  PLACE: Anywhere   
  RESULT: Chastisement by the Lord  
  (I Corinthians 11:31-32; Hebrews 12:6-7; I Peter 4:17)  
THE JUDGMENT OF THE CONDUCT OR WORKS OF THE BELIEVER  
 Our Christian walk and work will be judged  
  TIME: At the rapture (Christ coming for His saints)  
  PLACE: Judgment ("Bema") seat of Christ  
  RESULT: Reward or loss; but he himself shall be saved  
  (I Corinthiansl':13-15; II Corinthians 5:9-10; Matthew 25:14-30)  
THE JUDGMENT OF THE NATIONS  
 All nations shall be judged on their love and compassion for Christians  
  TIME: At the Revelation (Christ coming with His saints)  
  PLACE: The Valley of Jehoshaphat  
  RESULT: Some saved and some lost  
  (Joel 3:1-2; Matthew 13:24-30,36-43; Matthew 25:31-46)  
THE JUDGMENT OF THE WICKED DEAD  
 All the lost of all ages will be judged according to their works  
  TIME: A determined day after the millennium  
  PLACE: Before the "Great White Throne"  
  RESULT: All not written in the book of life cast into the lake of fire  
  (John 5:24-29; Acts 17:31; Revelation 20:4-15)  
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Rightly Dividing The Word Of Truth 
Dr. C.I. Scofield 

 

THE FIVE JUDGMENTS 
 
The expression "general judgment," of such frequent occurrence in religious 
literature, is not found in the Scriptures, and, what is of more importance, the 
idea intended to be conveyed by that expression is not found in the Scriptures. 
 
Dr. Pentecost well says: "It is a mischievous habit that has led the Christian world 
to speak of the judgment as being one great event taking place at the end of the 
world, when all human beings, saints, sinners, Jews and Gentiles, the living and 
the dead, shall stand up before the great white throne and there be judged. 
Nothing can be more wide of the teaching of the Scriptures." 
 
The Scriptures speak of five judgments, and they differ in four general respects: 
as to who are the subjects of judgment; as to the place of judgment; as to the 
time of judgment; as to the result of the judgment. 
 
THE JUDGMENT AS TO BELIEVERS 

Their sins have been judged. 
Time: A. D. 30.  
Place: the cross. 
Result: death for Christ: justification for the believer. 

 
'And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which 
is called in the Hebrew, Golgotha: Where they crucified him" (John 19:17-18). 
 
"Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree"(I Peter 2:24). 
 
"For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might 
bring us to God" (I Peter 3:18). 
 
"Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: 
for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree" (Galatians 3:13). 
 
"For he [God] hath made him [Christ] to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him" (2 Corinthians 5:21). 
 
"But now once in the end of the world hath he appeared, to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of himself' (Hebrews 9:26). 
 
"When he had by himself purged our sins" (Hebrews 1:3). 
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"There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." (Romans 8:1). 
 
THE JUDGMENT OF SIN IN THE BELIEVER 
Time: any time.  
Place: anywhere.  
Result: chastisement by the Lord, if we judge not ourselves.  
 
"For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. But when we are 
judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the 
world" (I Corinthians 11:31-32). 
 
"If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he 
whom the father chasteneth not?" (Hebrews 12:7). 
(See also I Peter 4:17; 1 Corinthians 5:5; 2 Samuel 7:14-15; 2 Samuel 12:13-14; 
1 Timothy 1:20.) 
 
THE CONDUCT, OR WORKS OF BELIEVERS ARE TO BE JUDGED 
Time: when Christ comes. 
Place: "in the air." 
Result to the believer: "reward" or "loss." "But he himself shall be saved." 
 
It is a solemn thought that though Christ bore our sins in His own body on the 
tree and God has entered into covenant with us to "remember them no more" 
(Hebrews 10:17), every work must corn into judgment. The life, the works of the 
believer must be reviewed by the Lord. 
 
"Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of 
him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one 
may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether 
it be good or bad." (2 Corinthians 5:9-10). 
 
"But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set a naught thy brother? 
for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ" (Romans 14:10). 
 
It will be observed that both of these passages are limited by the context to 
believers. In the first, the apostle speaks of us as in one of two states: either we 
are at home in the body and absent from the Lord, or absent from the body and 
present with the Lord-language which could not he used of unbelievers. 
  
"Where fore we make it our aim" to be well-pleasing unto the Lord, 'for we must 
all be made manifest" (2 Corinthians 5:8-9). 
 
In the other passage the words "we" and "brother" again limit it to believers. The 
Holy Spirit never comingles the saved and the unsaved. Then, lest it should 
seem incredible that a blood-cleansed saint could come into any judgment 
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whatever, he quotes from Isaiah to prove that "every knee shall bow," and adds, 
"So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God." 
 
The following passage gives the basis of the judgment of works: "For other 
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any 
man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble: 
every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it 
shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 
If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 
If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be 
saved; yet so as by fire" (I Corinthians 3:11-15). 
 
The following passages fix the time of this judgment: "For the Son of man shall 
come in the glory of his Father, with his angels: and then he shall reward every 
man according to his works" (Matthew 16:27). "And thou shalt be blessed; for 
they cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection 
of the just" (Luke 14:14). (See I Corinthians 15:22-23.) "Therefore judge nothing 
before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things 
of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall 
every man have praise of God" (I Corinthians 4:5). 
 
But how comforting it is, in view of that inevitable scrutiny of our poor works, to 
learn that in His patient love He is so leading us and working in us now that He 
can then find something in it all for which to praise us. 
 
"Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according 
as his work shall be" (Revelation 22:12). 
 
"Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, shall give me at that day" (2 Timothy 4:9). 
 
For the place of this judgment, see I Thessalonians 4:17 and Matthew 25:24-30. 
 
THE JUDGMENT OF THE NATIONS 
Time: the glorious appearing of Christ (Matthew 25:31-32; Matthew 13:40-41). 
Place: the valley of Jehoshaphat (Joel 3:1-2,12-14). 
Result: some saved, some lost (Matthew 25:46). 
 
Basis: The treatment of those whom Christ there calls, "my brethren" (Matthew 
25:40-45; Joel 3:3,6-7). These "brethren" we believe are the Jewish remnant who 
shall turn to Jesus as their Messiah during "the great tribulation" which follows 
the taking away of the church and is terminated by the glorious appearing of our 
Lord (Matthew 24:21-22; Revelation 7:14; 2 Thessalonians 2:3-9). The proof is 
too extensive to be put forth here. It is evident, however, that these "brethren" 
cannot be believers of this dispensation, for it would be impossible to find any 
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considerable number of Christians who are so ignorant that they do not know that 
offices of kindness to believers are really ministries to Jesus Himself. 
 
As this judgment of the living nations is sometimes confounded with that of the 
great white throne in Revelation 20:11, it may be well to note the following 
contrasts between the two scenes. 
 
The living nations will be characterized by the following: no resurrection; living 
nations judged; on the earth; no books; three classes-sheep, goats, "brethren"; 
time, when Christ appears. The great white throne will be characterized by the 
following: a resurrection; "the dead" judged; heavens and earth fled away; "books 
were opened"; one class: "the dead"; after He has reigned one thousand years. 
 
The saints will be associated with Christ in this judgment and hence cannot be 
the subjects of it. (See I Corinthians 6:2; Daniel. 7:22; Jude verses 14-15). 
 
In truth, the judgment of the great white throne and the judgment of the living 
nations have but one thing in common: the Judge. 
 
THE JUDGMENT OF THE WICKED DEAD 
Time: a determined day, after the millennium (Acts 17:31; Revelation.20:5,7). 
Place: before the great white throne (Revelation. 20:11) 
Result: Revelation. 20:15. 
 
Some may be troubled by the word "day" in such passages as Acts 17:31 and in 
Romans 2:16. See the following passages, where "day" means a lengthened 
period: 2 Peter 3:8; 2 Corinthians 6:2; John 8:56. The "hour" of John 5:25 has 
now lasted more than eighteen hundred years. 
 
The Scriptures speak, also, of a judgment of angels (I Corinthians 6:3; Jude 
verse 6; 2 Peter 2:4). Luke 22:30 probably refers to judges as under the 
theocracy - an administrative office, rather than judicial. (See Isaiah 1:26.) 
 
 
 
 
Assignment# 7 

Review, study and learn Catechism questions #14, #15, and #16. 
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"THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST AND THE PROBLEM OF SIN" 
Pastor Mark Copeland 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
1. Exactly what is sin?  The Bible speaks definitively, describing sin as: 
a. A transgression of the law of God – 1 John 3:4 
b. A failure to do what you know to be right - James 4:17 

c. Doing that which violates your conscience, even if the act is right within itself - 
Romans 14:23 

 
2. The Bible also reveals the seriousness of sin, which is seen... 
   a. In its universality - "all have sinned..." (Romans 3:23) 
   b. In its consequences - "The wages of sin is death..." (Romans 6:23) 

 
3. Even so, many people don‘t understand... 
   a. The serious problem of sin 
   b. How the gospel of Christ effectively solves this problem! 
 
[This lesson is should increase our understanding and appreciation of "How The 
Gospel Of Christ Addresses The Problem Of Sin".  We begin by first 
noticing...] 
 
I. THE PROBLEM OF SIN 

 
   [There is...] 

 
   A. THE "LOVE" OF SIN... 
      1. Sin does have its pleasurable nature - Hebrews 11:24-25 
      2. It is this pleasurable side that makes it easy for men to love 
         sin, which in turn can then blind them to the truth - John 3:19 
 
   B. THE "PRACTICE" OF SIN... 
      1. The seriousness of this aspect is that ALL have sinned! - Romans 3:23 
      2. Even Christians continue to sin at times - 1John 1:8-10 
 
   C. THE "STATE" OF SIN... 
      1. Those who love and practice sin are dead "in" sin - Ephesians 2:1 

      2. This pertains to our relationship to God; as far as He is 
         concerned, our practice of sin places us in a state in which we 
         are dead "to" Him! 
 
   D. THE "GUILT" OF SIN... 
      1. In the Scriptures, this refers primarily to "legal" guilt, but 
         it often includes as well "emotional" guilt 
      2. We may try to deny or suppress this truth, but a Holy God still 
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         recognizes our guilt before Him - Romans 3:19 
 
   E. THE "POWER" OF SIN... 
      1. Jesus spoke of the enslaving power of sin - John 8:34 

      2. Sin is so powerful, that even when a person wants to do good, 
         outside of Christ they are unable to do so consistently - Romans 7:14-21 

 
   F. THE "RESULT" OF SIN... 
      1. "The wages of sin is death" (Romans 6:23) 
      2. In the Scriptures, death includes the idea of separation (e.g., 
         physical death is the separation of body and spirit - James 2:26) 
         a. The result of sin is "spiritual death," or separation from God 
         b. Such separation exists in this life, but even more so in the 
            life to come! - Revelation 21:8 

 
[Such is the problem of sin.  Do we appreciate what a serious problem it really 
is?  How does the Gospel Of Christ address this problem?  Bear in mind that the 
gospel consists of: 
 
                          - FACTS to believe (DEATH) 
                          - COMMANDS to obey (BURIAL) 
                          - PROMISES to receive (RESURRECTION) 

 
The facts to believe are concisely stated in 1Corinthians 15:1-4, which reveal 

things that God has done in Christ.  These things which God has done make it 
possible for the commands and promises of the gospel to really address the 

problem of sin! Consider...] 
 
II. HOW THE GOSPEL ADDRESSES THE PROBLEM OF SIN 
 
   [First, the "Commands" of the gospel; the command to...] 
 
   A. "BELIEVE IN CHRIST" (LIFE) ADDRESSES THE "LOVE" OF SIN... 
      1. That it is necessary to believe is evident from Mark 16:15-16; John 1:4 

      2. When a person really believes in Christ and the facts the 
         gospel tells about Him... 1 John 5:1-12 

         a. They will come to hate sin for what it cost God and Christ 
         b. They will have the attitude expressed by the Psalmist in Psalms 119:104 

      3. The point is, true faith helps to eliminate our love for sin 
 
   B. "REPENT OF SINS" (DEATH) ADDRESSES THE "PRACTICE" OF SIN... 
      1. The gospel clearly calls mankind to repent - Acts 2:38; 17:30-31 

      2. When a person truly repents (a decision of the mind that leads 
to a change of action), they will receive the power to cease living a life 
devoted to the practice of sin John 1:12-13; Colossians 3:5 
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   C. "BE BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST" (BURIAL) ADDRESSES THE "STATE" 
OF SIN... 
      1. Remember, outside of Christ our state is "dead in sin" 
      2. The gospel includes the command to be baptized - Mark 16:15-16; 
         Matthew 28:18-20 
      3. When we are baptized (buried), our "state" changes 
         a. For baptism puts us in Christ - Galatians 3:27 
         b. In Christ, we are now "dead TO sin", no longer "dead IN sin" 
            - Romans 6:1-7 
 
   [And now for the "Promises" of the gospel; the promise of...] 
 
   D. "REMISSION OF SINS" (RESURRECTION) ADDRESSES THE "GUILT" 
OF SIN... 

      1. Remission of sins is promised to those who repent and are 
         baptized - Acts 2:38 

      2. When sin has been remitted, there is no longer any guilt! 
 
   E. "THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT" SOLVES” THE "POWER" OF SIN... 
      1. The gift of the Holy Spirit is likewise promised to those who 
         repent and are baptized - Acts 2:38 
      2. With the help of God's Spirit, we are no longer under the power 
         of sin - Romans 8:12,13; Ephesians 3:16,20 
 
   F. "ETERNAL LIFE" ADDRESSES THE "RESULT" OF SIN... 
      1. Instead of spiritual death and eternal separation from God, we 
         can have spiritual life and eternal communion with Him! 
      2. As Paul put it so succinctly:  "For the wages of sin is death, 
         but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." 
         (Romans 6:23) 

 
CONCLUSION 

 
1. We see "How The Gospel Of Christ Addresses The Problem Of Sin" in a 

wonderful and powerful way! 
 
2. Let the gospel address your problem of sin?  By... 
 
                - Believing the facts of the gospel? 
                - Obeying the commands of the gospel? 
                - Receiving the promises of the gospel? 
 
3. Do so, and through Jesus Christ you can overcome the problem of sin! 
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New Testament Church 
Bishop R.C. Lawson 

 
The business of the Church is God, to know God, to honor Him, to promote His 
interests, to extend the knowledge of Him to all parts of the world, that is our 
primary and proper work, and there is no secondary. When we adopt other 
objectives, we cease to be a church and become a religious organization merely 
doing some good, no doubt, but failing miserably to be what we call ourselves, a 
true Christian Church. Moreover, worst of all, we may then do real injury to the 
cause of Christ by misrepresenting Him among men and by giving to the world 
an inadequate or false concept of God. 
  
The church established by Jesus Christ and His Apostles was a unit, and was 
designed to remain so throughout all time. It had one sure foundation and one 
divine rule for building thereon. The Gospel was preached for the people. They 
heard it, believed it, and obeyed it. Those obedient ones that were baptized and 
filled with the Holy Spirit were instructed to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bonds of peace and to continue steadfast in the Apostle's doctrine and fellowship 
and braking of bread and in prayers. 
 
Now it is evident that there have been many invocations upon and departures 
from the teaching and practices of the primitive Church as laid down in the 
scriptures. Division, strife, and speculations exist and while they exist the world 
cannot get a dear comprehension of the way of salvation, without the light of 
understanding being flashed upon the whole complex situation. Amid the 
multiplicity of religions and variety of churches the intelligent observer and careful 
seeker ponders over in his mind such questions as these:  
 
What is the true Church?  
 
What is its Name?  
 
''What is Not the True Church?" An organization formulated by men, perpetuated 
by their posterity, upheld by the laws of the land, named after its founder or 
originator, whose members are joined through the system· of probation, voting, 
hand-shaking, card-signing, etc.  
 
The various churches and their names are not all the true church of Christ, but if 
any of them is right, the rest must needs be wrong, for there is but one church. 
One striking thing that is to be noted about various churches is that their names 
are not found in the Bible.  
 
Moreover, their origin are organizations of recent date, for instance, there is not 
one of the "modern" churches, whose origin is above a thousand years old, from 
the standpoint of organization, save the Roman Catholic which was begun 
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around the year 315 AD, three hundred years too late to be the church of Christ 
which was founded on the day Pentecost, AD 33. The Lutheran Church, founded 
in 1530; the Methodist, founded in 1729 by Mr. Morgan and Mr. John Wesley are 
too late. The Presbyterian and Baptist founded by Calvin in 1538 are too late.  
 
I could multiply the number, but the above is sufficient to exemplify the point set 
forth. But over against the above the church of our Lord Jesus Christ was 
founded by Jesus Christ very nearly 2000 years ago on that memorable day 
called Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit descended upon the waiting Disciples, 
and they spoke in tongues and glorified God.  
 
The True church is not an organization formulated by man and perpetuated by 
his posterity, and upheld by the laws of the land, but it is an organism born by 
and in the Spirit of God, perpetuated" by His ever-living presence, and upheld by 
His omnipotence.  
 
All Bible students will agree that the church of Christ was founded on the day of 
Pentecost. It was not, as some mistakenly zealous, honest, intellectual, even 
wise men have supposed, ,founded when Jesus was baptized in the river of 
Jordan by John and the Holy Ghost descended in the bodily shape of the dove, 
and the voice of God was heard saying, "This is my beloved Son in whom I am 
well pleased," Nor as yet as some have set forth that when Jesus said to Peter, 
"Upon this Rock I will build my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it." John the Baptist had nothing whatever to do in the building of church 
of Jesus Christ. His work was the introduction of the Messiah Christ and when 
said work was finished, John sealed his testimony by his blood on the chopping 
block of Herod and went the way of all flesh. The Son of God gave his epitaph 
saying, ―Of men born of women, there is none greater than John the Baptist."  
 
When Christ said unto Peter, Upon this rock I will build His church at that time, 
for He said, I will, signifying that at a future time He would build His Church upon 
the revealed word of God, through which the revelation, of Jesus as son of God, 
and redeemer, and not upon Peter nor his confession as the Roman Catholic 
Church interpret it. However, upon this rock (the word of God yet to be revealed 
in like manner) as the identity, of Jesus as revealed to Peter by the Spirit of God. 
 
The church is the mystical body of Jesus Christ, born or His Spirit, through the 
process of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Ghost. Titus 3:5 Christ is 
the only head, administrator and teacher. Its members are built upon the 
foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ, Himself, the chief 
cornerstone; in whom all the building, fitly framed together groweth into a Holy 
Temple in the Lord, in whom ye also are built together for habitation of God 
through the Spirit, Ephesians 2:19-22. 
 
On the day of Pentecost the hundred and twenty waiting disciples, in obedience 
to the command of Jesus, had tarried in prayer and supplication ten days waiting 
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for the Holy Spirit. They were all in one .accord and in' one place, when suddenly 
there came from heaven the sound of a rushing, mighty wind, the Holy Ghost 
descended; and filled all the place wherein they were sitting. There appeared 
unto them cloven tongues as of fire and they all were filled with the Holy Ghost 
and began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
Jerusalem was stirred by the wonderful phenomenon' and came, together as. 
one man to the place, where the Disciples were praising and blessing God and 
staggering around as though they were drunk, speaking in other languages as 
the Spirit' of God gave them utterance. When some were in doubt as to the 
nature and meaning of that which they had seen and heard some said, "Are not 
all these men Galileans? We do hear them speak each man in our own tongues 
of the wonderful work of God."  
 
Others, mocking said, "these men are full of new wine."  Peter, standing up with 
the eleven preached unto them Jesus Christ, buried, resurrected, and ascended, 
and the shedding forth of that which they had seen and heard. The multitude, 
stung, with conviction cried' out, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?", and 
Peter said unto them; "Repent and be ye baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins and you shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost." Three thousand gladly received his word and were baptized and 
continued in the Apostle's doctrine and breaking of bread and in prayers.  
 
The contrast can be readily seen in the beginning and origin of the true church 
and the above mentioned Churches of recent origin. None claim the mighty 
baptism of the spirit, accompanied with speaking in other tongues, as the church 
of Christ did on the day of Pentecost.  
   
We mentioned above in this article of the church as touching its nature, being an 
organism and not an organization. Its nature is not composed by bylaws, rituals, 
ceremonies, covenants and other, ecclesiastical millinery. All these things may 
have some use, but they are not the nature of the church and were never 
instituted by Jesus Christ.  
 
Moreover, expensive cathedrals and buildings are not the church. The church is 
the mystical body of Jesus Christ, whose nature is Spirit. Therefore it is invisible 
and you cannot gain membership by joining, and shaking, etc. as is commonly 
thought. It is the invisible presence of Jesus Christ, who is above all and in all 
that are born of His Spirit, John 3:5; Acts 2:38.  '  
 
The church is visible only in the person of Spirit-filled believers, who according to 
Ephesians 2:19-22 "Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellow citizens with the " saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon 
himself being the Chief comer stone. In whom all the building fitly framed 
together groweth unto a holy temple in the Lord; in whom ye also are built 
together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 
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THE CHURCH MILITANT 
The Church of Our Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith  

“Fighting Her Way Through The Ages” 
 

Knowledge of Church history is important because the Lord Himself built His 
Church (Matthew 16:18) laid it upon the surest Foundation - Himself (1 
Corinthians 3:11; 1 Peter 2:6), promised to guide, preserve and protect it, and 
encourages each believer to learn from its history (Revelation 2:7,11,17,29; 
3:6,13,22; Matthew 13:9,11,43,51)   
 
Natural approach to Church history 

Protestant historians divide Church history into 3 periods - Ancient (AD 30-590) 
Medieval (590-1517) and Modern (from 1517). This conventional method is 
convenient and natural, the basis of division being the watersheds of Roman 
Catholic ascendency and decline, not the bible.  
 
Spiritual approach to Church history 

Apostolics approach Church history from the standpoint of the progress of the 
Faith. "The Faith" is that body of truth embodied in the Bible, delivered by the 
Lord Jesus Christ through His apostles once unto the saints Jude 3.  Paul 
especially exhorts all the saints to "keep the Faith", "stand fast in the Faith", 
"continue in the Faith", and not to "depart from it" or to "deny it".  The Lord Jesus 
said of the end of Church history, "When the Son of Man cometh, shall He find 
the Faith upon the earth?" (Luke 18:8)  Obviously not the pure Faith delivered by 
Him. Church history then is the progress of that Faith, which after delivery by the 
Lord was vigorously defended and died for, but now after 2000 years denied by 
large numbers calling themselves "Christians. 
 

The Seven Periods of Church History 
 
PERIOD #1   
Apostolic Church - The Faith Defined – (AD 33 to AD 100) 

(Ephesus, Revelation 2:1-7; Sower and Seed, Matthew 13:1-9; Acts 1-28) 
This period saw the Lord forming His Church, guiding it and giving it all 
necessary doctrines to see it through the next 2000 years or more, till its 
Rapture. 
 
PERIOD #2 
Persecuted Church – The Faith Defended – (AD 100 to AD 313) 
(Smyrna - Revelation 2:8-11; Wheat and Tares- Matthew 13:24-30) 
This period saw the Church undergoing severe persecution under the iron heel of 
Rome.  The Lord allowed His Church to go through this fiery trial to equip it for 
the many centuries of testimony ahead.  The Church emerged stronger than 
before. 
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PERIOD #3 
Imperial Catholic Church - The Faith Disputed (AD 313 to AD 476) 
(Pergamum - Revelation 2:12-17; Mustard Tree - Matthew 13:31-32) 
A period which began with victory over persecution soon saw the Church 
succumbing to the favors of the Roman Empire and testimony declined. 
 
PERIOD #4 
Roman Catholic Church - The Faith Defiled (AD 476 to AD 1453) 
(Thyatira – Revelation 2:18-29; Woman with leaven - Matthew 13:33-35) 
This period saw the ascendancy of the Roman Catholic Church over the other 
four Catholic Churches. 
 
PERIOD # 5 
Protestant Church - The Faith Discovered (AD 1453 to AD 1648) 
(Sardis – Revelation 3:1-6; Hidden Treasure found – Matthew 13:44) 
This period saw a tremendous movement away from the Catholic Church, the 
beginning of a return to the Word of God, but incomplete. 
 
PERIOD #6 
Missionary Church - The Faith Discerned (AD 1648 to AD 1920) 
(Philadelphia – Revelation 3:7-13; Pearl of Great Price – Matthew 13:45-46) 
This period saw the complete restoration and recovery of all Scriptural truths with 
new apostolic vigor to carry the Gospel to the ends of the earth. 
 
PERIOD #7 
Modernist Period - The Faith Denied (AD 1920 to Rapture) 
(Laodicea – Revelation 3:14-22; Dragnet – Matthew 13:47-52) 
This period sees progressive denial of the Name of Jesus, discarding of His 
Work and Word, distortion of His Church, yet a powerful defense of the Truth  by 
a remnant continues until the Rapture. 
 
 
Assignment# 8 

Be prepared for a test on Catechism questions #1 thru #22. 
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LAW AND GRACE 

The most obvious and striking division of the Word of truth is that between law 
and grace. Indeed, these contrasting principles characterize the two most 
important dispensations: the Jewish and Christian. "For the law was given by 
Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ" (John 1:17). 

It is not, of course, meant that there was no law before Moses, any more than 
that there was no grace and truth before Jesus Christ. The forbidding to Adam 
of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Gen. 2:17) was law, 
and surely grace was most sweetly manifested in the Lord God seeking His 
sinning creatures and in His clothing them with coats of skins (Gen. 3:21)-a 
beautiful type of Christ who "is made unto us . . . righteousness" (1 Cor. 1:30).  

Law, in the sense of some revelation of God's will, and grace, in the sense of 
some revelation of God's goodness, have always existed, and to this Scripture 
abundantly testifies. But "the law" most frequently mentioned in Scripture was 
given by Moses, and from Sinai to Calvary, dominates, characterizes, the time; 
just as grace dominates or gives its peculiar character to the dispensation 
which begins at Calvary and has its predicted termination in the rapture of the 
church. 

It is, however, of the most vital moment to observe that Scripture never, in any 
dispensation, mingles these two principles.  

Law always has a place and work distinct and wholly diverse from that of 
grace.  

Law is God prohibiting and requiring; grace is God beseeching and bestowing.  

Law is a ministry of condemnation; grace, of forgiveness.  

Law curses; grace redeems from that curse.  

Law kills; grace makes alive. Law shuts every mouth before God; grace opens 
every mouth to praise Him.  



 

 

52 

Law puts a great and guilty distance between man and God; grace makes 
guilty man nigh to God.  

Law says, 'An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth"; grace says, "Resist not 
evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other 
also."  

Law says, "Hate thine enemy"; grace says, "Love your enemies, bless them 
that despitefully use you."  

Law says, do and live; grace says, believe and live.  

Law never had a missionary; grace is to be preached to every creature.  

Law utterly condemns the best man; grace freely justifies the worst (Luke 
23:43; Rom. 5:8; 1 Tim 1:15; 1 Cor. 6:9-11).  

Law is a system of probation; grace, of favor.  

Law stones an adulteress; grace says, "Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin 
no more."  

Under law the sheep dies for the shepherd: under grace the Shepherd dies for 
the sheep. 

Everywhere the Scriptures present law and grace in sharply contrasted 
spheres. The mingling of them in much of the current teaching of the day spoils 
both, for law is robbed of its terror, and grace of its freeness. 

The student should observe that "law" in the New Testament Scriptures, means 
the law given by Moses (Rom. 7:23 is an exception). Sometimes the entire law 
(the moral, or the Ten Commandments and the ceremonial) is meant; 
sometimes the commandments only; sometimes the ceremonial only. Among 
passages of the first type, Romans 6:14; Galatians 2:16, and 3:2 are examples. 
Of the second type, Romans 3:19 and 7:7-12 are examples. Of the third type, 
Colossians 2:14-17 is an example. 

It should be remembered also that in the ceremonial law are enshrined those 
marvelous types-the beautiful foreshadowings of the person and work of the 
Lord Jesus as priest and sacrifice, as in the tabernacle (Exod. 25-30) and 
levitical offerings (Lev. 1-7), which must ever be the wonder and delight of the 
spiritually minded. 

Expressions in the Psalms too, which would be inexplicable if understood only 
of the "ministration of death, written and engraven in stones" (2 Cor. 3:7), are 
made clear when seen to refer to Christ or to the redeemed. "But his delight is 
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in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night" (Ps. 
1:2). "0 how I love thy law! It is my meditation all the day" (Ps. 119:97). 

Three errors have troubled the church concerning the right relation of law to 

grace: 

1. Antinomianism- the denial of all rule over the lives of believers; the 
affirmation that men are not required to live holy lives because they are 
saved by God's free grace, "They profess that they know God; but in 
works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto 
every good work reprobate" (Titus 1: 16). 

"For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old 
ordained to this condemnation; ungodly men, turning the grace of our 
God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord 
Jesus Christ" (Jude verse 4). 

2. Ceremonialism- the demand that believers should observe the 
levitical ordinances. The modern form of this error is the teaching that 
Christian ordinances are essential to salvation. 

"And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, 
and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye 
cannot be saved" (Acts 15:1). 

3. Galatianism- the mingling of law and grace; the teaching that 

justification is partly by grace, partly by law, or, that grace is given to 
enable an otherwise helpless sinner to keep the law. Against this error, 
the most wide-spread of all, the solemn warnings, the. unanswerable 
logic, the emphatic declarations of the Epistle to the Galatians are 
God's conclusive answer. 

"This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of 
the law, or by the hearing of faith? Are ye so foolish? having begun in 
the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?" (Gal. 3:2- 3). 
 
"I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the 
grace of Christ unto another gospel: which is not another [there could 
not be another gospel]; but there be some that trouble you, and would 
pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached 
unto you, let him be accursed" (Gal. 1:6-8). 

The following may be helpful as an outline of Scripture teaching on this 
important subject. The moral law only is referred to in the passages cited. 
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WHAT THE LAW IS 

"Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good" 
(Rom. 7:12), 
 
"For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin" (Rom. 
7:14). 
 
"For I delight in the law of God after the inward man" (Rom. 7:22). 
 
"But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully" (I Tim. 1:8). 
 
"And the law is not of faith" (Gal. 3:12). 

THE LAWFUL USE OF THE LAW 

"What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, 
but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not 
covet" (Rom. 7:7; see also verse 13). 

"Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: 
for by the law is the knowledge of sin" (Rom. 3:20). 

"Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because Of transgressions" 
(Gal. 3:19). 

"Now we know, that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are 
under the law; that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may 
become guilty before God" (Rom. 3:19). Law has but one language: "what 
things soever." It speaks only to condemn. 

"For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, 
Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the 
book of the law to do them" (Gal. 3: 10). 

"For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is 
guilty of all" (James 2:10). 

"The ministration of death, written and engraven in stones" (2 Cor. 3:7). 

"The ministration of condemnation" (2 Cor. 3:9). 

"For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin 
revived, and I died" (Rom. 7:9). 

"The strength of sin is the law" (1 Cor. 15:56). 
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"It is evident, then, that God's purpose in giving the law, after the race had 
existed twenty-five hundred years without it (John 1: 17; Gal. 3:17), was to 
bring to guilty man the knowledge of his sin first, and then of his utter 
helplessness in view of God's just requirements. It is purely and only a 
ministration of condemnation and death. 

WHAT THE LAW CANNOT DO 

"Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: 
for by the law is the knowledge of sin" (Rom. 3:20). 

"Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of 
Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified 
by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the 
law shall no flesh be justified" (Gal. 2:16). 

"I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then 
Christ is dead in vain" (Gal. 2:21). 

"But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, the 
just shall live by faith" (Gal. 3: 11). 

"For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin 
in the flesh" (Rom. 8:3). 

"And by him, all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could 
not be justified by the law of Moses" (Acts 13:39). 

"For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by 
the which we draw nigh unto God" (Heb. 7:19). 

THE BELIEVER IS NOT UNDER THE LAW 

Romans 6, after declaring the doctrine of the believer's identification with Christ 
in His death, of which baptism is the symbol (verses 1-10), begins, with verse 
11, the declarations of the principles which should govern the walk of the 
believer-his rule of life. This is the subject of the remaining twelve verses. 
Verse 14 gives the great principle of his deliverance, not from the guilt of sin 
that is met by Christ's blood, but from the dominion of sin-his bondage* under 
it. "For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but 
under grace." 

Lest this should lead to the monstrous Antinomianism of saying that therefore a 
godly life was not important, the Spirit immediately adds: "What then? Shall we 
sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid" (Rom. 
6:15). Surely every renewed heart answers 'Amen" to this. 
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Then Romans 7 introduces another principle of deliverance from law. 
"Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of 
Christ; that ye should he married to another, even to him who is raised from the 
dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God. For when we were in the flesh, 
the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to bring 
forth fruit unto death. But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead 
wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the 
oldness of the letter" (Rom. 7:4-6). (This does not refer to the ceremonial law; 
see verse 7.) 

"For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God" (Gal. 
2:19). 

"But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up, unto the faith 
which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster 
to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after that faith is 
come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster" (Gal. 3:23-25). 

"But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully; knowing this, that 
the law is not made for a righteous man" (I Tim. 1:8-9). 

WHAT IS THE BELIEVER'S RULE OF LIFE? 

"He that saith he abideth in him, ought himself also so to walk, even as he 
walked" (I John 2:6). 

"Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and 
we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren" (I John 3:16). 

"Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly 
lusts, which war against the soul" (I Pet. 2:11; see also verses 12-23). 

"I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with long-
suffering, forbearing one another in love" (Eph. 4:1-2). 

"Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; and walk in love as Christ 
also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us" (Eph. 5:1-2). 

"For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as 
children of light" (Eph. 5:8). 

"See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the 
time, because the days are evil" (Eph. 5:15-16). 
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"This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh" 
(Gal. 5:16). 

"For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have, done to you" 
(John 13:15). 

"If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept 
my Father's commandments, and abide in his love" (John 15: 10). 

"This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you" 
(John 15:12). 

"He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me" 
(John 14:21). 

'And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his 
commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. And this is 
his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus 
Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment" (I John 3:22-23). 

"This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord; 
I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them" (Heb. 10: 
16). 

A beautiful illustration of this principle is seen in a mother's love for her child. 
The law requires parents to care for their offspring and pronounces penalties 
for the willful neglect of them; but the land is full of happy mothers who tenderly 
care for their children in perfect ignorance of the existence of such a statute. 
The law is in their hearts. 

It is instructive, in this connection, to remember that God's appointed place for 
the tables of the law was within the ark of the testimony. With them were "the 
golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded" (types: the one of 
Christ our wilderness bread, the other of resurrection, and both speaking of 
grace), while they were covered from sight by the golden mercy seat upon 
which was sprinkled the blood of atonement. The eye of God could see His 
broken law only through the blood that completely vindicated His justice and 
propitiated His wrath (Heb. 9:4-5). 

It was reserved to modernists to wrench these holy and just but deathful tables 
from underneath the mercy seat and the atoning blood and erect them in 
Christian churches as the rule of Christian life. 

WHAT IS GRACE? 

"But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared 
. . . according to his mercy he saved us" (Titus 3:4-5). "That in the ages to 
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come he might show the exceeding riches of his grace, in his kindness toward 
us through Christ Jesus" (Eph. 2:7). 

"But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us" (Rom. 5:8).  

WHAT IS GOD'S PURPOSE IN GRACE? 

"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift 
of God: not of works, lest any man should boast" (Eph. 2:8-9). 

For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching 
us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world: looking for that blessed hope, and 
the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ" (Titus 
2:11-13). 

"That, being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the 
hope of eternal life" (Titus 3:7). 

"Being justified freely by his grace; through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus" (Rom. 3:24). 

"By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand" 
(Rom. 5:2). 

"And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them 
which are sanctified" (Acts 20:32). 

"To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in 
the beloved: in whom we have redemption through f. his blood, the forgiveness 
of sins, according to the riches of his grace" (Eph. 1:6-7). 

"Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need"(Heb. 4:16). 

"How complete, how all-inclusive! Grace saves, justifies, builds up, makes 
accepted, redeems, forgives, bestows an inheritance, gives standing before 
God, provides a throne of grace to which we may come boldly for mercy and 
help; it teaches us how to live and gives us a blessed hope! It remains to note 
that these diverse principles cannot be intermingled. 

"And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. 
But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work" 
(Rom. 11:6). 
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"Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But 
to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith 
is counted for righteousness" (Rom. 4:4-5; see also Gal. 3:16-18; 4:21-31). 

"So then, brethren, we are not children of the bond-woman, but of the free" 
(Gal. 4:31). 

"For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned 
with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest, and the sound of a 
trumpet, and the voice of words: which voice they that heard entreated that the 
word should not be spoken to them any more (for they could not endure that 
which was commanded, And if so much as a beast touch the mountain, it shall 
he stoned, or thrust through with a dart: and so terrible was the sight, that 
Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake). But ye are come unto Mount Zion, 
and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an 
innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and church of the 
firstborn which are written in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the 
spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of the new 
covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of 
Abel" (Heb. 12:18-24). 

It is not, then a question of dividing what God spoke from Sinai into moral law 
and ceremonial law-the believer does not come to that mount at all. 

As sound old Bunyan said: "The believer is now, by faith in the Lord Jesus, 
shrouded under so perfect and blessed a righteousness, that this thundering 
law of Mount Sinai cannot find the least fault or diminution therein. This is 
called the righteousness of God without the law." 

Should this meet the eye of an unbeliever, he is affectionately exhorted to 
accept the true sentence of that holy and just law which he has violated: "For 
there is no difference: for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God" 
(Rom. 3:22-23).  

In Christ such will find a perfect and eternal salvation, as it is written: "If thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved" (Rom. 10:9); for 
Christ is "the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth" 
(Rom. 10:4). 

Assignment# 9 
Review, study and learn Catechism questions #23, #24, and #25. 
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COVENANTS, DISPENSATIONS,  
AND CHRIST 

 
INTRODUCTION  
 
Since much of God‘s relationship to man is based upon covenantal relationships, 
a study of the eight covenants is a very important aspect of correctly 
understanding Scripture.  The Church of Our Lord Jesus Christ teaches that the 
Bible is divided in dispensations based on covenants.  Although dispensation 
may end, covenants often continue.  A proper understanding of dispensations 
and covenants is necessary to ―rightly divide the word of truth.‖ (2 Timothy 2:15)  
 
A. Covenant  

A covenant is an agreement between God and man or God and nation.  A 
biblical covenant differs from covenants derived by men because God 
cannot fail, lie, or violate His word.  There are two types of Biblical 
covenants 
 
1. Conditional Covenants 

Covenant in which a proposal of God to man is characterized by 
the formula: If you will…then I will. Two of the eight covenants are 
conditional: the Edenic and Mosaic  

   

2. Unconditional Covenants  
Covenant whereby God sovereignly obligates Himself to bring to 
pass definite blessing and conditions for the covenanted party.  
This covenant is characterized by the formula: I will.  Six of the 
eight covenants are unconditional: Adamic, Noahic, Abrahamic, 
Palestinian, Davidic, and New.   

B. Dispensation 

―A Dispensation is a period of time during which man is tested in 
respect to obedience to some specific revelation of the will of God‖ C. 
I. Scofield 

 
―A Dispensation is a distinguishable economy in the outworking of 
God‘s purpose‖ Charles Ryrie 
 
―A Dispensation is a particular way of God‘s administering His rule over 
the world as He progressively works out His purpose for world history‖ 
Renald Showers  
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I. THE EDENIC COVENANT  

A. Scripture: Genesis 1:28-30; 2:15-17; 3:1-8 
B. Participants: God and Adam 
C. Provisions  

1. Be fruitful and multiply  
2. Subdue the earth  
3. Mankind given authority over living things  
4. Vegetarian Diet  
5. Responsibility to tend Garden of Eden  
6. Don‘t eat of The Tree of the Knowledge of Good & Evil  
7. Penalty for eating from The Tree  

D. Current Status  
The Edenic Covenant was the basis for the Dispensation of 
Innocence which began at creation and ended with the fall. 

 E. Relationship to Christ 
Through Christ, the ―second man‖, and the ―last Adam‖ (I 
Corinthians 15:45-49) man is restored to the perfect fellowship that 
existed before sinn entered the world (Revelation 2:7; 22:2).  

 
II. THE ADAMIC COVENANT  

A. Scripture: Genesis 3:14-19 
B. Participants: God and Adam 
C. Provisions:  

1. Serpent  
2. Satan  
3. Women  
4. Mankind  

D. Current Status  
The Adamic Covenant is the basis for the Dispensation of 
Conscience and this unconditional covenant is in effect today.  The 
Dispensation of Conscience began at the fall and ended at the 
flood. 

E. Relationship to Christ 
Christ is the promised redeemer ―seed of the woman‖ (Genesis 
3:15; John 12:31; Galatians 4:4; I John 3:8; Revelation 20:10).  

 

III. THE NOAHIC COVENANT  
A. Scripture: Genesis 9:1-17  
B. Participants: God and Noah 
C. Provisions: 

1. Be fruitful, multiply, and replenish the earth 
2. Fear of man by animals  
3. The diet of man is ―every moving thing liveth.‖  
4. Man is forbidden to consume blood 
5. Mankind is authorized to carry out Capital Punishment  
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6. God‘s promise that humanity would never be destroyed again by 
flood  
7. The token of the covenant is the rainbow  

D. Current Status  
The Noahic Covenant is the basis for the Dispensation of Human 
Government which began at the flood and ended with the call of 
Abram.  The unconditional covenant remains in effect today. 

E. Relationship to Christ 
Christ is man‘s only ―ark of salvation‖ from the flood of sin (Matthew 
1:21; Acts 4:12)  

 

IV. THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT  

A. Scripture: Genesis 12:1-3, 7; 13:14-17; 15:1-21; 17:1-21 
B. Participants: God and Abraham 
C. Provisions  

1. A great nation would come from Abraham, the nation of Israel  
2. Abraham was promised the Land  
3. A multitude of other nations would come from Abraham  
4. Abraham would be blessed and his name would be great  
5. Those who bless Israel will be blessed  
6. Those who curse Israel will be cursed  
7. Through Abraham all families of the earth will be blessed  
8. Abraham would have a son through his wife Sarah  
9. The sign of this covenant would be circumcision  
10. The Covenant Line would go through Isaac and Jacob  

D. Grouping of Provisions  
1. To Abraham  
2. To the Nation of Israel  
3. To the non-Jewish nations  

E. Becomes a basis for other Covenants  
1. Land Aspect / Palestinian Covenant  
2. Seed Aspect / Davidic Covenant 
3. Blessing Aspect / New Covenant  

F. Current Status  
The Abrahamic Covenant became the basis for the Dispensation of 
Promise.  Because the covenant is unconditional it is still in effect 
but has remained largely unfulfilled.  The ultimate fulfillment will 
come during the Kingdom age. 

 G. Relationship to Christ 
Through Christ we receive the promises God mad to Abraham 
(Galatians 3:13-18) 

 
V. THE MOSAIC COVENANT 

A. Scripture: Exodus 19:25; 20:1-Deuteronomy 28:68  
B. Participants: God and Israel 
C. Provisions 
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1. Purpose of the Covenant  
2. Limitations of the Mosaic Covenant  

a. Limited to Israel only  
b. Limited to a certain time period  
c. Limited in it‘s ability to cover sin  

3. The abolishing and nullification of the Covenant  
4. Objections to the ‗end of the Law‘. Some say:  

a. The Law is in effect until the return of Messiah  
b. Only the ceremonial Law has been done away with  
c. The Hebrew Scriptures say that Mosaic Law observance 
is eternal  
d. Without the Law, we can no longer be Jews  

5. Our Freedom to ―keep‖ portions of the Law as desired  
D. Current Status  

The Mosaic Covenant was the basis for the Dispensation of Law.  It 
is the only Jewish covenant that was conditional and ended with the 
death of Christ. 

 E. Relationship to Christ 
  Christ is the fulfillment of the Law (Matthew 5:17-18) 
 
VI. THE PALESTINIAN COVENANT  

A. Scripture: Deuteronomy 28:1- 30:20 
B. Participants: God and Israel 
C. Provisions 

  1. Moses spoke of Israel‘s disobedience 
  2. Israel will repent 
  3. Messiah will return 
  4. Israel be re-gathered 
  5. Israel will possess the promise land 
  6. Israel will be regenerated 
  7. Israel enemies will be judged 
.  8. Israel will receive full blessing 

D. Current Status 
The Palestinian Covenant along with the Abrahamic Covenant 
became the basis for the Dispensation of Promise.  Because the 
covenant is unconditional it is still in effect.  The present day Israeli 
Arab conflict is over this covenant. 

 E. Relationship to Christ 
  In Christ we have a promised prepared place (John 14:1-3) 
 
VII. THE DAVIDIC COVENANT  

A. Scripture: 2 Samuel 7:8-17; 1 Chronicles 17:10-14 
B. Participants: God and David  
C. Provisions 

  1. David is promised an eternal dynasty 
  2. David‘s Son (Solomon) would be established 
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  3. Solomon would build the Temple 
  4. David‘s Kingdom would be established for ever 
  5. Solomon would be disciplined but God with loving-kindness 
  6. Messiah would come from the seed of David 

7. Messiah and His throne, house, and kingdom will be established 
for ever. 

D. Current Status  
  The Davidic Covenant is unconditional and is still in effect. 
 E. Relationship to Christ 

Christ is the ―seed‖, ―heir‖, and ―king‖ of the precious promise 
(Matthew 1:1; Luke 1:31-33 

 
VIII. THE NEW COVENANT  

A. Scripture: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
B. Participants: God and Israel 
C. Provisions  

1. It is a completely new covenant, not a renewed covenant  
2. Salvation of Israel  
3. Indwelling of the Holy Spirit  
4. Blessing of safety and granting of material needs  
5. Millennial Temple  

D. The relationship of the Church to the New Covenant  
1. The attempt by some in Christendom to shift all the New 
Covenant to the Church  
2. The explanation by some that there are two New Covenants  
3. Scriptural support that Gentile believers are ―fellow partakers‖ of 
the New Covenant 

 E. Current Status 
The New Covenant is the basis of the Dispensation of Grace.  The 
covenant is unconditional and eternally in effect.   

 F. Relationship to Christ 
Christ is the sacrifice on which the New Covenant rests (I 
Corinthians 11:25) 
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ENDTIME PROPHECY TIMELINE 
  
ISRAEL RESTABLISHED  
 State of Israel established in 1948 
 Jerusalem returns to Jewish control in 1967. Luke 21:24 

 
SIGNS OF THE END 
 According to Christ the following are the beginning of sorrows. 
 Godlessness in the last days - 2 Timothy 3:1-5,7 
 False Messiahs. Prelude to the First Seal - Matthew 24:5,11 
 Wars and Rumors of Wars. Prelude to the Second Seal - Matthew 24:6 
 Famines. Prelude to the Third Seal - Matthew 24:7 
 Pestilences - Matthew 24:7 
 Earthquakes - Matthew 24:7 

 
RAPTURE 
 The instantaneous removal of God's people from the earth. 

Matthew 24:31,40-41, 1 Corinthians 15:50-53, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17, 
John 14:1-3, 2 Thessalonians 2:3,6-7, 2 Thessalonians 2:5,9-10, Luke 
21:34-36, Isaiah 26:19-21, Revelation 4:1-2 

 
SEVEN-YEAR PERIOD OF DANIEL BEGINS 
 Seven-year covenant or peace treaty with Israel is confirmed by the 

Antichrist. Daniel 9:27 
 Antichrist is revealed.  
 1st Seal - White Horseman, 2 Thessalonians 2:3,6-7, Daniel 11:36, 

Revelation 6:1-2 
 Rebuilding of the Third Temple in Jerusalem -Daniel 9:27 
 False Prophet is revealed. Revelation 13:11, Matthew 24:11 
 Miracles of the False Prophet cause deception amongst the people of the 

world. Revelation 11:13-14, Matthew 24:24 
 War - 2nd Seal - Revelation 6:3-4, Matthew 24:6 
 Mark of the Beast is required on all people to buy or sell. This signifies 

worship of the Beast. Revelation 11:16-18 
 Famine - 3rd Seal - Revelation 6:5-6, Matthew 24:7 
 Resurrection of the Beast/Antichrist after a fatal wound. Revelation 11:12 
 Two witnesses of God prophesy against the Antichrist causing drought 

and plagues to come upon the earth. Revelation 11:3-6 
 
TRIBULATION MIDPOINT (3 1/2 years after the peace treaty with Israel) 
 Breaking of the covenant with Israel by the Antichrist. Daniel 9:27 
 Abomination of Desolation - The image of the Antichrist is placed in the 

temple at Jerusalem and given breath by the False Prophet. Daniel 
9:27,11:31, 2 Thessalonians 2:4, Matthew 24:15 
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GREAT TRIBULATION 
 Persecutions of Christians Begins - Matthew 24:21-22, Revelation 13:5-7 
 Death - 4th Seal - One-fourth of the world's population (new Christians 

and Jews) are killed by the Antichrist/Beast with the sword and with 
starvation. None can buy without taking the mark of the Beast. - 
Revelation 6:7-8 

 Martyrs of the Tribulation period cry out to the Lord. 
 5th Seal - Revelation 6:9-11, 2 Timothy 3:12, Daniel 7:25 
 Signs in the Sky - 6th Seal - (Great Earthquake, Bloody Moon, Blackout of 

the Sun #1, Meteors falling, Mountains and Islands moving, Sky splits 
apart) Revelation 6:12-14, Matthew 24:29, Joel 2:30-31, 3:14-16 

 144,000 of the tribe of Israel are sealed - Revelation 7:2-4 
Martyrs that came out of the Great Tribulation stand before God - 
Revelation 7:9-17 

 
DAY OF THE LORD 
 7th Seal - Trumpet Judgments of the Wrath of God - Revelation 8:1,6  
 1st Trumpet - Hail and Fire Destruction of all the grass and 1/3 of trees. 

Revelation 8:7 
 2nd Trumpet - Meteor falls into the Ocean destroying 1/3 of ships and sea 

life. Revelation 8:8-9 
 3rd Trumpet -Wormwood falls from the Heavens causing fresh water to 

become bitter. Revelation 8:10-11 
 4th Trumpet - Darkening of a third of the sun, moon, and stars. Revelation 

8:12, Joel 3:13 
 5th Trumpet - Locusts from the Bottomless Pit and Blackout of the Sun #2. 

Revelation 9:1-10 
 6th Trumpet - Eastern army of 200,000,000 men kill 1/3 of mankind. 

Revelation 9:13-19  
 Death of the Two Witnesses. Revelation 11:7-10 
 Resurrection of the Two Witnesses on the Third day occurring in view of 

the World. Revelation 11:11-12  
 Earthquake strikes Jerusalem destroying 1/10 of the city - Revelation 

11:13 
 7th Trumpet - Consists of seven Bowl Judgements of the Wrath of God. 
 1st Bowl - Sores on men with the Mark of the Beast. Revelation 16:2 
 2nd Bowl - All creatures in the sea die. Revelation 16:3 
 3rd Bowl - Rivers and Springs become blood. Revelation 16:4 
 4th Bowl - Sun scorches the earth. Revelation 16:8-9 
 5th Bowl - Kingdom of the Antichrist/Beast becomes full of darkness. 

Revelation 16:10-11  
 6th Bowl - Euphrates river dries up allowing the Chinese army to move to 

Armageddon. Revelation 16:12 
 7th Bowl - Greatest earthquake ever, Spiritual Babylon and/or Rome is 

destroyed. Revelation 16:17-19, Jeremiah 51:24,26 
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ARMAGEDDON 
 
 Gathering of the Antichrist, kings and, armies of the world. Zechariah 14:2-

5, Revelation 16:13-14,16, Revelation 19:19, Daniel 11:40-45 
 Final Conquest and Plundering of Jerusalem. Joel 3:2,12, Zechariah 

14:2,3 
 
SECOND COMING OF THE MESSIAH 
 Second Coming - Revelation 19:11, Zechariah 14:3-5 
 Beast and False Prophet thrown into the Lake of Fire. Revelation 19:20-21 
 Destruction of the armies by the word of God. Revelation 20:15,21, 

Zechariah 12:8-9, 14:2-5,12 
 
MILLENNIUM 
 Christ rules on Earth. 
 Satan bound in the abyss for 1000 years. Revelation 20:2-3 

 
GOG AND MAGOG 
 Satan released to make war for the last time. Ezekiel 38 – 39; Revelation 

20:7-9 
 Satan thrown into the Lake of Fire forever. Revelation 20:10 

 
GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGMENT 
 Judgment of Nations Revelation 20:11-15 

 
NEW HEAVEN AND EARTH 
 Revelation 21:1-2,12-14 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assignment# 10 

Review, study and learn Catechism questions #26 THRU #39. 
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ESCHATOLOGY 
THE DOCTRINE OF THE LAST THINGS 

Dr. David Bernard 

I. Heaven 
A. Three definitions. 

1. The sky; earth’s atmosphere, Genesis 1:8. 

2. Outer space, Genesis 22:17. 

3. Immediate presence of God; location of God’s throne; abode of the angels; 

dwelling place of the glorified Christ; Revelation 4:2. 

B. The New Jerusalem. 

1. Eternal abode of the church, John 14:1-3; Revelation 21. 

2. Will come down from heaven to rest on or over the new earth. 

3. God will dwell there in the person of Jesus Christ. 

C. The new heaven. 

New sky, atmosphere for earth; perhaps a new, renovated universe. 

D. Third heaven (II Corinthians 12:2). 

1. Present abode of God and angels. 

2. Future abode of Christ and the church. 

E. Paradise. 

1. General meaning: a place of bliss and rest. 

2. Another term for the third heaven, II Corinthians 12:4; Revelation 2:7. 

3. Temporary place of rest for righteous souls, Luke 23:43. 

 

II. Hell 
A. Three definitions. 

1. Sheol (Hebrew) or hades (Greek): temporary abode for souls of the dead. 

2. Gehenna (Greek): the lake of fire, Matthew 5:22. 

3. Tartarus (Greek): prison for some fallen angels, II Peter 2:4. 

B. Hades. 

1. Old Testament: place where all souls go, Psalm 16:10. 

2. New Testament reference, Acts 2:27. 

C. The lake of fire (gehenna). 

1. Hebrew background: Valley of Hinnom, Jeremiah 19:2-6. 

a. Old Testament: place of idolatry and burnt human sacrifice. 

b. New Testament: garbage dump, vermin and constant fire. 

2. Teaching of Jesus, Mark 9:42-48; Matthew 13:42, 50. 

3. Final destiny of Satan, his angels, all the wicked, Matthew 25:41; 

Revelation 19:20; 20:10, 15. 

4. Realistic description yet symbolic aspects, Matthew 13:41-42, 49-50; 25:30. 

5. Essence: eternal separation from the presence and grace of God, II 

Thessalonians 1:9; see James 1:17. 

D. The pit. 

1. Old Testament word for sheol, Numbers 16:30-33. 
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2. Bottomless pit: temporary abode of some demons now and of Satan in the 

thousand-year reign of Christ, Revelation 9:1-11; 20:1-3. 

 

 

III. Intermediate State (What Happens When We Die) 
A. All bodies go to the grave. 

B. Souls, Luke 16:23-28. 

1. Unrighteous: place of unrest, torment in hades. 

2. Righteous: place of rest. 

a. Before the Cross: apparently in a compartment of hades known as 

paradise or Abraham’s bosom, separated from the unrighteous by a gulf, 

Luke 16:26; 23:43; Acts 2:31. 

b. Perhaps Jesus led these souls from hades/paradise into the immediate 

presence of God as part of His triumph over death, Ephesians 4:8-10; 

Hebrews 2:14-15. 

c. Righteous souls are now in the immediate presence of God, II 

Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:21-24. 

3. All await the resurrection, the reuniting of soul and body. 

 

IV. Eternal Destinies 
A. Unrighteous. 

1. Will be resurrected, judged, and sent to lake of fire, Revelation 20:13-14. 

2. Everlasting judgment, Matthew 25:41, 46. 

3. Eternal separation from God, II Thessalonians 1:9. 

B. Righteous. 

1. Will be resurrected and receive glorified, immortal bodies at the catching 

away, Psalm 17:15; I Corinthians 15:52-54; Philippians 3:21; I John 3:2. 

2. Will inherit the New Jerusalem and the new earth. 

3. New earth: some believe this will be the abode of righteous people outside 

the New Testament church. 

 

V. Signs of the End Time 
A. Discourse of Jesus, Matthew 24:3-39; Luke 21:7-28. 

False Christs, wars, rumors of wars, famines, pestilence, earthquakes, 

persecution, false prophets, falling away, universal preaching of gospel, 

tribulation, preoccupation with worldly pleasures, signs in heaven (sun, moon, 

and stars), perplexity of nations, people’s hearts failing for fear, restoration of 

Jerusalem to Jewish rule. 

B. Paul’s teaching, II Thessalonians 2:1-8; I Timothy 4:1; II Timothy 3:1-13. 

Falling away; revelation of the man of sin; false doctrine; perilous times; 

erosion of home, ethics, morals, authority, religion. 

C. Preparatory events. 

Restoration of Israel as a nation; preparation for man of sin and his world 

political, economic, and religious system. 

D. When will the Lord return? 
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1. No one knows, Mark 13:32. 

2. Increasing nature of the signs. How much more will they increase? 

3. Early saints looked for Christ’s return in their day, I Thessalonians 4:17; 

Titus 2:13. 

4. We must be ready at all times, Matthew 24:42-44; Mark 13:33-37; Romans 

13:11-13. 

5. Some signs may be fulfilled after Christ’s catching away of the saints but 

before His second coming to earth. 

6. No unfulfilled sign today could prevent the catching away of the saints. 

 

VI. The Catching Away of the Saints 
A. Next great event for the church. 

1. John 14:1-3; I Corinthians 15:51-57; I Thessalonians 4:15-17. 

2. Dead in Christ receive resurrection bodies and rise first. 

3. Living in Christ receive immortal bodies and rise also. 

4. All meet together with Jesus in the air. 

5. Often called the Rapture (from Latin word meaning “caught up”). 

B. Three views of the timing. 

1. Pretribulation view. 

2. Midtribulation view. 

3. Posttribulation view. 

C. Evidence for pretribulation view. 

1. Luke 21:28, 36; Romans 5:9; I Thessalonians 1:9-10; 5:9; II Thessalonians 

2:6-8. 

2. Chronology of Revelation, see 1:19; 4:1-4; 5:8-10; 6:15-17. 

3. At least, the church will be protected from the wrath of God. 

4. Not all signs of Second Coming must be fulfilled before the catching away. 

D. Judgment seat of Christ, I Corinthians 3:11-15; II Corinthians 5:10. 

E. Marriage Supper of the Lamb, Revelation 19:7-9. 

 

VII. The Tribulation 
A. Seven years of sorrow and judgment on earth, Matthew 24:21; Revelation 7:14; 

Daniel 12:1; 9:24-27. 

B. Purpose. 

1. Judgment of the world, Revelation 6:17; 11:18. 

2. Conversion of the Jews, Jeremiah 30:7; Daniel 12:1; Zechariah 14. 

C. The seven seals, Revelation 5:1; 6:1-17. 

1. White horse: man of sin (Antichrist). 

2. Red horse: war. 

3. Black horse: famine. 

4. Pale horse: death; a fourth of humanity killed. 

5. Martyrdom of saints. 

6. Wrath of God: earthquake, sun darkens, moon like blood, falling stars 

(meteors). 

7. Seven trumpets. 
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D. Tribulation saints. 

1. Sealed Jews who have turned to Christ (144,000), Revelation 7:1-8; 14:1-5. 

2. Martyred saints, Revelation 7:9-17; see also 6:9-11; 15:2; 20:4. 

E. The seven trumpets (seventh seal), Revelation 8:1-12. 

1. Hail, fire, blood: a third of plant life destroyed. 

2. Burning meteor: a third of sea life destroyed. 

3. Star Wormwood (meteor or comet): a third of waters poisoned. 

4. Sun, moon, stars darkened by a third. 

5. First woe: locusts (demons) loosed on earth, Revelation 8:13-9:11. 

6. Second woe: four angels with demon army of 200 million, Revelation 9:13-

21: a third of humanity killed, but still no repentance. 

7. Third woe: Satan cast to earth, Revelation 11:14-15; 12:7-12. 

F. The seven thunders (mystery), Revelation 10:1-4. 

G. The two witnesses, Revelation 11:3-12. 

Enoch and Elijah; alternate view: Moses and Elijah. 

H. The woman and the man child, Revelation 12:1-17. 

Israel and the sealed Jews, Matthew 24:16-22; alternate view: the Messiah. 

I. The seven vials, Revelation 16:1-21. 

1. Sores on people. 

2. Sea turns to blood. 

3. Rivers turn to blood. 

4. Scorching heat from the sun. 

5. Darkness. 

6. River Euphrates dries up. 

7. Earthquake and hail. 

 
VIII. The Man of Sin 

A. Evil prince (king), Daniel 8:9-14, 23-25; 11:35-45. 

B. Son of perdition, II Thessalonians 2:3-12. 

C. Beast, Revelation 13:1-10. 

1. Ruler and his kingdom. 

2. Revived Roman Empire, Daniel 7-8; Revelation 17:9-15. 

3. Second beast: False Prophet, Revelation 13:11-15. 

D. Often called the Antichrist. 

E. Mark of the Beast, Revelation 13:16-18; 14:9-11. 

F. Abomination of desolation, Daniel 9:27; 12:6-13; Matthew 24:15. 

1. First 3 1/2 years: establishes kingdom, makes covenant with Jews. 

2. Second 3 1/2 years (great tribulation): sets himself up as God, tries to 

establish world rule, and tries to destroy Jews. 

 

IX. Babylon 
A. Woman on the Beast: world religious system, Revelation 17:1-9. 

1. Began with Nimrod at Babel. 

2. Used by the Beast, Revelation 17:7. 

3. Destroyed by him, Revelation 17:16. 
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B. The city: world political and economic system, Revelation 18:1-24. 

 

X. Armageddon and the Second Coming 
A. The battle, Revelation 14:14-20; 16:13-16; Ezekiel 38-39. 

B. Coming of Jesus with the saints, Acts 1:11; Revelation 19:11-21; Matthew 

24:27-30; Zechariah 12-14. 

C. Judgment of nations, Matthew 25:31-46. 

 

XI. The Thousand-Year Reign of Christ, Revelation 20:1-9 
A. End of first resurrection. 

B. Satan bound for one thousand years. 

C. Reign of Jesus on earth for one thousand years. 

1. Often called the Millennium (“thousand years” in Latin). 

2. Fulfillment of promises to Abraham, David, and Israel. 

3. Universe restored to originally intended state, liberated from curse. 

4. Saints will be rewarded and will rule with Christ. 

D. Battle of Gog and Magog. 

E. Premillennialism. 

1. Literal view: Christ comes before Millennium. 

2. Liberal, allegorical views: postmillennialism, amillennialism. 

 

XII. The Last Judgment, Revelation 20:10-15 
A. The devil: cast into the lake of fire. 

B. Great White Throne Judgment. 

1. Death (grave) and hell (hades) cast into lake of fire. 

2. Second death. 

3. If we are born once we die twice; if we are born twice we die once. 

4. In the first resurrection, there is no second death. 

 

XIII. Summary of Resurrections and Judgments 
A. Resurrections. 

1. First resurrection (the righteous), Revelation 20:5-6. 

a. Christ: first fruits, I Corinthians 15:23; Matthew 27:52-53. 

b. The church, I Thessalonians 4:13-18. 

c. Tribulation saints, Revelation 11:11-12; 14:1-5; 20:4. 

2. Second resurrection (the wicked), Revelation 20:12-13. 

B. Judgments. 

1. Judgment of sin at the Cross, Hebrews 9:26-28. 

2. Present judgment of ourselves, I Corinthians 11:31. 

3. Present chastisement by God for correction, Hebrews 12:5-6. 

4. Judgment of saints’ works, Luke 19:17; I Corinthians 3:11-15. 

5. Judgment of the world and Israel during the Tribulation, Revelation 6:15-17. 

6. Judgment of nations after the Tribulation, Matthew 25:31-46. 

7. Great White Throne judgment (the wicked), Revelation 20:11-14. 
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XIV. Eternity 
A. New heaven and new earth, Revelation 21:1, 24-26. 

B. New Jerusalem, Revelation 21:2-22:5. 

1. A real place, John 14:1-3. 

2. Yet physical descriptions are only a pale representation of reality. 

3. Dwelling place of God in Christ. 

4. No death, sorrow, crying, or pain. 

5. Fountain of water of life. 

6. Twelve gates of pearl named for tribes of Israel. 

7. Twelve foundations of precious stones named for the twelve apostles. 

8. Described as a perfect cube: 12,000 furlongs (1,500 miles). 

9. Streets of pure gold like transparent glass. 

10. The Lamb is the light. 

11. River of water of life, pure and clear as crystal. 

12. Tree of life with twelve kinds of fruit and healing leaves. 

13. One throne, and One on the throne, Revelation 4:2, 8; 22:3-4. 

C. Warnings, Revelation 21:8, 27. 

D. Two invitations. 

1. Spirit and bride say, “Come,” Revelation 22:17. 

2. “Even so, come, Lord Jesus,” Revelation 22:20. 
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The Kingdom 
Pastor James L. Melton 

 
The Kingdom is the manifestation of the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ which 
shall follow, when He shall sit in the throne of His glory, and when they who have 
suffered with Him during this time of the trial shall also be exalted to regal power 
and authority. (Matt.19:28) 
 
The Kingdom Dispensation 
 
The Kingdom dispensation for the church will begin at the rapture and for Israel 
will begin when the Palestinian Covenant is fulfilled at the end of the Tribulation. 
This dispensation is the "golden age" and "utopia" man today dreams about. It 
will be characterized by a perfect, righteous, and holy Ruler, universal 
righteousness, world peace, greatly reduced sickness and death, extended life 
span, gentleness and compatibility of wildlife, more cooperative earth for crops, 
perfect climate and environment, no random natural disasters, most of the curses 
lifted, little or no crime, and the binding of man's constant enemy, Satan. In the 
Millennium man will have everything he says today he wants, but will he fare any 
better in this dispensation than in the others? Hardly.  
 
There are scores of passages in the Old Testament concerning this blessed 
period, and in the New Testament it is called the "kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 3:2, 
5:3). The kingdom of heaven truly was "at hand" when Christ began His earthly 
ministry, but when the Jews rejected the King it was postponed until they were 
willing to receive Him. The "sermon on the mount" (Matt. ch. 5-7) will essentially 
be the Constitution of this kingdom and lay down the rules and principles of 
behavior required in it. During this 1000 year period, Christ will rule with a "rod of 
iron" and compel everyone to obey these principles and His will. Those who don't 
will be punished (Zech. 14:16-19).  
 
With Satan bound in the bottomless pit and no longer able to influence nations or 
individuals for evil (Rev. 20:2), man will not be able to blame him for their sins. 
God will remove every form of outside negative influence during the Millennium, 
thus giving man every opportunity to do right. But even in this much sought after 
environment man will ultimately fail. It appears that during this period the people 
will begin to get tired of compelled obedience and of the righteous King in 
Jerusalem and rebel against Christ in their heart (Jer. 17:9). At the end of the 
1000 years, God will release Satan from prison and give him access to the 
nations one last time. Very quickly Satan will organize a revolt against Christ and 
form a huge army to oust Him from Jerusalem. He will likely use pride to 
convince man he can do a better job "governing himself" (remember the 
Dispensation of Human Government?). The entire revolt is devoured by fire from 
Heaven and Satan's usefulness to God is over (Rev. 20:9).  



 

 

76 

 
It has taken God seven dispensations to do it, but He has proved his point. The 
problem with man is not his circumstances or misfortune, neither is it his 
environment or upbringing, man's number one problem is HIMSELF. Man by 
nature is evil, and no matter what kind of world or environment he is placed in he 
will remain evil. The only remedy is God must give him a new heart (2 Cor. 5:17).  
During this time those who make up the body of Christ and have gone up in the 
rapture will reign with Christ from Jerusalem. They may act as His ambassadors 
to the nations enforcing His righteousness all over the earth. Nevertheless, each 
born again believer's old sinful nature will be literally and forever dead, leaving 
him with no capacity for sin. He will also have a supernatural, glorified body like 
Christ's (Phil. 3:21). Therefore, he cannot rebel with the world against Christ, he 
has already went through his testing period. The Jews and Gentiles that enter 
into the Millennium from the Tribulation, however, will still have only their natural 
bodies and the same old sinful Adamic nature all sinners are born with.  
 
Kingdom of God 
 
The Kingdom of God is universal, including all moral intelligence willingly subject 
to the Will of God, whether angels, the Church or saints of past or future 
dispensations.  According to Romans 14:17 and Luke 17:21, this is a SPIRITUAL 
kingdom which is presently within the hearts of God's people. Those who have 
received Christ as Savior have been translated spiritually into this great kingdom 
(Col. 1:13; Eph. 1:3; 2:6). As a Christian, I am already in the Kingdom of God and 
it is in me. 
  
Kingdom of Heaven  
 
The Kingdom of Heaven is the Messianic earth rule of Jesus Christ, the son of 
David.  Most immediately assume that this kingdom is the same as the Kingdom 
of God, but it isn't. Just as God and Heaven are not the same, the Kingdom of 
God and the Kingdom of Heaven are not the same. God is spiritual (John 4:24), 
while Heaven is God's physical creation (Gen. 1:1). Hence the Kingdom of God is 
a spiritual kingdom, while the kingdom of Heaven is a literal and physical 
kingdom.  
 
God gave Adam dominion over this kingdom in Genesis 1:28. It's an earthly 
kingdom, but it was God's will for it to be run "as it is in heaven" (Mat. 6:10). As 
the Old Testament continues, we find God appointing different men over this 
physical kingdom (Noah, Abraham, David, Solomon, etc). Evidently, the Kingdom 
of Heaven departed in Jeremiah chapter 22, when God swore than no 
descendant of Coniah would prosper sitting upon the throne of David. This 
ushered in the "times of the Gentiles" (Luke 21:24) with the Babylonian captivity. 
Then came the kingdoms of the Medes and Persians, then the Greeks, then the 
Romans. According to Luke 4:6, Satan is in charge of these worldly kingdoms, 
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and he gives them to whomever he wishes. II Corinthians 4:4 says that he is the 
"god of this world."  
 
Then came GOD'S King, the Lord Jesus Christ, the King of the Jews, the 
Messiah. The Jews knew that God had promised them a kingdom (Gen. 49:10; 
Isa. 2:1-5; Isa. 49:5-13; Psa. 2; Jer. 23:5; Luke. 1:30-33, etc.). 
 
John the Baptist and Jesus both preached that the kingdom of heaven was at 
hand (Mat. 3:2; 4:17), but the Jews REJECTED their King and chose a GENTILE 
king instead (John. 19:15). Therefore the kingdom was NOT restored to Israel. 
After the resurrection, the disciples asked Jesus if He was now going to restore 
the kingdom to Israel (a literal, physical, and visible kingdom--the Kingdom of 
Heaven), and He said, ". . . . It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, 
which the Father hath put in his own power." (Acts 1:6-7) They were not asking 
Him to restore the SPIRITUAL Kingdom of God (Rom. 14:17), for they never had 
it to start with! They'd never been born again by the Spirit of God! They wanted 
THEIR kingdom back--the literal and physical Kingdom of Heaven.  
 
Now, when Jesus returns the Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of Heaven will 
actually become one, but let's not make the mistake of thinking that they're the 
same now. One is spiritual, while the other is physical. 
 
1 Corinthians15:23-28 
23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that 
are Christ's at his coming. 
24 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to 
God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and 
power. 
25 For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. 
26 The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 
27 For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith, all things are 
put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things under 
him. 
28 And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also 
himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in 
all. (KJV) 
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Eschatology 

Dr. David Walker 

Eschatology (from the Greek word: escatos) is the study of ―last things‖ and 
concerns particularly the prophecies of the second coming of Jesus Christ.  

One cannot study dispensationalism without making reference to eschatology. 
Most of the prophetic authors (Lindsey, LaHaye, Walvoord, Grant, Pentecost, et. 
al) are dispensationalists because eschatology and dispensationalism 
compliment one another. Dispensational theology encompasses God‘s overall 
plan for the ages, which includes not only the past ages, and the current age 
(Church Age), but the future ages: Tribulation, Millennium, and Angelic Age, or 
Eternal State.  

Eschatological Views  

The prophetic interpretations of the second coming of Jesus Christ and the 
unveiling events found in Revelation and Daniel can be summarized as: 

1. Symbolic - the prophetic events are not actual events, but merely symbols of 
truth, not real occurrences. ―Christ is viewed as coming within the individual‘s 
own experience.‖ 

2. Preterist - from the Latin ―preter‖ which means past. ―Thus, a preterist 
interpretation of a given prophecy would attempt to explain it as an event that has 
already taken place.‖ Preterist believe that the prophetic events were current with 
the writer of scripture or fulfilled soon after. 

There are basically two contemporary schools of preterism: moderate (or partial) 
and extreme (radical or full). Partial preterists (like R.C. Sproul) believe the 
coming of Christ was fulfilled in A.D. 70 but with a ―future consummation of 
Christ‖ later; while full preterists ―see virtually the entire New Testament 
eschatology as having been realized already.‖ Radical preterist believe in NO 
future second coming at all, and NO future rapture or resurrection: 

Full preterism does not see a prophesied end of history. In fact, full preterists say 
we are not merely in the millennium, but we are now living in what we would call 
the eternal state or the new heavens and new earth of Revelation 21-22. 

3. Historical - prophetic events were future from the standpoint of when they were 
written, but they are all now in the past. They contend that the book of Revelation 
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presents the entire course of church history from the first century to the end of 
time.  

4. Futuristic - prophetic events are all in the future. All Bible believing 
dispensationalists are futurists, and hold to a literal interpretation of prophetic 
scriptures. 

Incorrect Concepts 

There are several incorrect notions (matching the symbolic, preterist, and 
historical views) about the second coming of Jesus Christ. Larkin lists the 
following: 

1. The coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 
2. Salvation. 
3. Death. 
4. Destruction of Jerusalem. 
5. Spread of Christianity. 

The Bible plainly teaches that the coming of Jesus Christ will be literal, personal, 
visible, and bodily. The above ideas will not ―jive‖ with scripture. 

Acts 1:11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come 
in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 

Other references are: Dan. 7:13-14; Matt. 24:30; Matt. 25:31; Mark 13:26; Luke 
21:27; Rev. 1:7. 

Eschatological Schools Of Thought  

There are three prevailing positions of thought with regard to the study of the end 
times, particularly relating to the Millennial Kingdom.  

1. Pre-millennialism – Jesus Christ will return back to this earth before the 
Millennial Kingdom, after the Church Age. Among those who hold to the pre-
millennial view are: 

a. Pre-tribulationists - believe the church will be raptured before the 
Tribulation.  
b. Mid-tribulationists – believe the church will be raptured during the 
middle of the Tribulation.  
c. Post-tribulationists – believe the church will be raptured after the 
Tribulation. 
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Pre-millennialism believes in the future restoration of Israel, and the 
promises relating to them as ―his people‖ (Rom. 11:2). 

2. Amillennialism – There will be no literal period of one-thousand year reign of 
Jesus Christ. Many amillennialists see the ―millennial prophecies as being fulfilled 
in eternity.‖ 

There is no rapture with the amillennial system, and the promises made to the 
nation of Israel are misapplied to the church.  

3. Postmillennialism – The Millennial Kingdom is interpreted as the Church Age. 
Only after the church converts the world will Jesus return and ―announce that His 
kingdom has been realized.‖ 

Postmillennialism adheres to no rapture, is anti-Israel, and pro-Catholic in polity. 

Pre-millennialism  

Dispensationalism and pre-millennialism are virtually in-separable. It could be 
said that a dispensational approach would lead to a pre-millennial view, and a 
pre-millennial view would lead to a dispensational approach. Gerstner attempts 
to make ―historic pre-millennialism‖ different than ―dispensational pre-
millennialism‖ in order to establish an historical argument, namely, that 
―dispensationalism . . .diverges from orthodox Christianity.‖  

What Is Pre-millennialism? 

Pre-millennialism is the belief that Jesus Christ will return to the earth literally, 
and bodily, to reign as King before the Millennial Age ensues. The pre-millennial 
teaching is based upon the literal, grammatical-historical method of 
interpretation, rather than the allegorical method promoted and developed by the 
apostate Origen. [It is interesting to note that most dispensational authors (like 
Walvoord, Pentecost, LaHaye, Crutchfield, Ryrie, et. al) attack Origen and his 
doctrine, calling him an ―Alexandrian theologian‖ while simultaneously promoting 
the ―Alexandrian type‖ of manuscripts behind the new Bible versions. Modern 
dispensational authors, although they may be adequate Bible teachers, are NOT 
Bible believers.] 

―Of the three views concerning the Millennium, the pre-millennial view is the 
oldest‖ because it is the biblical view. The fact that the early church believed in 
the literal, visible return of Jesus Christ to this earth before the Millennium is not 
disputed. What is disputed are the tenets of pre-millennialism. [For detailed proof 
of the pre-millennial view in the early church see Things to Come by Pentecost, 
pages 370-380.]  
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The Tenets Of Pre-millennialism  

1. Jesus Christ will return to this earth literally and bodily. 
2. He will establish the kingdom thus fulfilling the promises of hundreds of 

Old Testament prophecies. 
3. The kingdom will fulfill the promises of the covenants to the nation of Israel 

literally. 
4. This kingdom will continue for a thousand years ―after which the kingdom 

will be given by the Son to the Father when it will merge with His eternal 
kingdom.‖ 

Pre-millennialism is not only the oldest view (although Gerstner differentiates 
between ―older pre-millennialism and ―modern dispensationalism‖) it is the 
biblically correct view. 

The Characteristics Of Pre-millennialism 

Pre-millennialism takes the Bible at ―face value.‖ In other words, ―God means 
what He says, and says what He means.‖ Reformed Calvinists may say: ―What 
about parables and symbols given in scripture?‖ Jesus Christ (the true 
manifestation of the ―word‖ – i.e. ―Word‖) expounds the case in point time and 
time again. For example, when Jesus wanted to use a symbolic meaning He 
made it clear by using ―like:‖  

Matt 13:33 Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven 
is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures of 
meal, till the whole was leavened. 

Sometimes He would give the ―similitude‖ (Hos. 12:10) and then explain it: 

John 6:57 As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so 
he that eateth me, even he shall live by me. 

John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the 
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. 

When Jesus wanted the symbol or figure explained He made it clear: 

Matt 13:25 But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among 
the wheat, and went his way. 

Matt 13:38 The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the 
kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one; 
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Notice the definition and interpretation of the ―fire‖ in the parable: 

Matt 13:30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of 
harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and 
bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn. 

Matt 13:40 As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so 
shall it be in the end of this world. 

Matt 13:42 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing 
and gnashing of teeth. 

The logical ―face value‖ understanding can easily be seen. ―Fire‖ is ―fire.‖ How 
can that type of reasoning be hard, or considered fallacious? It is only 
unreasonable to those who have been educated out of their belief in the Bible 
(whether by secular or seminary measures).  

Pre-millennialism is also a position that endeavors to guard, maintain, and 
―contend for the faith‖ (Jude 3). It avows the integrity of scripture over personal 
prejudices. If the Bible is to be taken ―at face value,‖ the true biblical 
eschatological system must be pre-millennial. Pre-millennialism allows the 
scriptures to harmonize, correspond, and synchronize, by accepting the veracity 
of Old Testament prophecies instead of pretending God meant something He did 
not say! The very people who accuse dispensationalists and pre-millennialists of 
―dividing] the Bible into sections which share little or no unity,‖ create a system of 
interpretation that generates contradictions, inconsistencies, ambiguity and 
doubt! ―Rightly dividing the word of truth‖ (2 Tim. 2:15) is a command that not 
only properly instructs, but unifies and bonds the scriptures together as a whole. 
Notice the contradiction of the postmillennial system with the following verse in 
mind: 

2 Timothy 3:13 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, 
deceiving, and being deceived. 

Pre-millennial view  
no contradiction 

Post-millennial view  
contradiction 

Apostasy prevalent before 
Jesus returns 

Things get better before 
Jesus returns 

The pre-millennial system gives the prevailing glory to Jesus Christ alone. It is 
the pre-millennial system (and Bible teaching) that identifies ALL ―betterment of 
societal ills‖ to Jesus Christ alone, APART from any organization, church, or 
alliance. Pre-millennialsim teaches that this world will NEVER be a peaceful 
―habitation for humanity‖ until, and ONLY until, Jesus Christ [the armies follow 
him, not lead him - Rev. 19:14] returns bodily to this earth so as to humiliate, 
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defeat, and dethrone the ―god of this world‖ (2 Cor. 4:4) and take back the 
―throne of his father David‖ (Luke 1:32). 

Amillennialism   

―Amillenarians believe that the millennium is a present reality (Christ‘s heavenly 
reign), not a future hope (Christ‘s rule on earth after his return).‖ Amillennialism, 
as Walvoord states, ―is basically non-millennial. It denies there will be a 
millennium.‖  

The amillennial view holds that the kingdom promises in the Old Testament are 
fulfilled spiritually rather than literally in the New Testament church. Those who 
hold this view believe that Christ will literally return, but they do not believe in His 
thousand-year reign on the earth. According to the amillennial view, the kingdom 
of God is present in the church age, and at the end of the church age the second 
coming of Christ inaugurates the eternal state. The book of Revelation is 
interpreted as a description of those events that take place during the church 
age. 

What two great personages do we have to blame for this undue perversion of 
millennial truth? Origen and Augustine: 

With the contribution of Augustine to theological thinking amillennialism came 
into prominence. While Origen laid the foundation in establishing the non-literal 
method of interpretation, it was Augustine who systematized the non-literal view 
of the millennium into what is now known as amillennialism. 

Augustine (354-430 A.D.), followed Origen‘s allegorizing of scripture, and thus 
engendered the amillennial philosophy.  

Augustine abandoned the pre-millennial position for the superficial reason that 
some millenarians had envisioned a kingdom age of unparalleled fruitfulness 
featuring banquet tables set with excessive amounts of food and drink (city of 
God 20.7). 

Once ―Augustine set forth the idea that the church visible was the Kingdom of 
God on earth,‖ no literal fulfillment of the promises to Israel were even 
considered, and since the millennium was the ―inter-advent period,‖ Jesus was 
now reigning (notice the removal of ―now‖ in the RSV in John 18:36) on a throne 
instead of sitting on the right hand of the Father awaiting the future kingdom!  

Heb 1:13 But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right 
hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool? 

[Hebrews 1:13 reminds me of a father telling his son as they gaze at the 
beautiful sunset: ―Look son, what a lovely sunset God has painted for us. 
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Isn‘t it pretty?‖ ―It sure is dad,‖ answered the son, ―and God painted it with 
His left hand.‖ The father replied, ―Son, how do you know that God painted 
it with His left hand?‖ ―Because,‖ said the son, ―The Bible says that Jesus 
is sitting on His right hand!‖] 

Adherents to amillennialism include Reformed theologians, Roman Catholics, 
Lutherns, Episcopalians, Protestant Reformers, Southern Baptist liberals, some 
Presbyterian churches, and Primitive Baptists. 

Blunders Of Amillennialism 

1. Amillennialism fosters no literal interpretation of scripture, even though Old 
Testament verses quoted in the New Testament were taken literally by 
New Testament authors, and Jesus Christ Himself. 

2. Amillennialism equates the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of Heaven and 
the church. This permits misapplication of doctrinal passages. For 
example, if the Kingdom of Heaven is synonymous with the church, then it 
would be possible for a saved person to be ―cast out into outer darkness‖ 
(Matt. 8:12). 

3. Amillennialism teaches that the current age is the Millennial age. But the 
characteristics of the Millennium (Satan bound, no curse, no devils, 
absolute peace, longevity of life, ect.) are not in effect today. 

4. Amillennialism also alleges that the first resurrection is a spiritual 
resurrection, like Eph. 2:1,2. Once the literal, bodily resurrection is done 
away with, who is to say that Jesus Christ rose bodily? [See the readings 
in the NWT and NASB that deny the bodily ascension of Jesus Christ in 
Luke 24:51,52.] 

Postmillennialism 

Postmillennialism teaches that Jesus Christ will return at the end of the 
Millennium. Daniel Whitby (1638-1725) is attributed with propelling this ideology 
into a systematic form. Reworking the amillennial perspective, ―Whitby 
popularized the concept that the world would grow progressively better until it 
climaxed in a golden age of one thousand years during which the Gospel would 
be triumphant.‖ 

In Walvoord‘s book The Final Drama, he uses a question to explain the viewpoint 
of postmillennialism: 

Will the world get better and better and more Christianized through preaching the 
Gospel until it reaches a thousand years of a golden age, with Christ coming at 
the end of the period? 
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The postmillennial heresy was augmented with textual criticism, and the 
propaganda of evolution. All three teach ―upward progression,‖ (―a better age,‖ ―a 
better rendering,‖ ―a better ape‖), and have damned millions of souls to hell.  

After WWI however, the postmillennial divergence took a fall that did not recover 
until the sixties. Currently the postmillennial position is held by liberal theologians 
(whether they are Presbyterian, Methodist, or Baptist) who ―tend to deny 
judgment on the wicked and reject the literal resurrection of the body and the 
actual second coming of Christ.‖  

Cliques Of Postmillennialism  

Orthodox - believe the Millennium will be brought in through preaching of the 

gospel. 

Liberal - believe that the Millennium will be brought in by humanism and 
socialism. 

Theonomist (Christian Reconstructionist) - believe the Millennium is realized by 

the establishing of the Old Testament Law. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assignment# 11 

Review, study and learn Catechism questions #40 THRU #46. 
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THE GREAT COMMISION  
IN THE GOSPELS 

 
Matthew 28:18-20 
18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me 
in heaven and in earth. 
19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. (KJV) 
 
Mark 16:15-20 
15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature. 
16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned. 
17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast 
out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 
18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not 
hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 
19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into 
heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. 
20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with 
them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen. (KJV) 
 
Luke 24:44-51 
44 And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while 
I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of 
Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. 
45 Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the 
scriptures, 
46 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, 
and to rise from the dead the third day: 
47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his 
name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
48 And ye are witnesses of these things. 
49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the 
city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. 
50 And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and 
blessed them. 
51 And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, 
and carried up into heaven. 
52 And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: 
53 And were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen. 
(KJV) 
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John 20:19-25 
19 Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the 
doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came 
Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 
20 And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. 
Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord. 
21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath 
sent me, even so send I you. 
22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, 
Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 
23 Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose 
soever sins ye retain, they are retained. 
24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when 
Jesus came. 
25 The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But 
he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put 
my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not 
believe. (KJV) 
 
 
These scriptures are known as the Great Commission. As the last recorded 
personal directive of Jesus Christ to his disciples, it holds great significance to all 
followers of Christ.  
 
It is the foundation for evangelism and cross-cultural missions work in Christian 
theology. Because the Lord's instructions were to go to all nations and that he 
would be with us until the very end of the age, Christians of all generations have 
embraced this command. As many have said, it's not "The Great Suggestion." 
No, the Lord has commanded us to put our faith in action.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assignment# 12 

Review, study and learn Catechism questions #47 THRU #57. 
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COOLJC DISCIPLINE BOOK 
Sixth Edition As Amended 1993 

 
CHAPTER #2 

 
THE APOSTOLIC DOCTRINE AND  

FELLOWSHIP ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE 
 
The basis of our Creed, Discipline, Rules of Order and Doctrine is the 
WORD of God as taught and revealed by the Holy Ghost. (John 14:26; I Cor. 
2:9-13.)  
 
"All scripture is given by the inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; that the man of 
God maybe perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works." (II Tim. 3:16-
17.) We stand for all Scriptures, rightly divided.  
 
THE BEING AND UNITY OF GOD  

 
"God is a Spirit and they that worship Him must worship Him in Spirit and in 
truth. " (St. John 4:24)  
 
There is but one God, therefore, there is but one Spirit. God is, in essence, 
and in person one from Whom and in Whom there is a divine three-fold 
manifestation and relationship made known as the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. 
 
First, as Father, he is the Creator, source, origin, and progenitor of all things 

and souls, Universal Father, and Father of Eternity, without body or parts, 
self-existent; that is, existent of Himself and by ,Himself, omniscient, 
omnipresent, and omnipotent.  
 
Secondly, as Son of Man in redemption of man from sin, coming into the 
world through the immaculate conception and virgin birth, thus assuming a 
personality, the second greatest mystery of all times; a body for the purpose 
of redemption through death of those who had sinned and fallen short of the 
Glory of God, ~ God's Lamb that taketh away the sins of the world.  
 
Thirdly, the Holy Spirit, regenerator and perfecter of those who believe, the 
organizer and element of the church, the divine executor and head. This 
trinity of manifestation of relationship may be compared to the body, soul, 
and spirit of operation of every man. The Father, the Divine essence and 
Spirit, and the~ allbegotten Divinity, corresponds to the soul of man.  
 
The Son is the humanity of Jesus Christ made divine and united to the 
Father-Spirit, or, in other words the-divine Humanity answering to the body of 
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man. The Holy Spirit is the Divine Proceeding Energy out of the Son from, the 
Father who dwelleth in the Son, thus answering to the operation of man's spirit 
and body together. Therefore, God as Father is Creator and first cause of all 
things from eternity. As Son, the Redeemer in time, and as the Holy Spirit, the 
Regenerator in the church to eternity. THE LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS 
CHRIST IS THAT GOD. In sum, we believe:  
 
1. There is one God, the Creator of all worlds, visible and invisible, who in 
consideration of his Divine case, which is the original source and 
incomprehensible fountain of all life and being, is called "I AM THAT I AM," or 
JEHOVAH who is, who was, and who is to be, the first and the last, the beginning 
and the end, the Alpha and the Omega, the All and In All. (St. John 14:9 -11 " ... 
Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father in me: or else believe me for 
the very works sake.")  
 
2. The being and unity of Jehovah God are inculcated by the general tenor of 
Divine Revelation, as well as by many express declarations, and may be 
considered as the ground work or foundation of all religion. It is therefore written, 
"Hear 0 Israel Jehovah our God is One Jehovah" (Deut. 6:4). Thus saith 
Jehovah, the King of Israel, " ... I am the First, and I am the Last, and besides me 
there is no God." (lsa. 44:6.)‖…I am the Lord thy God ... " " ... and thou shalt 
know no God but me: for there is no saviour besides me." (Hosea 13:4.)  
 
3. This one God is the real primary substance and form from whom, and by 
whom, all created substances and forms were produced; it being impossible that 
any substance whatever could have risen up out of nothing. All things that exist 
must, therefore, have been produced by a Divine power from an original sub-
stance, that is, from God himself, yet in a way and according to an order, that 
preserves the most perfect and complete distinction between the Creator and the 
creature. And as we see that all created substances and forms have, either 
directly or indirectly, some respect to the human form, and it being certain that 
this respect must ultimately lead and point to him from whom they proceeded, it 
necessarily follows, that God is in such original and primary substance and form 
a Divine man, in whom nevertheless all things are infinite and eternal, without 
any relation either to space, or time, or matter, being prior to, and far above 
them.  
 
4. As the Divine essence of Jehovah God is in itself infinitely above the 
comprehension of any finite mind, and cannot become the proper subject of 
either human or angelic contemplation, he has, therefore, in mercy been pleased 
so to accommodate himself to the capacity of his intelligent creatures, as to 
exhibit before them the most evident and striking marks of his divine love and 
divine wisdom, as revealed on Calvary, which constitute his essence. 
"Hereby perceive we the love of God because he laid down his life for us: ... 
"(I John 3:16; Romans 5:8-10).  
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5. Therefore, he accommodated himself to our human comprehension which 
was that of man; if he had revealed himself as an angel it would have 
necessitated angelical intelligence for comprehension. If he had come below 
the capacity and sphere 01'man, man would have condemned rather than 
worship Him. The only capacity in which we could understand him was that of 
a man. Therefore, God came in the form of a man through the immaculate 
conception and virgin birth. The incarnation of God is the marvel of all 
marvels, the mystery of all mysteries ....Great is the mystery of godliness. 
God was manifested in the flesh, justified in the spirit,,--seen of angels, 
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into Glory." 
(I Timothy 3:16.)  
 

JEHOVAH GOD OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
IS JESUS CHRIST OF THE NEW 

We believe that Jehovah God of the Old Testament is Lord Jesus Christ of 
the New Testament. The scriptural evidence of the unity of Jehovah God and 
Lord Jesus Christ proves oneness. Thus:  
 
This is proved by the Creation:  

John 1:1; and 10, compared with Genesis 1:1; Isa. 44:23-24.  
 
This is proved by His Incarnation:  

Isa. 7:14, 9:6, compared with Matt. 1:18-25; Gen. 3:15;John 1:1-4,9-
14; Matt. 1:22-25; Gal. 3:16.  

 
This is proved by the Works that He Did:  

Matt. 11:2-7, compared with Isa. 35:3-10; John 9:1-4; John 14:11.  
 
This is proved by His Crucifixion:  

Zech. 12:10, compared with Acts 20:28; I John 3:16.  
 
This is proved by His Burial:  

Psa. 74:12, compared with Matt. 12:40; Eph. 4:7-10; I Pet. 3:18-20.  
 
This is proved by His Resurrection:  

Psa. 68:18; Eph. 4:8-10; Co1. 2:12; Rom. 1:4.  
 
This is proved by His Ascension:  

Psa. 68:18; Eph. 4:8-10; Co1. 2:12; Acts 1:11.  
 
This is proved by His Second Coming:  

Psa. 50:1-6; Heb. 3:3-6; Zech. 14:3-6; Titus 2:11-14; I John 3:1-3; Rev. 
1:7 and 8; Rev. 19 :11-16; I Tim. 6:14-16.  

 
This is proved by His Prophecy Fulfilled:  

II Pet. 1:19-21; Isa. 40:3-4; Matt. 3:1-4; John 1:19-27.  
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Our Shepherd. Isa. 40:9-12; John 10:11. Jesus proved this by feeding the 
people as a shepherd, Matt. 14: 13-21. He gathered the children (Iambs) in His 
arms. Mark 10:13-16. Note: Isa. 40:11. The disciples were the church which 
Jesus Christ led around. On the day of Pentecost, He gave birth to the church of 
3000 souls. Hallelujah! Choosing His witnesses: Isa. 43:10, compared with Luke 
24:45-48; Acts I :8. His identity, Isa. 44:6-8, compared with Rev. 1:7-18. 
 
This is proved by the Testimonies of the Apostles: 

Paul, I Tim. 3:16; Acts 20:28; Jude 24,25; Titus 2:11-14; St. John 19:13-
22, compared with Psa. 47:6-7, and Zech. 14:9. Doubting Thomas called 
Him "My Lord and My God", St. John 20:24-30; Acts 15:13-18, compared 
with St. John 1:10-14; and Gen. 1:1. 

 
Lastly, but not in the least, this is proved by the testimony of Jesus Christ, 
Himself.  

Rev. 1:8-18. St. John 5:39; St. John 13:13; St. John 14:6-14; St. John 
8:19-26, compared with St. John 13:13 and Psa. 118:27-29; 100:3; Rev. 
21 :6-7; Rev. 22: 13-21. 

The testimonies of the patriarchs and prophets of the Old Testament also offer 
further evidence of this, and overthrow the doctrine of three Gods. Consider the 
testimonies of: Moses, the meekest man: Deut. 6:4; Joshua, the brave, Joshua 
24:14-19; David, a man after God's own heart: Psa. 86: 10-11; Sam., 22:32; 
Solomon, the wisest man; I Kings 8:54-61; Isaiah, the Gospel prophet: lsa. 44:6-
8; Hosea, the prince of the minor prophets: Hosea 13:4; Zech. 14:9 Jeremiah, the 
weeping prophet: Jer. 10:6. 
 
Consider too: The Self-Righteous Scribe: Mark 12:29-31; James testifies that the 
devil believes it and trembles: James 2: 19. It is written, "Children obey your 
parents in the Lord for this is right;" and Paul, our father in the faith (I Cor. 4:14-
17), beseeches us to follow him as he follows Christ; and he says "there is but 
one Lord, one faith, and one Baptism", Eph. 4:5. 
 
JESUS CHRIST IS ALL IN ALL. Col. 3:11. 

 
Amen! Hallelujah! Glory! Jesus is our God! Let us worship him. He said: "And I if I 
be lifted up from the earth I will draw all men unto me." Let us lift Him up, not only 
in the flesh as the Son, but also in the Spirit as the mighty God," for henceforth 
know we no man after the flesh; yea, though we have known Christ after the 
flesh (Son) yet henceforth know we Him no more-that is after the flesh only." 
Praise Him, exalt Him, the Everlasting Father and Prince of Peace, the Mighty 
God--as it is written in Isaiah Chapter 12:4 "Declare his doings among the 
people, make mention that His name is exalted." Heed the council of the wise 
man as it is written in Provo 18:10: "the Name of the Lord is a strong tower, and 
the righteous runneth into it and is safe." " ... For there is none other name under 
heaven given among men whereby we must be saved", save the Name of Jesus. 
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Acts 4:12. Repent (of your hard words spoken against truth, unbelief, blindness 
of heart) and be baptized everyone of you in the Name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins (hard words, unbelief, blindness of heart), and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
GOD'S STANDARD OF SALVATION 

 
We earnestly contend for God's standard of salvation. Jude 1:3. In the Word of 
God we find God's standard to be nothing short of a Holy Spirit-filled Life with 
SIGNS FOLLOWING as on the Day of Pentecost. (Mark 16:16-18; Acts 2:4; 
8:14-17; 9:17-18; 10:44-48; 19:1-6. See Romans 12:1-2; Hebrews 12:14; 
Matthew 5:48; I Peter I: 15-16.) 
 
Mark 16:16-18 
16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned. 
17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast 
out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 
18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not 
hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.(KJV) 
 
Acts 2:4 
4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.(KJV) 
 
Acts 8:14-17 
14 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: 
15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might 
receive the Holy Ghost: 
16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in 
the name of the Lord Jesus.) 
17 Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy 
Ghost.(KJV) 
 
Acts 9:17-18 
17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his 
hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee 
in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, 
and be filled with the Holy Ghost. 
18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he 
received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.(KJV) 
 
Acts 10:44-48 
44 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which 
heard the word. 
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45 And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as 
came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. 
46 For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then 
answered Peter, 
47 Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have 
received the Holy Ghost as well as we? 
48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then 
prayed they him to tarry certain days.(KJV) 
 
Acts 19:1-6 
1 And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having 
passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, 
2 He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? 
And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any 
Holy Ghost. 
3 And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, 
Unto John's baptism. 
4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, 
saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after 
him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 
5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on 
them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.(KJV) 
 
Rom 12:1-2 
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service. 
2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God. (KJV) 
 
Heb 12:14 
14 Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see 
the Lord: (KJV) 
 
Matt 5:48 
48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 
(KJV) 
 
1 Pet 1:15-16 
15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation; 
16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. (KJV) 
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BAPTISM 
SEVEN REASONS WHY WE BAPTIZE IN JESUS' NAME 

 
There has been much controversy about baptizing in Jesus' name. People talk 
and dispute for and against baptizing in the name. Being honest, they say and do 
many things contrary to that name, not having had an explanation given them 
why we baptize in the name of Jesus Christ only, and not in the formula: Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost, as is commonly done by other ministers of the gospel 
throughout Christendom. We propose this article to show, by seven reasons, why 
we baptize in the name of Jesus only. 
 

1st Reason 
IT IS APOSTOLIC IN ORIGIN AND PRACTICE 

Acts 2:38; Acts 4:10-12, 14-18; Acts 8:14-17, Acts 19:1-6. 

 
It is agreed by Bible students that the Apostles are the founders and foundation 
of the Church of God, Jesus Christ being the chief cornerstone. Their teachings 
and doctrines are the fundamental principles upon which the church is built. 
Jesus, in the flesh, taught his disciples the plan of salvation, opening their 
understanding and making them to know the mysteries of the Kingdom. He went 
to the Cross and paid the price of our redemption, and three days afterwards, 
arose from the grave. And on the way to Emmaus, He opened the understanding 
of two disciples that they might understand the scriptures concerning Himself, 
and said unto them, "Thus it behooved Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead 
the third day; and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached IN 
HIS NAME among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem." (Luke 24:13-27,44-48.) 
 
"And ye are witnesses of these things. And, behold, I send the promise of my 
Father upon you; but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with 
power from on high. And he led them out as far as Bethany, and he lifted up his 
hands and blessed them. And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was 
parted from them, and carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him, and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and were continually in the temple, praising 
and blessing God." (Luke 24:25-53.)  
 
The disciples continued with one accord in prayer until the day of Pentecost was 
fully come, when the Holy Ghost descended upon them as "a rushing, mighty 
wind," and they were all baptized in the Holy Ghost and began to speak with 
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance." "When this was noised abroad 
the multitude came together and were confounded, because that every man 
heard them speak in his own language. And they were all amazed and marveled, 
saying one to another, behold are not all those who speak Galilean, and how 
hear we every man in our own tongue wherein we were born?" And they "were in 
doubt, saying one to another, what meaneth this? Others, mocking, said these 
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men are full on new wine," "But Peter, standing up," preached unto them Jesus 
Christ crucified, buried and resurrected, he laid to their charge the guilt of death, 
and "when they heard this, they were pricked in their hearts, and said unto Peter 
and to the rest of the apostles, men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter 
said unto them, repent and be baptized, everyone of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." 
"And they that gladly received his word were baptized. And the same day there 
were added unto them about three hundred souls. (Acts 2.)  
 
Thus the Apostles obeyed the command of Jesus Christ in Luke 24:46-47, where 
He said "that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name, 
among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem." Thus, the Apostles, in obedience to 
the command of Jesus, became the originators of baptizing in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Baptizing in the name of Jesus Christ is Apostolic, not in origin only, but in 
practice; for no other method of baptism is to be found in the New Testament. 
Upwards of one hundred years after Pentecost, believers were baptized only in 
the name; Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins. For example, when Phillip went 
down to Samaria and preached unto them the Gospel, they all, with one accord, 
gave heed unto what Phillip preached, hearing and seeing the miracles which he 
did. And "when the Apostles at Jerusalem had heard that Samaria had received 
the word of God, they sent unto them the Gospel, they all, with one accord, gave 
heed unto what Phillip preached, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 
And "when the Apostles at Jerusalem had heard that Samaria had received the 
word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John; who, when they was come 
down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost, (for as yet he was 
fallen upon none of them, only they were baptized into the NAME OF THE LORD 
JESUS. (Acts 8: 1416)  
 
Again in Acts 19:1-6 we read: "While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed 
through the upper coast came to Ephesus; and finding certain disciples, He said 
unto all of them: Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they 
said unto him: We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 
And He said unto them. Unto what were you baptized? And they said: Unto 
John's baptism. Then said Paul: John verily baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him that should 
come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus, and when they heard this they were 
baptized over again in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. And when Paul had 
laid hands on them, the Holy Ghost came on them and they spoke with tongues 
and prophesied." In no other mode or name was baptism "administered in the 
days of the Apostles; save IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST; and again in Acts 
4:12 we read, "NEITHER IS THER SALVATION IN ANY OTHER: FOR THERE 
IS NONE OTHER NAME UNDER HEAVEN GIVEN AMONG MEN WHEREBY 
WE MUST BE SAVED."  
 
All other modes and methods of baptism have arisen since, and not in the days 
of the Apostles.  
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2nd Reason 

WE ARE EXHORTED TO BELIEVE, TO OBEY  
AND FOLLOW THE TEACHINGS OF THE APOSTLES, 

Heb. 2:1-5; Acts 2:38-43; Col. 2:3-9.  
 

Jesus said to the Apostles that he that rejecteth thee rejecteth me. Moreover, He 
prayed that we should believe in Him through their, the Apostles' words (St. John 
17:20) Paul said in Hebrews 2: 1-4 that "we should give the more earnest heed to 
the things which we have heard lest at any time we should let them slip, for if the 
word spoken by angels were steadfast, and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just recompense of reward; How shall we escape if we 
neglect so great salvation unto us by them that heard him? God also bearing 
them witness with signs and wonders, and divers miracles; and gifts of the Holy 
Ghost according to his own will?" The gospel that was preached by the Apostles 
was according to the will of God, for God confirmed it with signs and wonders as 
if to say to us, Amen, follow as they have taught.  
 
Again speaks Paul: "To-wit, God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, 
not imputing their trespasses unto them; and HA TH COMMITTED UNTO US 
THE WORD OF RECONCILIATION." "Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, 
as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ stead, be ye 
reconciled to God." (2 Cor. 5:19-20). The saints of the day of Pentecost set us an 
example that we should follow in their steps. In Acts 2:38-43 we read: " ... that 
they that gladly received his word were baptized"  and they continued in the 
Apostles' doctrine and fellowship  great fear came '-- upon all the people and 
many wonders and signs were done by the Apostles."  
 
Jesus said unto Peter: " ...Upon this rock I will build my church and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it, and I will give thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven," (Matthew 
16:18-19)  
 
Notice Jesus said not, I give you the keys, but "I WILL GIVE UNTO THEE THE 
KEYS;" signifying that at some future day or time he would give the keys unto 
him, Now keys are used to open up things that are shut or hidden; and Jesus 
said, "Howbeit when He the Spirit of Truth is come, He will guide you into all 
truth," (John 16: 13) So, when the Holy Ghost carne on the day of Pentecost, He 
was the keys, and opened unto Peter the mystery of the name of Jesus Christ 
that had been hid or shut up since the foundation of the world.  Now if Peter had 
the keys, how shall we get into heaven except by the door that he opened upon 
the day of Pentecost, when he answered the heart strung multitude who desired 
to be loosed on earth so as to be loosed in heaven? "Repent and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." (Acts 2:38)  
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3rd Reason 

WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE 
THREE COMMISSIONS CONTRADICT EACH OTHER 

Matt. 28:19; Luke 24:45-48; Mark 16:15-19 
 
We hold that there is no discrepancy in God's word, therefore we believe that the 
three commissions all mean the same thing and all met their fulfillment in Acts 
2:38 where Peter said "Repent and be baptized everyone of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,"  
 
All three commissions were given by the same person and all three mean the 
same thing,  
 
Matt. 28:19 says, "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost." Notice, He said not 
baptize them in the Father and Son and Holy Ghost. What is the name? And 
again, He said not names, as if more than one (plural), but NAME (singular),  
 
In Mark 16:15-19 He said: Go into all the world and preach the Gospel. He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that believeth not shall be 
damned, And these signs shall follow them that believe, IN MY NAME, they shall 
speak with new tongues, they shall lay hands upon the sick and they shall 
recover ..."  
 
In Luke 24:45-48, we read that Jesus opened the understanding of the disciples 
that they might understand the scriptures and then He said unto them--",., Thus it 
behooved Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day and that 
repentance and remission of sins should be preached IN HIS NAME among all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem," After Jesus had spoken these words, He was 
taken up into heaven and the disciples tarried, as He had told them, until the day 
of Pentecost.  
 
At this time they received the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, and had their 
understanding opened as to what was the NAME that the three commissions 
implied. Peter standing up with the eleven said: "Repent and be baptized 
everyone of you in the NAME OF JESUS CHRIST."  
 
We believe that the "NAME" of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost" 
in Matt. 28:19 and "MY NAME" in Mark 16:15-18 and "HIS NAME" in Luke 24:47 
all mean the same Name--JESUS CHRIST.  
 
"For neither is there salvation in any other, for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men whereby we must be saved." (Acts 4: 12.)  
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4th Reason 
TO PUT ON CHRIST WE MUST BE BAPTIZED IN HIS DEATH AND BURIAL, 

Romans 6:3-6; John 3:5; Acts 2:38. 
We are all children of God by faith in Christ Jesus, " for as many of you as have 
been baptized into Christ have put on Christ." (Gal. 3 :26-27.) If the above 
scriptures are true, then the only way we can put on Christ is to be baptized into 
Him. Now, the above has reference to the baptism of the spirit which puts you 
into the spiritual body of Christ; but pray, how shall we receive the baptism of the 
Spirit? Peter beautifully answered that question on the day of Pentecost, Acts 
2:38: "Repent and be baptized everyone of you in the name of JESUS CHRIST 
for the remission of sins and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." We 
identify ourselves with Christ in His Death (Conversion), burial (Baptism of 
water), resurrection (Baptism of the Holy Ghost), Hallelujah! "Know ye not that so 
many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 
Therefore we are buried with him BY BAPTISM into death? .. " For if we have 
been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall also be in the 
likeness of his resurrection." (Romans 6:3-6.) The mode of sprinkling people for 
baptism was never the practice of the Apostles and has no foundation in Holy 
Writ. Jesus said, "Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the KINGDOM OF GOD." Now to be born of things, you must first be 
conceived, and that which is conceived is covered or hidden. Then to be born of 
water one must be conceived of water which cannot be, unless one is immersed 
in, and then born from the water. Amen.  
 

5th Reason 
WE ARE SAVED BY BELIEVING IN AND ON HIS NAME 

Proverbs 28:10; I John 2:12; Acts 4:12.  
"The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous runneth into it and are '-
safe." I write unto you little children, because your sins are forgiven you for His 
Name's sake." We are saved not because of our righteousness or moaning, or 
praying, or faith or works; these are conducive to salvation, not because of these 
things are we saved; but for His Name's sake. From time immemorial, God 
proposed to make for Himself a mighty name, and in our time He has made the 
Name JESUS high over all the earth and sea and sky. Yea, it is " ... above every 
name; that at the Name of Jesus every knee shall bow, and every tongue shall 
confess that He is Lord ... " Phillippians 2:9-11. The secret of power in the 
ministry of the Apostles was in the name of Jesus. In the name they cast out 
demons, in the Name they healed the sick and performed wonders. Today God 
wants us to exalt the mighty Name of Jesus. "Whatever we do in word or deed, 
do it in Jesus' Name." Colossians 3: 17. When we come together, it should be in 
the Name of Jesus. When we pray it should be in the Name. When we give 
thanks it should be in that sweet Name. Oh! How it has comforted my soul in 
hours of conflict-it is even sweet to speak of it.  Hallelujah! Amen!  
 

"Take the name of Jesus with you, Child of sorrow and of woe; 
It will joy and comfort give you, Take it, then, where'er you go. 
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6th Reason 

FATHER IS NOT A PROPER NAME, NOR SON, NOR HOLY GHOST 
Matt. 28:19.  

 
"Father" expresses a relationship. "Son" also expresses a relationship; and the 
Holy Ghost means the Holy Spirit. It does not mean His name but His nature.  
 
"Holy" is an adjective meaning "more excellent"; "pure in heart"; and Spirit is a 
noun but not a proper name. So they that baptize in the formula by saying the 
following words: "I baptize you in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Ghost," do not baptize in any name at all.  
 
There are many fathers and sons, but in what father and son's name do they 
baptize, seeing that they do not designate? For this very reason the Lord Jesus 
told the Apostles not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Spirit of Truth 
who would lead them into all truth, and bring all things to their remembrance 
whatsoever He had spoken unto them.  
 
When the Holy Ghost came on the day of Pentecost, and brought to the minds 
and hearts of the Apostles the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost. And when the people asked, "What shall we do?" Peter answered, 
"Repent and be baptized every one of you in THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST." 
Amen.  
 
The Name Jesus Christ is the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost. If not, then all of the Apostles disobeyed the command of Jesus and 
baptized the people wrong. But who will dare say that the Apostles were wrong? 
Some say, "Peter said that, AND I am not following Peter, but Jesus." Well, the 
same Spirit that gave the command through Jesus, spoke through Peter on the 
day of Pentecost.  
 
The word (gospel) of reconciliation was committed to the Apostles, II Corinthian 
5: 18.  
 
Jesus said, "Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the Name- 
"not Names but Name (one) "of the Father "and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost." And if there is none other Name under heaven given among men 
whereby we must be saved but Jesus Christ, then if we have not been baptized 
in the name of JESUS CHRIST, we then have not been baptized in the NAME of 
the Father and of the Son and the Holy Ghost.  
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7th Reason 
And finally, JESUS IS ALL AND IN ALL. 

Colossians 3:11; Timothy 3:16; Isaiah 9:6;  
Matthew 1:21-24; John 1:1, 10; Genesis I: 1. 

 
"Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 
traditions of men, after rudiments of the world and not after Christ, for in him 
dwelleth all the fullness of the "godhead bodily." Colossians 2:8-9 Christ is all and 
in all, Praise his name forever. He is indeed "the Mighty God, the Everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace." If the Godhead bodily dwells in Jesus, then the 
name of the God-head must be Jesus. "And without controversy, great is the 
mystery of Godliness; God was manifested in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, 
seen of Angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world." The world 
was made by Him, and the world knew him not." John 1:10.  
 
Lord Jesus Christ is the Lily of the Valley, the Bright and Morning Star, ther Rose 
of Sharon, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, Praise God, He is all and in all. "And 
whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God and the father by Him. (Colossians 3:17).  This same Jesus whom 
ye have crucified, said Peter, God hath made both Lord and Christ. Acts 2:36.  
 
 

BISHOP LAWSON’S METHOD OF BAPTIZING A CANDIDATE 
July-August, 1951 

 
After appropriate song or scripture, I address the prospective candidate in these 
words:  

"Beloved of God, do you believe that Jesus died for your sins 
according to the scriptures and rose from the dead for your 
justification?  

 
Upon the receipt of an affirmative answer, I state:  

"Upon the profession of your faith of the death, burial, and 
resurrection of our Lord, in obedience to His Word for the remission 
of sins and the reception of the Holy Ghost, I baptize you in the 
Name, Lord Jesus Christ." 

 
To my mind, this eliminates any possibility of critics saying that we do not baptize 
in the Name, Lord Jesus Christ, but baptize in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
which would imply that any other name that He is known by - for instance, Alpha, 
Omega, Emanuel.. is the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. But when we omit the 
word "of" and use the words, Lord Jesus Christ, to me this is the most exact and 
ironclad way of baptizing. 
 
Pray about this, maybe the Lord will give it to you. 
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BAPTISM OF THE HOLY GHOST 
(Infilling) 

 
Pastor M. R. McCoy, Sr. 

Acts 2:1-13  
 
One of the cardinal doctrines of scriptures is baptism of the Holy Ghost. Its 
importance is emphasized in the fact that two outstanding old testament 
prophecies speak of it Joel 2:28; Isaiah 28:9-13, and both John the Baptist and 
Jesus stressed its importance and necessity (Matthew 3:11-12; John 14:26, 
15:26, 16:17, 20:22; Acts 1 :4-8) 
 
There is no doubt that their fulfillment was on the day of Pentecost as Apostle 
Peter explained, "This is that‖ (Acts 2:16). In this study we will examine the 
doctrine of the baptism of the Holy Ghost.  
 
WHAT IS THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY GHOST?  
 
The baptism of the Holy Ghost is the operation of God through the Holy Spirit in:  

SEALING (Ephesians 1:12-14, II Cor. 1:20-22),  
SANCTIFYING (Romans 15:16, I Cor. 6:11),  
REGENERATING (John 3:1-8, Titus 3:3-7),  
EMPOWERING (Luke 24:49, Acts 1:8), all who believe in Him.  

 
WHY IS THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY GHOST NECESSARY?  
 
The baptism of the Holy Ghost is necessary because it:  

IDENTIFIES US WITH CHRIST (Romans 6:1-6, I John 3:24, 5:6-12) 
PLACES ON IN THE CHURCH (I Corinthians 12:13, Ephesians 2:18-22)  
EMPOWERS, COMFORTS AND HELPS US TO LIVE (Jn.14:18; Acts1:8) 
TEACHES US THE TRUTH (John 16:13, I John 2:27-29)  
PREPARES US FOR THE RAPTURE (Romans 8:11, Ephesians 3:14-21)  

 
HOW DO YOU KNOW WHEN YOU HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED WITH THE HOLY 
GHOST?  
 
The only biblical sign that one has been baptized with the Holy Ghost is speaking 
in tongues. The bible record is as follows:  

The Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:4, 33)  
Gentiles at Caesarea (Acts 10:44-46)  
Ephesians disciples (Acts 19:1-6)  
Samaritans (Acts 8: 17)  
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BAPTISM OF THE HOLY GHOST 
(Re-filling) 

 
Acts 4:1-37  
 
After baptizing us with the Holy Ghost, God wants us to remain "filled" 
(Ephesians 5:18 "be filled" is present tense.) To be filled with the Holy Ghost is to 
be in fellowship with God through His Spirit.  
 
As believers, we are totally depending on God to lead and guide us and we are 
under His control. This fellowship with God, which can be lost, (I John 1:3-1 0), is 
different from our relationship with God that cannot be lost.  
 
When we received God's Spirit our relationship to Him became as father and son 
(John 1:12; 1 John 3:2). We didn't earn or merit this position but it's ours by 
God's grace (Ephesians 2: 1-10). It's an inherited relationship with God that 
cannot be erased or violated, once a son always a son! (Romans 8:28-39; 11:1-
36).  
 
However, our fellowship with God can be broken (Psalms 51:1-12), lost (Psalms 
137:1-4) and destroyed (Hebrews 6:4-6; Matthew 12:28-37).  
 
Through the baptism of the Holy spirit God has many children. But sadly, all His 
children are not obedient. Disobedient children receive their just reward (Matthew 
7:21-29). That's why God commands His children to "be filled" with the Spirit. In 
this study we will examine this divine command.  
 
"Being Filled" with the spirit keeps us from sin 
Galatians 5:15-26; Romans 7:7-25, 8:1-11  
 
"Being Filled" equips us for ministry  
Luke 12:11-12; Acts 4:5-12, 31-32; 7:54-60; 13:4-12  
 
Fresh fillings or "re-fillings are for those who have been baptized with the Holy 
Spirit and should be sought after and expected (Psalms 91).  
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REPENTANCE 
 

I. Definition 

 

metanoeo (met-an-o-eh'-o); to think differently or afterwards, i.e. reconsider 
(morally, feel compunction): Repentance is godly sorrow for sins committed. It is 
the confession and turning to God for forgiveness.  
 

2 Corinthians 7:9-10 
9 Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to 
repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might 
receive damage by us in nothing. 
10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be 
repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death. (KJV) 

 
A. Turn from sin to God. 

B. Change of heart, mind, and direction. 
 

The only grounds upon which God will accept a sinner is repentance from the 
heart for the sin that he has committed.  John preached repentance.  Jesus 
proclaimed repentance and before His ascension commanded that repentance 
and remission of sin be preached in His name, beginning at Jerusalem. 
 
II. Four Elements 

A. Recognition of sin, Mark 2:17; Romans 3:10. 
B. Confession of sin to God, Proverbs 28:13; I John 1:9. 

C. Contrition (godly sorrow) for sin, Psalm 51:17; II Corinthians 7:10. 
D. Decision to forsake sin, Proverbs 28:13; Luke 3:7-8. 

 

III. Examples 

A. Prodigal son, Luke 15:10-32. 
B. Tax collector, Luke 18:9-14. 

C. David, Psalm 51. 
D. Simon the sorcerer, Acts 8:9-25 (believed, was baptized, but needed to 

repent). 
 

IV. Restitution 

A. Restoration; making good the damage done (to extent possible). 
B. We cannot repent and still enjoy fruits of sin. 

C. Matthew 5:23-24; Luke 19:8. 
 

V. Source of Repentance 

A. God gives the opportunity and ability, Romans 2:4. 
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B. The Spirit draws and convicts, John 6:44; 16:8. 
C. The Word convicts, Acts 2:37. 

D. Faith motivates repentance. 
 

VI. What Happens at Repentance? 

A. With God‘s help, humans decide to turn from sin to God. 
B. God enables humans to break away from sinful habits and desires. 
C. Repentance deals with present consequences of sin, dominion of sin, 

barrier between holy God and sinful humans. 
D. Repentance begins the work of forgiveness, but it is incomplete. 

1. Also need water baptism for complete remission of sins, Acts 2:38. 

2. Also need Holy Spirit with power over sin, Romans 8:4-11. 
3. Luke 11:24-26. 

 

VII. The Necessity of Repentance 

A. Biblical command, Ezekiel 18:30-32; 33:11; Matthew 4:17; Luke 13:3-5; 
Acts 2:38; 3:19; 17:30. 

B. Necessary for an effective water baptism. 
C. Necessary to receive the Holy Spirit. 
D. Necessary to a genuine Christian life. 

E. Repentance is available to the Christian, I John 1:9; 2:1. 
 
GOD’S WORD ON REPENTANCE 

 
Have you ever had the experience of driving in a strange city and suddenly 
realizing you were going the wrong way on a one-way street? What you do next 
is very much like the biblical idea of repentance. You make a U-turn and change 
your direction as fast as you can. Repentance is motivated by the realization that 
you have taken the wrong way in life. Repentance is made complete when you 
admit your sin and make a commitment, with God‘s help, to change your life‘s 
direction. 
 
WHAT IS REPENTANCE? 

 
Matthew 3:1-3 . . . ―Turn from your sins and turn to God.‖ 
 
Repentance means being sorry for sin and being committed to a new way of life 
serving God. 
 
Luke 19:8 . . . Zacchaeus . . . said to the Lord, ―. . . if I have overcharged people 
on their taxes, I will give them back four times as much!‖ 
 
Repentance is made complete by changed behavior. 
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Exodus 9:27-34 . . . When Pharaoh saw this, he and his officials sinned yet again 
by stubbornly refusing to do as they had promised. 
 
Repentance that produces no lasting change is insincere. 
 
WHY DOES GOD WANT US TO REPENT? 

 
Leviticus 26:40-42 . . . ―At last my people will confess their sins and the sins of 
their ancestors for betraying me and being hostile toward me.‖ 
 
All of us need to repent because we have betrayed God with our sins. 
 
2 Chronicles 30:9 . . . The Lord your God is gracious and merciful. If you return to 
him, he will not continue to turn his face from you. 
 
Repentance is necessary for an ongoing relationship with God. 
 
1 Samuel 7:3 . . . Samuel said to all the people of Israel, ―If you are really serious 
about wanting to return to the Lord, get rid of your foreign gods. . . . Determine to 
obey only the Lord; then he will rescue you.‖ 
 
We must turn away from all other gods in order to worship the one true God. 
 
Proverbs 28:13 . . . People who cover over their sins will not prosper. But if they 
confess and forsake them, they will receive mercy. 
 
Isaiah 55:7 . . . ―Let the people turn from their wicked deeds. Let them banish 
from their minds the very thought of doing wrong! Let them turn to the Lord that 
he may have mercy on them. Yes, turn to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon.‖ 
 
Jeremiah 3:12 . . . ― Therefore, go and say these words to Israel, ‗This is what the 
Lord says: O Israel, my faithless people, come home to me again, for I am 
merciful. I will not be angry with you forever.‘‖ 
 
Repentance is necessary to receive God‘s mercy. 
 
Ezekiel 18:30-32 . . . ― Therefore, I will judge each of you, O people of Israel, 
according to your actions, says the Sovereign Lord. Turn from your sins! Don‘t let 
them destroy you! Put all your rebellion behind you, and get for yourselves a new 
heart and a new spirit. For why should you die, O people of Israel? I don‘t want 
you to die, says the Sovereign Lord. Turn back and live!‖ 
 
Ezekiel 33:11 . . . ―As surely as I live, says the Sovereign Lord, I take no pleasure 
in the death of wicked people. I only want them to turn from their wicked ways so 
they can live. Turn! Turn from your wickedness, O people of Israel! Why should 
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you die?‖ 
 
Repentance is the key to having new life from God. 
 
Matthew 3:2 . . . ―Turn from your sins and turn to God, because the Kingdom of 
Heaven is near.‖ 
 
Luke 24:47 . . . ―There is forgiveness of sins for all who turn to me.‖ 
 
Acts 2:37-38 . . . Peter‘s words convicted them deeply, and they said to him and 
to the other apostles, ―Brothers, what should we do?‖ Peter replied, ―Each of you 
must turn from your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.‖ 
 
Forgiveness of sins and entrance to the Kingdom of Heaven is only for those who 
have turned away from their sins and turned to God. 
 
Acts 3:19 . . . Turn from your sins and turn to God, so you can be cleansed of 
your sins. 
 
Forgiveness of sins and the Kingdom of Heaven are only for those who have 
turned away from their sins and turned to God. 
 
Matthew 11:20-24 . . . Then Jesus began to denounce the cities where he had 
done most of his miracles, because they hadn‘t turned from their sins and turned 
to God. . . . ―You people of Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? No, you 
will be brought down to the place of the dead.‖ 
 
Refusal to turn away from our sins will bring God‘s judgment. 
 
WHY IS REPENTANCE NECESSARY? 

 
Ezekiel 33:10-16 . . . The good works of righteous people will not save them if 
they turn to sin, nor will the sins of evil people destroy them if they repent and 
turn from their sins. 
 
Repentance leads to forgiveness of sin. 
 
Jeremiah 5:3 . . . They are determined, with faces set like stone; they have 
refused to repent. 
 
The unrepentant heart rejects God and remains in sin‘s grasp. 
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Luke 13:1-8 . . . You will also perish unless you turn from your evil ways and turn 
to God. 
 
Jesus taught that without repentance we face judgment. 
 
Luke 15:10 . . . There is joy in the presence of God‘s angels when even one 
sinner repents. 
 
All heaven rejoices when one sinner repents. 
 
IS REPENTANCE A ONE-TIME EVENT, OR DO WE NEED TO REPENT EACH 
TIME WE SIN? 

 
Psalm 51:16-17 . . . The sacrifice you want is a broken spirit. A broken and 
repentant heart, O God, you will not despise. 
 
While salvation is a one-time event, God is pleased by broken and contrite hearts 
willing to confess and repent of sin. 
 
1 John 1:8-9 . . . If we say we have no sin, we are . . . refusing to accept the 
truth. But if we confess our sins to him. 
 
Confession and repentance of sin is a constant mark of the person walking in the 
light of fellowship with God. 
 
PROMISES FROM GOD: 

 
2 Chronicles 7:14 . . . ―Then if my people who are called by my name will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, I will 
hear from heaven and will forgive their sins and heal their land.‖ 
 
Jeremiah 3:22 . . . Come back to me, and I will heal your wayward hearts. 
God is always calling us back to him. 
 
Ezekiel 18:21 . . . If wicked people turn away from all their sins and begin to obey 
my laws and do what is just and right, they will surely live and not die. 
 
Acts 2:38 . . . Each of you must turn from your sins and turn to God, and be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. When you turn to God you receive the Holy 
Spirit. 
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SUMMARY OF THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT 

There are 39 books in the Old Testament, generally separated into 4 divisions: 

The Pentateuch or Torah, number 5, from Genesis to Deuteronomy, traditionally 
designated as the 5 books of Moses. 

12 Historical Books (Joshua to Esther). 

5 Poetical Books (Job to Song of Solomon). 

17 Prophetical Books, including the writings of the 5 Major Prophets (Isaiah to 
Daniel), and the 12 Minor Prophets (Hosea to Malachi). 

THE NEW TESTAMENT 

There are 27 books in the New Testament, generally separated into 4 divisions: 
 
4 Gospels (Matthew to John) 
 
1 Historical Book (Acts) 
 
21 Doctrinal Books, 
       14 Pauline Epistles (Romans to Hebrews).  
       3 General Epistles (James to 2 Peter) 
       3 Johannine Epistles (1st,2nd and 3rd John)  
       1 Judean Epistle (Jude) 
 
1 Prophetical Book (Revelation) 
 
THE EIGHT LEADING BOOKS OF THE BIBLE 

 
(1) Genesis Patriarchal, legal 
( 2 ) Psalms, Poetical 
( 3 ) Isaiah, Prophetical 
( 4 ) Matthew, Practical 
( 5 ) John, Spiritual 
(6 ) Acts, Historical 
( 7) Romans, Doctrinal 
(8 ) Hebrews, Antitypical 
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OLD TESTAMENT 

THE PENTATEUCH 

GENESIS 

The word "genesis" signifies "generation" or "origin" and comes from the Greek 
translation of Genesis 2:4. It is an appropriate title for the first book of the Bible, 
which contains the record of the origin of the universe, the human race, family 
life, nations, sin redemption, etc. The first 11 chapters, which deal with primeval 
or pre-Patriarchal times, present the antecedents of Hebrew history from Adam 
to Abraham. The remaining chapters (12 - 50) are concerned with God‘s dealings 
with the Patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and Jacob‘s son Joseph, all 
"fathers" of the people whom God has chosen to carry out His plan for the 
redemption of mankind. The book closes with these "Chosen People" in Egypt. 

EXODUS 

The name means "going out" or departure". While it refers to one of the most 
important events of the book, the Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt, other 
highly significant events are also found here, such as the oppression of the 
Chosen People in Egypt, the flight and call of Moses, and God‘s covenant with 
the nation Israel at Sinai - an experience climaxed by His giving of the moral law 
(Ten Commandments) through Moses to the people. A code of secular laws is 
also included, and the latter part of the book contains an elaborate description of 
the sacred Ark of the Covenant and its ten (tabernacle), God‘s place of dwelling 
among His people. 

LEVITICUS 

This book was so named because it treats of laws of service and worship of 
special importance to the Tribe of Levi. It has been aptly called "the Handbook of 
the Priests". Many basic precepts of the New Testament are foreshadowed in 
this book, such as the seriousness of sin in God‘s sight, the necessity of 
atonement for sin, the holiness of God, and the necessity of a mediator between 
God and man. 

NUMBERS 

The name of this book originated from the two numberings of the people related 
in it: the first at Sinai in the second year of the Exodus and another on the plains 
of Moab opposite Jericho in the 40th year. A better title is the one give by the 
Hebrew themselves, Bemidhbar ("In the Wilderness"), for it describes the locale 
of the major events of the book. In all these events, the writer sees the guiding 
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hand of God, sustaining, delivering, and keeping covenant with His people, as He 
prepares them for entrance into the land promised first to Abraham (Gen. 12:1ff). 

DEUTERONOMY 

The final book of the Pentateuch derives its English name from the Greek work 
deuteronomion, meaning the "second law", or the "law repeated". Deuteronomy 
is essentially Moses‘ farewell address(es) to a new generation in which he 
summons them to hear the law of God, to be instructed in the application of its 
principles to the new circumstances awaiting them, and to renew intelligently the 
covenant God had made with their fathers - a covenant that must be faithfully 
observed as the condition of God‘s blessings upon them in the Promised Land. 

THE HISTORICAL BOOKS 

JOSHUA 

This book serves as the connecting link between the Pentateuch and the later 
historical books; it name is derived from the principal character, Joshua. 
Chapters 1 to 23 describe the conquest of the land and it division among the 
tribes of Israel. In the final chapters (23-24), Joshua, somewhat after the fashion 
of Moses, exhorts the people in a series of farewell addresses "to keep and to do 
all that is written in the book of the law of Moses," and solemnly challenges them 
to the renewal of their covenant commitment to God. 

JUDGES 

Named after the "Judges of Israel," the heroic leaders whose deeds it records, 
this book covers a period of time from the death of Joshua to the birth of Samuel, 
an era often called "the dark ages" of Hebrew history. Here is a story, on the 
human side, of disobedience and disaster, and on the divine side, of direction 
and deliverance. Of the 13 judges named, only 3 are well known: Deborah, 
Gideon, and Samson. 

RUTH 

The Book of Ruth offers a striking contrast to the Book of Judges, but its story is 
associated with the same period. In Judges, national sin and corruption portray a 
dark picture. The story of Ruth the Moabitess and her loyalty and devotion to 
Naomi, her Hebrew mother-in-law, presents the reader with a picture of the 
nobler side of Hebrew life in the days of the judges. 

I and II SAMUEL 

These books were named after Samuel, not only because he is the principal 
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figure in the first part, but also because he anointed the two other principal 
characters, Saul and David. Originally a single book which was divided when 
translated into Greek, the books of Samuel cover a period of time in Israel‘s 
history from the birth of Samuel to the close of the reign of David. First Samuel 
presents the transition from Israel‘s judges to the monarchy. Second Samuel 
deals almost exclusively with the history of David and presents a vivid picture of 
the theocratic monarchy in which the king represents God‘s rule over the people. 

I and II KINGS 

These books are the sequel to I and II Samuel and should be read as a 
continuation of the history of the Hebrew nation contained in the former work. 
Originally one book, I and II kings relate the history of Israel form the last days of 
David to the destruction of the northern kingdom, Israel, in 721 B.C., and to the 
fall of the southern kingdom, Judah, in 586 B.C. This is the period of Israel‘s 
glory, division, decline, and fall. 

I and II CHRONICLES 

In the Hebrew Canon these books formed a single volume called "Things of the 
days" (i.e., annals). The translators of the Greek Septuagint Version gave them 
the title, Paraleipomena, meaning "things left over", implying their use as a 
supplement to Samuel and Kings. Jerome (c. A.D. 340-420) called them "a 
chronicle of the whole and sacred history" from Adam to Cyrus (538 B.C.), hence 
their English name. Actually, Chronicles is a summary of Hebrew history that 
duplicates much of Samuel and Kings. 

EZRA and NEHEMIAH 

Written originally as one book, these two books describe the return of the Jewish 
exiles after more than a half-century of bondage in Babylon, and the subsequent 
restoration of Jerusalem, its Temple and it walls. Ezra and Nehemiah are of 
special importance, since they contain nearly all of the direct information known 
of the post-Exilic period of Hebrew history. 

ESTHER 

The Book of Esther, in the form of a short story similar to the Book of Ruth, has 
its setting in the palace of Shushan, or Susa, one of the three capitals of the 
Persian Empire. The story gives us a vivid picture of the Jews in exile, of the 
hostility of their non-Jewish enemies in Persia, and of how Esther became the 
queen of Ahasuerus (Xerxes), subsequently risking her life in order to save her 
people, the Jews, from total destruction. God‘s providential care of His people is 
magnified throughout, though the word "God" never appears in the book. 
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THE POETICAL BOOKS 

JOB 

So named from Job, its chief character, the book deals with an ageless question, 
one that is puzzling to every generation - the problem of human suffering, 
particularly the affliction of the righteous. The reader is given an account of the 
sufferings of the pious Patriarch Job, of the argument carried on between Job 
and his friends as to the cause of his sufferings, and finally, of the solution to his 
difficulty,. The book‘s principal aim is to refute the popular view that all suffering 
is the result of sin in the life of the sufferer. 

PSALMS 

A collection of 150 psalms, who Hebrew name is "The Book of Praise". Authors 
of individual psalms include David, Solomon, Moses, Asaph, and others who are 
anonymous. The variety and unity of Psalms have given this book a unique place 
in the devotional life of the individual and the Church. Almost every aspect of 
man‘s relation to God is depicted in these poems: simple trust, the sense of sin, 
appeals to a higher power in time of trouble, and the conviction that the world is 
in the hands of a loving God. 

PROVERBS 

This book is a compendium of proverb collections. Although Solomon inspired 
the development of the book, its entire content did not derive from him. A proverb 
is a short, pithy saying with practical implications. The ones included here cover 
a variety of subjects, for example, chastity, control of the tongue, laziness, 
knowledge, relations with others, justice. Perhaps above everything else in 
Proverbs there is the reiterated assertion that the source of true wisdom is "the 
fear of the Lord". 

ECCLESIASTES 

In English, the title means "Preacher". Traditionally held to have been written by 
Solomon, this book is now almost universally recognized as about him rather 
than by him. The author‘s purpose is to prove the vanity of everything "under the 
sun". This truth is first announced a fact, then proved from the "Preacher‘s" 
experience and observations. Finally, the author shows that the fullness of life is 
found only in the recognition of things "above the sun", things spiritual as well as 
material. 

THE SONG OF SOLOMON 

This book, the only one in the Bible that has love for its sole theme, is a collection 
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or cycle of marriage songs. Again, as with Ecclesiastes, the composition is about 
Solomon, and not by him. The Song is didactic and moral in its purpose, and has 
traditionally been interpreted as showing God‘s love for His Chosen People and 
Christ‘s love for His Bride, the Church. 

THE FOUR MAJOR PROPHETS 

ISAIAH 

This book, as is true of all the prophetical books, derives its name from the 
prophet whose messages it records. The unity of Isaiah, a problem related to 
authorship and contents, has been the subject of much debate. The message of 
the book is twofold: judgment upon Judah for her sins (1-39), and comfort and 
hope for an exiled people (40-66). In these messages of encouragement are 
found some of the most graphic portrayals of the Messiah in the Old Testament. 

JEREMIAH 

Jeremiah was God‘s spokesman during the decline and fall of the southern 
kingdom, Judah. Among the Prophets not one had a more difficult task than that 
of standing alone for God in the midst of the apostasy of his own people, and not 
one who bares his soul to his reader as does Jeremiah. Although Jeremiah 
announced the coming destruction of Judah, he looked beyond this judgement to 
a day when religion, no longer national, would be individual and spiritual. This 
new kind of religion would result from God‘s "new covenant" with His people. 

LAMENTATIONS 

Entitled in most English versions The Lamentations of Jeremiah, this book is 
placed immediately after Jeremiah in the Septuagint, Vulgate and English Bible. 
In the Hebrew text it is found among the "Writings". In spite of the ancient 
tradition that Jeremiah was the author, present scholarship is reluctant to accept 
this view. The book is composed of five poems, lamenting the siege and 
destruction of Jerusalem (586 B.C.). The poet also makes sincere confession of 
sin on behalf of the people and leaders, acknowledges complete submission to 
the will of God, and finally prays that God will once again smile upon His people 
and restore them to their homeland. 

EZEKIEL 

Ezekiel was carried into exile in Babylon, where he received his call and 
exercised his prophetic ministry. His dual role of prophet-priest and his position 
as "watchman" over his people make Ezekiel unique among the prophets and 
may account for the uniqueness of his message and his methods of delivery. The 
book contains 48 chapters, divided at the halfway point by the fall of Jerusalem. 
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Ezekiel‘s prophecies before this event are chiefly messages of condemnation 
upon Judah for her sin; following the city‘s fall, the prophet speaks to helpless 
people of the hope and certainty of restoration to their homeland and of worship 
again in the Temple. 

DANIEL 

Traditionally considered as the work of the Prophet Daniel in exile in Babylon 
during the 6th century B.C., many modern scholars classify the book as an 
"apocalypse" that was the product of a pious Jew living under the persecution of 
Antiochus Epiphanes (175-164 B.C.). In a series of events and visions, the 
author presents a view of history in which God rules and prevails over men and 
nations to achieve ultimate victory for the "saints" of God. 

THE TWELVE MINOR PROPHETS 

HOSEA 

Sometimes called the "Prophet of Divine Love," Hosea was a native of Israel and 
was called to be God‘s spokesman during that kingdom‘s darkest hour. The 
apostasy of his own people was enough to break Hosea‘s heart, but he also bore 
a heavy cross in his own life - his wife had proved unfaithful. In this bitter 
experience Hosea came to fathom God‘s love for his erring children and pleads 
with his people to repent and avail themselves of God‘s divine compassion and a 
love that will not let Israel go. 

JOEL 

Traditionally called the "Prophet of Pentecost," since his prophecy of the 
outpouring of the Spirit (2:28ff.) is quoted by Peter (Acts 2:16) as being fulfilled at 
Pentecost, Joel was the kind of man who could see the eternal in the temporal. 
The occasion of his message was a devastating locust plague, which he 
interpreted as foreboding the Day of the Lord when God would act directly to 
punish His people for their sins. Joel calls upon the people of Judah to repent, 
promising that repentance will bring God‘s blessings, material and spiritual. 

AMOS 

Among the "writing" prophets Amos was the first of a new school, for, like Elijah 
and John the Baptist, he denounced sin with rustic boldness. A shepherd and 
native of Judah, he was called by God to prophesy to the northern kingdom of 
Israel during the reign of Jeroboam II (786-746 B.C.). Sparing no one, the 
prophet fearlessly announced the impending judgment of God. Although the 
dominant note of the book is judgment, the final words promise the restoration of 
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a righteous remnant. 

OBADIAH 

This shortest of the prophetic books, containing only 21 verses, is a scathing 
denunciation of the Edomites, descendants of Esau, who from the beginning had 
been hostile to Israel. Its message is primarily one of destruction and doom for 
Edom. The latter part of the prophecy is concerned with the Day of the Lord 
when God‘s judgment will be upon other nations as well as Edom and concludes 
with the promise that "the kingdom shall be the Lord‘s". 

JONAH 

The Old Testament counterpart of John 3:16, this book declares the universality 
of God‘s love embracing even pagan nations. Its authorship and historicity are 
disputed. If one is willing to accept the miraculous, there is no compelling reason 
to deny its historicity. There is a strong possibility that the book is about Jonah 
and not by him. The author relates how Jonah refused God‘s call to preach to the 
people of Nineveh, his punishment for this disobedience, his ready response to a 
second summons, and his bitter complaint at God‘s sparing the city following her 
repentance. Christ Himself alludes to Jonah when speaking of His own death and 
Resurrection (Matt. 12:39, 16:4; Luke 11:29-32). 

MICAH 

The Prophet Micah was a younger contemporary of Isaiah and spoke at a time 
when conditions in Judah paralleled those in the northern kingdom of Israel 
during Amos‘ day. Micah‘s messages are strikingly similar to those of Amos: 
many of the same sins are denounced and the same rugged, direct, indignant, 
and convincing language is used. While announcing God‘s certain judgment 
upon sin, he also spoke of a sure deliverance to come through the Messiah 
whose place of birth he predicts. 

NAHUM 

This book is a vivid prediction of the approaching downfall of Nineveh, the capital 
city of Assyria, one of the most warlike of the ancient heathen nations. Of the 
Prophet Nahum, whose name means "consolation" or "comfort", little is known. 
His purpose was to comfort his people, long harassed by Assyria, with the 
promise that this cruel and oppressing people would soon meet destruction at 
God‘s hand. 

HABAKKUK 

While this book is true prophecy, its method is quite different from other writings 
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of the prophets. Dramatically constructed in the form of dialogue, this book 
contains the prophet‘s complaints (questions) and God‘s reply to them. In god‘s 
answers Habakkuk discovers the doorway leading from questioning to 
affirmation, through which he enters into a faith that enables him to affirm, "I will 
rejoice in the Lord… God, the Lord, is my strength." 

ZEPHANIAH 

This book, though brief, is comprehensive, embracing the two great themes of 
prophetic teaching: judgment and salvation - both extending to all nations. In 
some great catastrophe of his day, perhaps the Scythian invasion (c. 626 B.C.), 
Zephaniah sees God‘s terrible judgment upon the nations, including Judah. He 
exhorts the people to repent and assures them that God will dwell in the midst of 
a righteous remnant following repentance. 

HAGGAI 

This book, the first among the writings of the post-Exilic prophets, consists of four 
prophecies delivered within the space of 4 months, some 15 years after the 
return of the first exiles to Jerusalem. Work on the second Temple has begun 
shortly after the exiles‘ arrival, but had been delayed for almost two decades. 
Haggai comes forward with a series of timely and vigorous messages 
challenging the people to respond wholeheartedly to a noble task - rebuilding the 
House of God. 

ZECHARIAH 

Sometimes called the "Apocalypse of the Old Testament", this book contains the 
messages of the Prophet Zechariah, a contemporary of Haggai. The main 
division of the book (1-8, 9-14) are noticeably dissimilar in both style and subject 
matter, a fact that has led some to assign the last division (9-14) to another 
author. The first eight chapters are primarily concerned with the rebuilding of the 
Temple, although the language used is highly symbolical. Chapters 9 to 14 deal 
with "last things", the "end time". Many Messianic references are found, and the 
writer foresees the Day of the Lord when Israel will be restored, the nations 
judged, and God‘s kingdom triumphant. 

MALACHI 

The name of the last book of the Old Testament and of the Prophet whose 
oracles it contains. Malachi (from Hebrew meaning "my messenger") is an 
invaluable source concerning the Judaean Jews during the Persian period. Two 
themes are predomination: the sin and apostasy of Israel (1-2); and the coming 
judgment upon the faithless, with blessings promised for those who repent (3-4). 
The growing Messianic expectation in the Old Testament is apparent in Malachi 
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by the announcement of God‘s "messenger of the covenant", by whose coming 
Israel will be purified and judged; and of the return of the Prophet Elijah who will 
proclaim the Day of the Lord. 

THE NEW TESTAMENT 

THE GOSPELS 

MATTHEW 

From at least the 2nd century A.D., the Gospel of Matthew has been ascribed to 
Matthew the publican, tax collector, and disciple. It is the most complete account 
of Jesus‘ teachings and was written to convince the writer‘s Jewish audience that 
Jesus was the Messiah descended from David, the One promised by the Old 
Testament Prophets. It is peculiarly the Gospel for Israel. The most significant 
teaching passages are the Sermon on the Mount (5-7) and the parable sections 
(especially Chapter 13). 

MARK 

The Gospel of Mark, the shortest, is also held by most to be the first of the 
Gospels to be written. A tradition dating from the 2nd century ascribes this book 
to John Mark, a companion of Peter and also of Paul and Barnabas in their 
missionary endeavors. The preaching of Peter may well have been the source of 
most of Mark‘s material. Mark accounts for the ministry of Jesus from His 
Baptism to His Ascension. Most commentaries agree that Mark‘s purpose was 
neither biographical nor historical, but theological: to present Jesus as the Christ, 
the mighty worker rather than great teacher. Hence, Mark makes fewer 
references to the Parables and discourses, but meticulously records each of 
Jesus‘ "mighty works" as evidence of His divine power. Mark contains 20 specific 
miracles and alludes to others. Bible scholars quite generally agree that Mark 
wrote his Gospel in Rome for the gentiles. 

LUKE 

There is almost universal agreement that Luke, the "beloved physician" (Col. 
4:14) who accompanied Paul on his missionary travels, was the author of the 
third Gospel. Luke wrote to present Jesus as the Universal Savior, the 
compassionate healer and teacher. His careful historical approach is revealed in 
the preface, which states that the author has traced "all things from the very first". 
Unlike Mark, this author includes an account of the Virgin Birth, and unlike 
Matthew he extensively describes the Perean Ministry (Chapters 9-18).  

JOHN 
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The Gospel of John endeavors to explain the mystery of the Person of Christ by 
the use of the term "logos" (word) and was written to confirm Christians in the 
belief that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God. Its purpose is evangelical and is 
so stated in 20:31. John not only records events as do the other Gospels but also 
uniquely interprets the events by giving them spiritual meaning. The author 
makes significant use of such words as light, water, life, love, and bread. 
Traditionally the author of this Gospel is considered to have been John, the 
Beloved Disciple. 

HISTORY 

ACTS 

Addressed to a certain Theophilus, about whom nothing is known (1:1), the Book 
of Acts records the early history of the Apostolic Church. Beginning with the 
Ascension of Jesus to heaven, it traces the growth of Christianity in Palestine 
and its spread to Syria, Asia Minor, Greece, and eventually to Rome. The leading 
figure in the first chapters is Peter, who delivered the stirring sermon on the day 
of Pentecost (2). The greater part of the book, however, is devoted to the 
experiences of Paul and his companions during their missionary endeavors. The 
Book of Acts provides a useful background for study of the Pauline Epistles. The 
introduction (1:1) attests to a Lukan authorship. 

EPISTLES 

Pauline Epistles 

ROMANS 

This letter, the first in canonical order, but not the first of Paul‘s Epistles, is the 
longest and the most influential of all the Apostle‘s writings. Writing to Christians 
at Rome whom he hoped soon to visit, Paul presents to them his mature 
convictions concerning the Christian faith: the universality of sin; the impotence 
of the law as a means of salvation; the nature of God‘s saving act in Christ, and 
its appropriation by faith. The letter closes with spiritual advice and some 
personal remarks. 

I CORINTHIANS 

This letter discusses doctrinal and ethical problems that were disturbing the 
Corinthian church, and presents a picture of the life of a particular local 
congregation in New Testament times. Writing from Ephesus, where he spent at 
lead three year, Paul addresses the Corinthian church concerning the 
significance of the new life in Christ, which should be demonstrated in the 
fellowship within the Church. He advises them regarding spiritual gifts (12), 



 

 

119 

Christian love (13), and the meaning of the Resurrection (15). 

II CORINTHIANS 

Often called "the hard letter", this is an intensely personal letter. It recounts the 
difficulties and hardships Paul has endured in the service of Christ (10-13). The 
Apostle regards the Corinthians as his children in Christ. 

GALATIANS 

Paul‘s letter addressed to the churches in Galatia is the great letter on Christian 
freedom; in it Paul attacks the Christians who wished to exalt the law. Galatians‘ 
emphasis is similar to the theme of Paul‘s letter to the Romans. The doctrinal 
section, as is typical of the Pauline format, is followed by an intensely practical 
section in Chapters five and six. 

EPHESIANS 

The Ephesian letter is one of Paul‘s four "Imprisonment Letters" - Philippians, 
Colossians, and Philemon being the others. Although addressed to the church in 
Ephesus, this letter is generally believed to have been a circular discussing the 
believers‘ exalted position through Christ, the Church as the body of Christ, her 
relationship to God, and practical implications of the Gospel. 

PHILIPIANS 

In this letter, which is a message of joy, Paul expresses his gratitude for the 
Philippians‘ love and material assistance. The Epistle is uniquely significant 
because of its presentation of the humility of Jesus. Its practicality is also 
observed in Paul‘s advice to Euodia and Syntyche. 

COLOSSIANS 

The Colossian letter is well known for its doctrine as well as for its brevity. In the 
letter, Paul insists upon the Lordship of Christ. Colossians has come under 
recent scrutiny because of its references, implied or actual, to incipient 
Gnosticism, a growing heresy in the Church. 

I AND II THESSALONIANS 

These letters constitute what is probably the earliest writing of the Apostle Paul. 
There were written in A.D. 51-52, soon after the founding of the Thessalonian 
church, and give Paul‘s answer, to some basic problems disturbing the Christians 
of Thessalonica. The major contributions are eschatological, investigating 
especially the events preceding and accompanying the return of Christ. The 
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concern of Paul for his followers is apparent throughout. 

I AND II TIMOTHY 

Along with the letter to Titus, these writings are defined as "pastoral epistles", 
which approach the material from the perspective of the minister, not of the 
Church. The letters to Timothy discuss such matters as the duties and 
qualifications of church officers, the inspirations of Scripture, the treatment of 
widows, and the expectation of a future reward. 

TITUS 

This is a personal letter written by the Apostle Paul to a young minister whom he 
had left on Crete. Like the Timothy correspondence, the letter to Titus is practical 
and discusses the everyday problems confronted by a young minister. This letter 
is probably to be dated between the first and the second letters to Timothy. 

PHILEMON 

This shortest of all Paul‘s letters was addressed to Philemon (although two other 
persons are included in the salutation). Paul entreats Philemon, the master of 
Onesimus, a runaway slave, to receive him back as a brother in Christ (16, 17). 
This very personal letter reveals not only the concern of the Apostle for a 
converted slave but also a practical demonstration of brotherhood in Christ, 
"where there is neither bond (slave) nor free". (Gal 3:28) 

HEBREWS 

Although tradition ascribed Hebrews to Paul, it is now generally believed to have 
been written by someone other than the Apostle, but certainly someone who was 
acquainted with Paul‘s teaching. The Epistle portrays Jesus, who performed the 
perfect sacrifice for the sins of the world, as the great High Priest of the line of 
Melchizedek (Gen. 14). The Bible‘s only definition of faith occurs in this Epistle 
(Chap. 11) and is followed by the "great line of splendor" of the men of faith. 

GENERAL EPISTLES 

JAMES 

The author of this letter introduces himself as "James, a servant of God and the 
Lord Jesus Christ". Four men in the New Testament bore this name but the writer 
of this Epistle is usually identified with James who was the leader of the church in 
Jerusalem. The letter is addressed to the "the twelve tribes which are scattered 
abroad", and is the most Jewish in style and form of any of the New Testament 
books. It is not a treatise on Christian theology but rather a practical letter dealing 
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with Christian ethics. James insists that works, not words, are the mark of a 
disciple. 

I PETER 

The author describes himself as "Peter an apostle of Jesus Christ", and there is 
no overriding reason to doubt the truth of his claim, although the beautiful Greek 
style employed has led some scholars to believe that the actual writing may have 
been done by an associate (probably a secretary). The contents breathe the 
spirit of Peter. His speeches recorded in Acts indicate a similar attitude toward 
persecution and suffering. The letter here reflects a time of suffering and trial. No 
doubt the widespread persecution of the Christians by the Roman authorities was 
the occasion of the "fiery trial" (4:12). The writer admonishes his readers to a life 
of purity, of godly living, and exhorts them to steadfastness and faithfulness. 

II PETER 

This letter was a "reminder" to the readers of the truth of the Gospel, which they 
had received as against the attacks of false teachers who would pervert it. The 
author urges his hearers to remain steadfast even amidst persecution and 
reminds them that the Lord will keep His promises. He speaks of the "day of the 
Lord" (parousia) and of the necessity of keeping themselves "without spot and 
blameless" (3:14) 

THE EPISTLES OF JOHN 

Three Johannine Epistles - I, II and III John - are included in the New Testament 
collection. These Epistles should probably be dated A.D. 90-95. John, the author 
of the Fourth Gospel, addresses the first one to an unidentified group. I John 
5:13 indicates that the author writes in order that this group might know the 
certainty of eternal life. II John is addressed to an elect lady, either a church or 
perhaps a woman. III John is addressed to Gaius, a man commended for his 
hospitality. 

JUDE 

The author of this short letter warns his readers against the dangers of apostasy, 
and points to the faithlessness of the Israelites as a reminder of God‘s judgment. 
Surrounded as his readers were by moral corruption and apostacizing influences, 
the author urges them to "contend for the faith" (3), and in a closing benediction 
he commends them to the One "who is able to keep you from falling" (24). Both 
the similarity of this letter to II Peter and Jude‘s use of non-Biblical sources 
(9,14,15) have been the subject of much discussion. 
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PROPHETICAL BOOK 

REVELATION 

This last book of the Bible identifies itself as "the revelation of Jesus Christ", and 
its author is designated "his servant John" who was exiled to the Greek island of 
Patmos because of his faith. Traditionally, John is identified with the author of the 
Fourth Gospel. Addressed to seven historical churches in Asia Minor, the Book of 
Revelation was written to warn against spiritual indifference and to elicit courage 
under persecution. Because of the extensive use of symbolism and picturesque 
imagery, its interpretation has posed many problems for students of the Bible. 
While recognizing the historical situation (Roman persecution) that elicited this 
writing, many interpreters look upon it as a prophecy depicting events that were 
to take place at the end of the age. The ultimate victory of Christ is the dominant 
theme of this book. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


